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. Miſerable Soul! 


HERE is that life, and light, and love in 
every true Believer, but eſpecially in every 
faithful Miniſter of Chriſt, which engageth them to * 
long and labour for your ſalvation, Life is com- 
municative and active; it maketh us ſenſible that 
Faith is not Phantaſm, nor true Religion a Stage- + 
ee nor our hopes of eternal happineſs a 
ream. And as we deſire nothing more for our- 
felves than to have more of the holy life (Which we 
bave, alas, in ſo ſmall a meaſure) fo what is it we 
ſhould more deſire for others? With the eye of an 
infallible (tho' too weak) Faith we ſee the heaven 
which you neglect, and the bleſſed ſouls in glor7 
with Chriſt, whoſe companions you might be for 
ever: we ſee the multitudes of fouls in hell, whe 
came thither by the ſame way that you are going 
in, who are ſhut out of the glorious preſence of 
God, and are now among thoſe devils that deceive” 
them, remembering they had their good things here 
Luke xvi. 25, and how they ſpent the day of 
their viſitation, and how light they once ſet by 
God, by Chriſt, by Heaven, by Mercy, whilſt 
Mercy was an earneſt ſolicitor for their hearts; and 
with our bodily eyes we lee at the ſame time abun- 
dance of poor linners, living about us as if there 
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were no God, no Chriſt, no heaven, no hell, no 


judgment, no, nor death to be wa N as if a 


man were but a maſter-beaſt to rule the reſt, and 
feed upon and periſh with them. And if it were 
your own caſe, to ſee what fouls do in heaven 
and hell, and at once to {ce how unbelievingly, 
careleſsly, and ſenſeleſely moſt men live on earth, 
as if there were no fuch difference in another 
world, would it not ſeem a pityful ſight to you? If 
you had once ſeen the hve brethren of Dives on 
earth, eating, drinking, laughing arid merry, 


_ clothed and faring daily with the beſt, and at the 


fame time ſeen their brother's ſoul in hell, begging 
in vain for a little eaſe, and wiſhing that one from 
the dead might go warn them, that they came 
not to that place of torment, would it not ſeem 
to you a pityful fight ? Would not pity have made 
you think, Is there no way to open theſe gentlemen's 
eyes ? No way to acquaint them what is become of their 
brotler, and where Lazarus ts, and whither they 
them ſelves are going ? No one driveth or forceth them 
to hell, and will they go thither of. themſelves? And is 
there no way to fle them, or keep them bach? Did 
you but ſee yourſelves what we fee by faith (be- 
Using God) and at once behold the ſaints in 
heaven, the loſt deſpairing ſouls in hell, and the 
ſenleleſs ſenſual ſinners on earth, that ye will lay 
none of this to heart, ſurely it would make you 
wonder at the ſtupidity of mankind. Would you 
not fay, O what a deceiver is the devil, that can 
thus lead on ſouls to their own damnation ; O what 
à cheat is this tranſitory world, that can make men 
fo forget the world where they muſt live for ever! O 
what an enemy is this fleth, that thus draweth 
down men's ſouls from God! O what a beſottin 

thing is ſin, that turneth a reaſonable ſoul into 
Ke than a beaſt! What a bedlam is this wicked 
world, when thouſands are fo buſy labouring to 
undo themſelves and others, and gratifying the 
devil againſt their God and Saviour, who ould 
give them everlaſting bleſſed life! F A 
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And as we have ſuch a ſight as this by faith to 
make us pity you, ſo we have ſo much taſte of the 
oodnefſs of God, the ſweetneſs of his ways and the 
Rappineſs of believers, as maſt, needs make us, with 
that you had but once tried the ſame delights. 
They would turn the pleaſures of ſin into deteſta- 
tion, God knows we deſire nothing more for 
ourſelves than the perfection and eternity of this 
holineſs and happineſs which we believe and taſte; 
and ſhould we not deſire the ſame for you? 4 
And being thus moved with neceſſary pity,” we 
aſk of God what he would have us do for your 
Jalvation. And he hath told us in ſcriptute, That 
the pteaching of his goſpel, to acquaint, you plainly 
with the truth, and earneſtly and, frequently en- 
treat you to turn from the fleſh and world to God 
by Jeſus Chriſt, is the means with which his grace 
is ready to concur for your ſaloation q When obſti- 
nate reſtſtance cauſeth the holy Spirit to forſake the 
ſinner, and leave him to himſelf to purſue his own 
counſels, luſts, and will. f Wa | 
In this hope we undertook the ſacred miniſtry, 
and gave 1 ourfelves-to this great and molt im- 
portant work. In the great ſenſe of our unwor- 
thinels, but yet in a ſenſe of our ſouls neceſſity, We 
- were not ſuch fools at our firſt ſetting out, as not to 
' know it muſt be a life of labour, ſelf-denial, and 
/ patience; and the devil will do his worſt to hinder 
us, and have all his inſtruments ready to ſerve him 
sgainſt our labours, and againſt your ſouls. Chriſt 
our Captain was ſaved by patient conqueſt, and fo 
muſt we fave ourſelves and you, ;., and ſo muſt you 
ſave yourſelves under Chriſt, if ever you be ſaved. 
»Twas no ſtrange thing to Paul, that bonds and 
afflictions did every where attend him/? nor did he 


account his life dear, that he might fi ni ſn his courſe 


with joy, and the miniſtry committed to him by 
the Lord, Acts xx. 23, 24. It was no {tran S thing 
to him to be forbidden preaching to the Gentile. 
that they might be ſaved : by ſuch as wers filling ug 
the meaſure of their fins, and were under God's 
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utmoſt wrath on earth, 1 Theſſ. ii. 16. Devils and 


Phariſees, and moſt where they came, both high 
and low were againſt the Apoſtles preaching of 
the Goſpel, and yet they would not ſacrilegiouſſ 
and cruelly break their covenant. with Chrift, and 
perfidioufly deſert the ſouls of men: even as their 
Lord, for the love of ſouls, did call Peter Satan, 
who would have tempted him to ſave his life and 
Heſh, inſtead of making it a ſacrifice for our ſins, 


Matt. xvi. 29. | 


What think you ſhould make us undertake a 
calling ſo contrary to our'fleſhly eaſe and' intereſt? 
Do we not know the way of eaſe and honour, wealth 
and pleaſure, as well as others? And have we not 
fleſh as well as others ? Could we not be content 
that the cup of reproach, ſcorn, flander, poverty, 
and labours might pafs from us, if it were not for 


the will of God and your ſalvation ? Why ſhould 


we love to be the loweſt, and trodden down by ma- 
Iignant pride, and counted as the filth of the world, 
and the offscauring of all things, and repreſented 


to Rulers, whom we honour, as ſchiſmatics, diſ- 


obedient, turbulent, unruly, by every church» 


uſurper whom we refuſe to make a god of? Why 


ple not over this preaching of the goſpel at 
the will of Satan, who1s for the enn 
ing of your ſouls, under pretence of its making us 


fuer ? ls not all this, that you may be converted 
and ſaved 7 If we be herein beſide ourſelves, it 
Ts for you: could the words of the ignorant or 
proud have perſuaded us, that either your wants 


or dangers are ſo inconfiderable (or your other ſup- 
plies aud helps ſufficient) that our labours had been 
unneceffary to you. God knoweth we ſhould have 


readily obeyed the filencing ſorts of Paſtors, and 


have betaken us to ſome other land, where our 
ſervice had been more ger 1 Let ſhame be 


the hypocrite's reward, who takes not the faving 
of ſouls and pleaſing of God fora fufficient reward, 
without ecclefiaftical dignities, preferment, or 


I have 
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Peroelve that we are in earneſt with you. for God 


Unconverted Reader. 7 


I have told you our motives, I have told you our 
ufnefs, and the terms of our undertaking. It is 
God and you ſinners that muſt next tell us what 
our entertainment and ſucceſs ſhall be: ſhall it ſtill 
be neglect and unthank ful contempt, and turning 
away your ears and hearts, and ſaying, e have 
mething elſe to mind Will you ſtill be cheated 
fo this deceitful world, and-ſpend all your days 
in pampering your guts, and providing for the 
Heſh, that muſt be rotting ſhortly in a grave? Was 
made for no better ule than this? May not 
we bring you to ſome ſober thoughts of your con- 
dition? Not one hour ferioufly to think whither . 
ou are going ? What! not one awakened look 
into the world where you muſt be for ever? Not 
one heart-piercing thought of. everlaſting glory! 
Not one heart-piercing thought of your Saviour's 
love]! Not one tear for all your finful lives! O! 
God forbid © let not our labours be ſo deſpiſed: let 
not your God; your Saviour, and your ſouls be fo 
light ſet by: O let there be no more prophane per- 
ſons among you like Eſau, who for one morſel fold 
ais birth-right, „1 | $ 
Poor ſinners! we talk not to you as on à ſtage, 


in cuſtomary words, and as if talking was our 


trade: we are in as good earneſt with you as if we 


ſa w you murdering yourſelves, and were perſuading 
you to ſave yourlelves. Can any man be in jeſt __ 


vou, who believeth God, who by faith foreſeeth 


whither you are going, and what you loſe, aud 


Where the r in will end Tis little 
better to je 


with you now in a pulpit, or in 
rivate, than to ſtand jeſting over your departing 
uls when at death you are breathing out your 


d laſt, | 1 


Alas ] wich ſhame and grief we confels,” we 


: never ſpeak to you of theſe things, as their truth 


and weight deſerve, nor with the {kill and wiſdom, 


the affettion and fervency that beſeemeth men en- 


gaging in the ſaving of ſouls; but yet you may 
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as ſo.) What elſe 40 we itudy for, labour for, ſuffer 
for, live for? Why elle do we ſo much trouble 
ourſelves, and trouble you, with this ado, and anger 
them that would have made us ſilent? For my 
own part, I will make my free confeſſion to you 
to my ſhame, That I never grew cold, and dull, 
and pityleſs to the ſouls of others, till I firſt grew 
too cold and careleſs of my own, (unleſs when 
v eakneſs or ſpeculative ſtudies eool me, which I 
-mult confels they often do.) We never ceaſe pi- 
tying you, till we are growing too like you, and 
oft have need of pity ourſelves. 7 | 

When, through the mercy of my Lord, the 
proſpett of the world of fouls, which I am going 
to, hath any powerful operation on myſelf, O4 
then I could ſpend and be ſpent for others, No 


words are too earneſt, no labour too great, no coſt 


too dear; the frowns and wrath of malignant op- 
poſers of the preaching of Chriſt's goſpel are no- 
ching to me: but when the world of ſpirits diſap- 


pears, or my ſoul is clouded, and receiveth not 


the vital illuminating influences of heaven, I grow 
cold, firſt to myſelf, and then to others, 3 
Come then, poor ſinners, and help us, who are 
willing at any time to help you, As we firſt crave 
God's help, ſo we next crave yours: help us, for 
we cannot ſerve you againſt your wills, nor ſave 
you without your conſent and help, God himſelf 
will not ſave you without you, and how ſhall we? 
We know that the devil is againſt us, and will do 
his utmoſt to hinder us and fo will all his miniſters, 
by what names or titles ſoever dignified or diſtin» 
guiſhed? But all this is nothing, if you will but 
take our parts: I mean, if you will take Chriſt's 
part, and your own, and will not be againſt your- 
ſelves. Men or devils cannot either help or 
hinder us in-ſaving you, as you may do yourſelves: 
if God and you be for us who fhall be againſt us f 
And will you help us? Give over ſtriving againſt 
God and Conſcience : give over fighting againſt 


Chꝛriſt and his Spirit; take no more part with the 


world 
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Juſtice, certainly inform you it mult be ſo. 


Unconverted Reader. 9 


world and fleſh, which in your baptiſm you re- 
nounced: ſet, your hearts to the meſſage which we 
bring; allow it your manlike ſober thought; ſearch 
the a ibis and ſee whether the things we [peak 
of be ſo or no. We offer you nothing but what we 
have reſolvedly choſen ourſelves, and that after 
the moſt {erious deliberation we can make, We 
have many times looked round about us, to know 
what is the happineſs of wan: and had we found 
better for aur/elves, we had offered better to you. 
If this world would have ſerved our turns, it would 
have ſerved yours alſo, and we would not have 
troubled you with the talk of another world ; but 
it will not, I am ſure it will not ſerve your turns 
to make you happy, nor ſhall you long make that 
ſel f-deceiving ſhift with it as now ye do. 
But if you will not think of theſe things, if you 
will not uſe the reaſon of men, alas! what can we 
do to ſave your ſouls? O pity them, Lord, that they 
may pity themfelves z have mercy. on them, that 
they may have ſome mercy on themſelves ; hel 
them, that they help themſelves and us. If you 
{til} : efaſe,- will not your loſs be more than ours 
If we loſe our labour, (Which to ourſelves we ſhall 
not; if we loſe our hopes of your ſalvation, what 
is this to your everlaſting loſs of ſalvation itſelf F 
And what are our ſufferings for your ſake, in com- 
pariſon of your endleſs ſuffering ?. 
But O!] this is it that l out hearts, that 
we leave you under more guilt than we found you: 
and when we have laid out life and labour to ſave 
you, the impevitent ſouls muſt have their pains in- 
creaſed for refuling thele calls; and that it will be 
part of your hel! to think for ever, how madly you 
refuſed our counſel, and what pains, coft, and pa- 
tience were uſed to have ſaved you, and all in vains 
It will be ſo, it muſt needs be lo. Chrilt ſaith, It 
ſhall be eafier for Sodom and Gomorrah in the day 
of Denen than for the rejecters of his goſpel- 
calls. The nature of the thing, and the nature of 
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O turn not our complaints to God againſt you 
turn us not from befeeching you to be reconciled 
to God, to tell him you will not be reconciled; 
force us not to ſay, that we earneſtly invited you 
to the heavenly feaſt, and you would not come ; 
force us not to bear this witneſs 13 * you, 


„Lord, we could have born all our labour and 
ſufferings for them much eaſier, if they would but 
have yielded to thy grace. But it was they them- 
ſelves that broke our hearts, that Joſt, our labour, 
that made us to preach and intreat in vain ; it was 
. eaſter to preach without maintenance than without 
ſucceſs, It was they that were worle to us than 
all the perſecutors in the world. How oft would 
we have gathered them, but they would not, but are 
ungathered ſtill?” How many holy, faithful Mi- 
niſters have I known, theſe eleven years laſt paſt 
who have lived in pintng poverty and want, an 
hardly by charity got bread and clothing, and yet if 
they could but have truly faid, Lord, the ſermons 
which [ preach privately, and in danger, have won many 
fouls to thee, it would have made their burden eaſy, 
But I tell the ſenſeleſs and impenitent ſinner, thou 
that deniedſt God in thy heart, aud that deniedit 
them thy converſion, Which was the end of all 
their labours, haſt dealt much more cruelly with 
them than they that denied the Levites bread. | 

Poor ſinners! Ik no that I am ſpeaking all this 
to thoſe that are dead in fin, but 'tis a death conſiſting 
with a natural life, which hath a Ie of ſpi- 
ritual life ; or elſe I would no more ſpeak to you 
than to a ſtone, And I know that you are blind to 
in; but tis a blindneſs con ſiſting with a reaſonable 
faculty, which is capable of ſpiritual illumination: 
or elſe I would no more perſuade you than I doa 
beaſt, And I know that you are in the fetters of 
your own luſts ; your wills, your love, your hearts are 
turned away from God, and ſtrongly bewitched 
with the dreams and dalliantes with the fleſh and 
world: but your wills are 5 to this captivity. 
purely theſe wills may be changed by God's grace, 

ous when 


Unconverted Reader. 11 


when you clearly ſee ſufficient reaſon to change 
them; elſe I would as ſoon preach {were I capable) 
to devils and damned ſouls, Your caſe is not yet 
deſperate: O make it not deſperate. There is juſt 
the ſame hope of your ſalvation as there is of your 
converſ.on and perſeverance, and no more, Without 
it there is no kope, And with it you are ſafe, and 
have no cauſe to doubt and fear. Heaven may yet 
be yours, if you will, Nothing but your own wills, 
refufing Chriſt and a holy life, can keep you out. 
And batt thou do it? Shall hell be your own choice? 
And will you. fay, you will not be ſaved. _ 

O think better What you do God's terms are 
reaſonable, his words and ways are good and equal, 
Chriſt's yoke is eaſy, and his burden light, and his 
commands are not grievous to any, but ſo far as 
blindneſs and a bad and backward heart makes 
them ſo, You have no true reaſon to be unwilling > 
God and Conſcience ſhall one day tell you and all 
the world, that you have no reaſon for it. You may 
as wiſely pretend reaſon to cut your throats, to 
torment yourſelves, as plead reaſon againſt a true 
conver ſion unto God, Were I perſuading you not to 
hill yourſelves, I would make no queſtion but you 
weuld be perſuaded; and yet I muſt be hopeleſs, 
when I perſuade you from everlaſting miſery, and 
not to prefer the world and fleſh before your Saviour 
and your God, and before a ſure everlaſting joy? 


God forbid! 


Reader, I take it for a great mercy of God, that 
before my head lies down in the duſt, and I go to 
give up my account untomy Judge, I have this op- 
Portunity once more earneſtly to beſpeak thee for 
tay own ſalvation. I beg it of thee, as one that 
muſt ſhortly be called away and ſpeak to thee no 
more till we come unto our endleſs ſtate, that thou 
wouldeſt but ſometinies retire into thyſelf, and uſe 
the reaſon of a man, and look before thee whither 
thou art going, and lool behind thee how thou haſt | 
lived, and what thou haſt been doing in the world 
till now; and look within thee, what a caſe thy ſoul 
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is in, and whether it be fit to enter upon eternity; 
and {ook above thee, what a heaven of glory thou 
doſt neglect, and confider thou haſt God to be 
thine everlaſting Friend or Enemy, as thou chuſeſt, 
and as thou liveſt, and thou art always in his 
ſight ; yea, and took below thee, and think where 
they are that die unconverted. And when thou 
haſt ſoberly thought of all thefe things, then do 
as God and true Reaſon ſhall direct thee. And is 
this an unreaſonable requeſt ? I appeal to God, 
and to all wile men, and to thy own conſcience, 
when it ſhall be awakened, if I ſpeak againft thee, 
Or if all this be not for thy good : or if it be not 
tfue and ſure, then regard not what I ſay: if I ſpeak 
not that meſſage which God hath commanded his 
miniſters to {peak, then let it be refuſed as con» 
temptuoufly as thou wilt. But if I do but in 
Chriſt's name and ſtead beſeech thee to be recon- 
tiled to-God, 2 Cor. v, 20, refufe it at thy peril. 
And if God's beſeeching thee Thall not prevail 
againſt thy floth, luſt, thy appetite, againſt the 
deſires of the fleſh, againſt the Uult and Radows of 
the world, remember it when with fruitleſs cries 
and horror thou art beſeeching him too late. - 
I know, poor ſinner, that fleſh is brutiſh, and 
juſt and appetite have no reaſon:; but I know thou 
Haſt reaſon thyſelf, which was given thee to over- 
rule them, and that he that will not he a man can- 
not be a ſcint, nor a happy man. I know thou live 
an a tempting and wicked warld, where things'an 
{ons will be daily hindering thee; but I know 
that this is no more to a man that by faith ſees 
feaven and hell before him, than a grain of ſand is 
to a kingdom, or a. blaſt of wind tg ene that is 
flying for his life. O man! that thou didſt but 
know. the difference between that which the 
devil and fin will give thee, if thou wilt fell 
thy ſoul and: heaven, and that which God hath 
romiſed and {worn to give thee, if thou wilt 
 Heartily give up thyſelf to him] I know thou 
mayeſt pollibly fall into company, (at leaſt _— 
| ome 


Unconverted Reader. 19 
ſome ſots and drunkards) that will tell thee, All 
this is but troubleſome preciſeneſt, and making more 
ado than n:eds but I know withal what that man 
deſerveth who will believe a fool before his Maker; 
(for he cap be no better than a miſerable fool, 
that will contradi& and revile the word of God, 
even the word' of grace that would ſave men's 
fouls.} £ . 175 

And, alas, it is poſſible thou mayeſt hear ſome of 
the tribe of Levi (or rather of Cain) deriding this 


ferious godlineſs, as mere _kypocrify, and fanaticiſm, 


and ſelf-concertedneſs ; as if you mult be no better 
than the devil's faves, leſt you be proud in think- 
ing that you are better than they; that 1s, you mult 
with them to hell, leſt in heaven'ye be proud 
Fre for thinking yourſelves happier than 
th f | - a * | r 
K may be they will tell you, that this talk of 
Converſion is fitter for pagans and infidels to hear, 
than for Chriſtians and Proteſtants, becauſe, fuck 
men's big look or coat may make the poiſon ke the 
caher taken down: I will intreat thee but fas be- 
fore God) to anſwer the following queſtions, or 
to get them anſwered, and then judge whether it 
be they or we that would deceive thee: and whether 
as men uſe to talk againſt leasing that have none 
themſelves, ſo ſuch men prate againſt converſion 
and the Spirit of God, becauſe they have no ſuch 
thing themſelves, 3 4 
9. 1. I pray aſk them, whether it be a Puritan 
or Fanatic opinion that men muſt die? And, what 
all the pomp, wealth, and pleaſure of the world 
will ſignify to a departing foul? Aſk them Whether 
they will tive on earth for ever, and their merry 
hours and lordly looks will have no end? And 
whether it be but the conceit of hypocrites and 
chiſmatics, that their carcaſs muſt be rotting in a 
darſ ſome grave? ß TN 
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2. 2. Aſk them whether men have not. an im- 
mortal ſoul, and a longer life to live when this is 
ended ? Luke x11. 4, 5. 3 


2. 3. Aſk them whether reaſon requires not 


every man to think more ſeriouſly of the place, or 


- Nate where he mult be for ever, t an of that where 


he muſt be for a little while, and from whence he 


Is polting day and night? And whether it be not 


wiſer to lay up our treaſure where we muſt ſtay, 


khan where we muſt not ſtay, but daily look to be 


called away, and never more to be ſeen on earth ? 
2. 4. Aſk them, whether God ſhould not be 


loved with all your heart, and ſoul, and might? | 


Matt. xxii. 37. and, Whether it be not the mark. 
of an ungodly miſcreant, to be a lover of pleaſure 
more than God, 2 Tim. iii. 4. and a lover of this 
world -above kim; 1 John ii. 15. and, whether we 
muſt not ſeek r God's kingdom and his righteouſ- 
neſs, Matt, vi. gg. and labour moſt for the meat which 
never perifheth, John vi. 27. and ſtrive to enter in at 
the ſtrait gate, Luke x111.. 24. and give all diligence to 
make our calling and election ſure, 2 Pet, i. 10? 
2. 5. Aſk them, whether without bolineſs any 
ſhall ſee God? Heb xii., 14. Matt, v. 8. Titus ii. 
14. and, Whether the carnal mind is not enmity to 
God, and to be carnally minded is not death, and to 
be ſpiritually minded is not life and peace? and whe- 
ther if you live after the fleſh, you all not die and 
be condemned: and whether they ſhall not live and 
be ſaved that walk after the Spirit? and, whether 
any man be Chrilt's that hath not the Spirit? 
Rom, viii. 1 to 10. 8 3 = 
Q. 6. Aſk them, whether any man hath treaſure 
in heaven, whole heart is not there? Matt. vi. 21, 
And whether this be not the difference between 
the wicked and the godly, that the firſt make their 


| bellies their God, and mind earthly things, and are 


enemies to the croſs of Chriſt, (though perhaps not in 
name and the latte: have thetr N in heaven, 
and bing riſen with Chrift, do ſet their affections on 
things 


— 
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things above, and not on things that are on the eam, 
to which they are as dead, and their life is hid (or 
out of fight} with Chriſt in God, till Chriſt ſhall ap - 
pear, ond then all they appear (even openly to all 
the world) with him in glory Phil. iii. 18, 19. 20. 
Col. iii. 1, 2, 3, 4 | | | 
7. Aſk them, whether it be credible. or 
ſuitable to God's word or working, that he that 
will not give the fruits of the earth without their 
labour, nor feed and clothe them without them- 
ſelves, will yet bring them to heaven without an 
care, deſire, or labour of their own, when he hat 
bid them not care for the one, and called for the 
greateſt diligence in the other? Matt, vi. gu. &c. 
Yea, aſk them, whether theſe be not the two firlt 
articles in all faith and religion. 1. That God. ts. - 
2. That he is the rewarder of all them that diligently 
feek kim. 5 2 3 
Q. 8. Aſk them, yea, aſk your eyes, your ears, 
your daily experience in the world, whether alt 
or moſt that call themſelves chriſtians, do in good 
earneſt thus live to God in the Spirit, and"mortsfy 
the fleſh with its affettions and luſts, and ſeel firſt 
God's kingdom and righteouſneſs, love him above all, 
and lay up treaſure and heart in heaven; or rather, 
whether moſt be not lovers of the world, and lovers 
7 8 more than God, and live not after the 
eſh, and mind not moſt the things of the fleſh? 'I 
mention not now the drunkards, the fleſh-pleaſin 
gentlemen, that live in pride, fulneſs, and idlenefs, 
and ſport and play away their precious time, nor 
the phy Corn cares: nor the mercileſs oppreſſor, 
nor the malignant hater of a godly life, nor the 
perjured betrayers of men's ſouls and the goſpel, 
or of their country's good, nor ſuch other men of 
ſeared conſciences, whole miſery none queſtions, 
but ſuch as are blind and miſerable; it is not thoſe 
only I am ſpeaking of, but the common, worldly, 
fleſhly, and ungodly ones. | 


B 2 Q. 9. 
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Q. 9. Aﬀk them, whether the name of a chriſſian 
will fave any of thefe ungodly ones? And whether 
God will like men the better for lying and calling 
themſelves chriftians, when indeed they are none p 
And, whether they dare preach to the people, 
that a chriſtian-drunkard, or chriſtiati- fornicator, 
or oppreſſor, or a chriſtian-worldling, needeth no 
converſion ? 1 

Q. 10. Aﬀk them, whether they ſay not them- 
felves that hypocriſy is a great aggravation to all 
other fin? And whether God hath not made the 
hypocrites and unbelievers to be ſtandards in hell P 
Matt. xxiv. 51, And, whether ſeeking to abuſe 
God by a mock religion doth make ſuch falſe chrife 
trans better than the poor heathens and infidels, or 
much werfe? And, whether he be not a Aypocrite, 
that profeſſeth to be a chriſtian and a fervant of 
God, when he ts none, nor wiltbe ? And, whe- 
ther he that inoweth his maſter's will, and doth it not, 
mall not have the ſoreſt ſtripes or puniſhment ? 
Luke x21; 2 ; 

2. 11. Aﬀt them, whether in their baptiſm 
(which is their chriſtening as a covenant) they did 
not venoukce the get, the world, and the devil, 
and vow and deliver up themſelves to God their 
Father, their Saviour, and their Sanctißer ? And 
whether all or moſt men perform this vow ? And 
whether a perjured covenant-breaker againſt God, 
is fitter for ſalvation than one that never was 
baptized ? 

Q. 12. Aſk them, whether the holy Nature of 
God be not ſo contrary to fin, as that it is blat- 

hemy to ſay that he will bring to heaven, and 
mto the boſom of his eternal delights, an unholy 
and unrenewed foul ? 2 Peter i. 13, 16. 

2. 13. Aſk them, why it was that Chriſt came 
into the world, whether it was not to fave his peo- 
ple from their fins, (Matt. i. 2x.) and to deſtroy 
the works of the devil, (1 John 114..8:Jand to pu- 
rify to himſelf a peculiar people, zealous of good lu: 

| . itus 
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(Titus ii. 14. and to bring home ſtraying ſouls to 


od, (Luke xv.) and to be the way to the Father? 
ohn xiv. 6. And whether Chriſt will ſave that 
oul that is not converted by him, and cleanſed 
from his fins? Or whether it be the dead image 
only of a crucified Teſus, that is all their Saviour, 
while they have no more of him ? „ 
2 14. Aſk them why they believe, and were 
baptized in the Holy Ghoſt? And, whether a man 
can enter into the kingdom of heaven that is not 
born of the Spirit as well as of water? John iii. g. 
6, 7, and that is not converted, and begins not the 
world as it, were anew, in a teachable, and tractable 
ue of life like a little child? Matt, xviii. g. And 
whether it be not a certain truth, that if any man 
have not the Spirit of, God, he is none of his, Rom. 
vii. 9. | 3 
"iN Aſk.them why Chriſt gave the world ſo 
many warnings of the damnableneſs of 'the Pha- 
riſees* hypocriſy, if hypocritical chriſtians may be 
ſaved? And what were theſe Pharifees ? They 
were the maſters of the euiſi church, the Radbies, 
that muſt have high places, high tythes, ceremo- 
nies, and formal garments, and muſt be reverenced 
of all: that gave God lip-fervice without the heart, 
and made void his commands, and worſhipped 
him in vain, teaching for doctrine the commandments 
of men, and ſtrictly tythed mint and cummin, 
while love, mercy, and juſtice .were paſſed by; 
who worſhipped God with abundarice of ceremo-: 
nes, and built the tombs and garnijhed the ſepulchres 
of the ſaints, while they killed and perſecuted 
thoſe that did imuate them, and hated the living 
Saints, but honoured the dead: they were the 
bittereſt enemies and murderers of Chriſt, © 
pretence that he was a blaſphemer, and a citiou 
enemy to Ceſar and the common peace, and one that 
ſpoke againſt the temple ; they were the greateſt 
enemies of the Apoſtles, and ſilencers of thoſe that 
preached Chriſt's goſpel, and perſecuted them that 
„ 5B 3 * called 


* 
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called upon his name. And had thefe no nerd of 
Converfron, becaufe oy coutd'fay, Cod is our Fathex, 
(when the devil was their father, John viii. 44. 
and that they were Abraham's ſeed ? And are no 
hypocritical chriſtians, drunken chriſtian?, fornicating 
chriſtians, carnal, worldly, infidel chr:ftian's, (the con- 
tradition is your own) gerfecuting chriſtians, falſe- 
named, hypocritical chriſttans, as bad, yea, worle, 
as they abuſe a more excellent profeſſton ? Matt. 
xv. 7, 8, &c. | - 

Q. 16. Doth not the Holy State or heaven re- 
quire holinefs in all that ſhall poſſeſs it? Can an 
unholy ſoul there ſee, and love, and' praife, and 
delight in God for ever, and in the holy fociety 
and employment of the faints ? Is he not more 
like a Mahometan than a Chriſtian, that looketh , 
for a ſenſual and unholy heaven P _ 5 

'Q. 17. What is the difference between the 
church and the world? Is not the church a hot 
ſociety of regenerate fouls? Yea, the church vi- 
ſible is only thoſe that in baptiſm vow' holinefs, 
and profeſs it. Look theſe hypocrites in the face, 
and fee whether they do not bluſh when they te- 

eat in the creed, I believe in the Holy Ghoſt, I be- 
eve in the Holy Catholic Church, and the commu nion 
of Saints, who. ſhall have the forguvenefs of fins, 
and life everlaſting. Aﬀk them; whether they mean 
holy adulterers, holy worldlings, holy perjured 
perſons? Aſk them whether they mean a commu- 
nion of ſaints in a tavern, in a play-houſe, in a gan- 
ing-houſe, in a whore-houſe, or a jeſting, canting 
ſtage play commumon ? If the church be holy, be 
holy, if you will be of the church: if it be a com- 
munion of ſaints, make it not a communion' of 
ſwine; and make not ſaints and their communion 
ſeem odious, either for their infirmities, or their 
croſſneſs, to your-carnal intereſts or conceits. 

2. 18. Aſk them, whether there be a heaven 
and a hell or not? If not, why are they pretended 

chriſtians ? IF there be, will God ſend one man to 
5 : heaven, 


nere 


Err 
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heaven, and another to hell, to ſo vaſt, fo amaz- 

ing a difference of ſtates, if there be no great dif- 
ference between them here ? If holinefs no mor 

differenced chriſtians from others, than faying a 
ſermon, or ſaying over a prayer, doth difference 
one from an infidel, where were the juftice of 
God in faving ſome, and damning others? And 
what were chriſtianity better than the religion of 
Antonint, Plato, Socrates, Seneca, Cicero, Plutarch, 
and others, if not much worle ? Go into London- 


. ſtreets, and When you have. talked with living 


prudent men, then go to the painter's ſhop, and ſce 
a comely picture : and to the looking-glaſs, and ſee 
the appearance of each paſſenger in a glaſs; and 
to the perriwig-ſhops, and fee a wooden head with 
a perriwig upon the block, and you have fome- 
thing like the difference of a holy ſoul, and of a 
dead and dreſſed formal hypocrite, e 

Q. 19. Aſk them, whether kings, and all men 
make not a difference between man and man: the 
loyal and perfidious, the obedient and diſobedient 5 
and, whether they difference not themſclves be. 
tween a friend anda foe, one that loveth them, and 
one chat robbeth, hateth, or would kill them? And 
ſhall not the mott Holy God make more difference 
detween the righteous and the wicked ? | 
2. 20. But if they are dead in every point, ſave 
carnal intereſt, aſk them Why they are preachers 
or prieſts? And if Converſion and Holineſs be a 
needleſs thing, what ufe are they themſelves of ? 
And why muſt the country be troubled with 
them, and pay them tythes, and owe them reve: 
rence ? hen theſe twenty queſtions are well 
anſwered, conclude you may be ſaved without 
converſion. 3 3 
But if, poor ſoul, thou art fully convinced, and 
aſketh, What' ſhall 1 ds to be converted? 'l ke Lord 
make thee willing, and ſave thee from hypocriſy, 
and I will quickly tell thee in a few. words. 


* Give 


till thy heart be changed. 
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K, 1, Give not over ſober thinking of theſe things. 


2. Come to Chriſt, and take him for thy Savi- 
dur, thy Teacher, thy King, and he will pardon 


all that is paſt, and fave thee. 


g. Believe God's love, the pardon. of fin, and 
the everlaſting joys of heaven, that thou mayeſt 


feel that all the pleaſure of the world and fleſh are 


dung in compariſon of the heavenly. delight of 


| Faith, and hope, and holy love, and peace of con. 


ſcience, and ſincere obedience. | 

4- Sin no more wilfully, but forbear that which 
thou mayelt forbear, Iſaiah Iv. 7. | 
5. Away from temptations, occaſions of fin, and 
evil company, and be a companion of the humble, 
heavenly, and fincere, Pſalm cxix. 63. 115. | 

6. Wait on God's Spirit in the diligent and con- 
ſtant uſe of his own means: read, hear, meditate, 
Pray; pray hard for that grace that muſt convert 


- F thee : wait thus, and thou ſhalt not wait in vain, 
Pſalm xxxvii. 34, and Ilxix, 6. ; 


« Pity, O Lord, and perſuade theſe ſouls ; lat 
not Chriſt's blood, his doctrine, his example, his 
Spirit be loſt upon them, and they loſt for ever, 


Let not heaven be as no heaven to them, while 


they dream and doat on the ſhadows of this world. 
And, O fave this land from a greater deltruttion, 
than all our late plagues, and flames, and diviſions, 
which our fins and thy threateninzs make us fear, 
O Lord, in thee have we truſted, let us never be 


con founded.“ - 


Having thus contributed my endeavours in this 
preface to the furtherance of the deſign of this ex- 
cellent book, I muſt tell thee, reader, that I take it for 
an honour to commend ſo maſculine a birth into the 
world: the midwife of Alexander or Ariſtotle need 
not to be aſhamed of her office, Whothe author 
of this treatiſe was, how he preached, how he lived, 
how he ſuffered, (and for What) and how he died, 
his life and letters lately printed, fully tell you : 

an 
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and I earneſtly commend the reading of them to 
all, but eſpecially to miniſters ; not to tell them 
what men have here been forbidden to preach 
Chriſt's goſpel, and for what; nor what meu the 
are that ſo many years have done it, but to tel 
you what men Chriſt's Miniſters ſhould be. But 
far not, he Filled himſelf with exceſſive labour, there- 
fore I will take warning and take my cafe, For 1. He 
lived in perfect health all his days, notwithſtanding 
all his labours, till after his hard and long impri- 
ſonment, 2. It was not the greateſt labour of his 
times of liberty that hurt him, but his preaching 
ſix, {even or eight times in a week, after he was, 
filenced, becauſe he could not ſpeak. to all his 
pope at once. O make not an ill uſe of ſo excel- 
ent an example; ſay not, Ike Judas, What needs 
this wafte ? His labour, his life, his ſufferings, his 
death, were not in vain, , The ages to come, that 
read his life, and read his little popular treatiſe, 
and his Call to Archippus, ſhall ſay they were not 
in vain. And tho” 1 was cut off in the midſt of 
his age, and his longer labours and more elaborate 
writiogs thus prevented, take thankfully this mall, 
but methodical, warm, and ſeriaus Traftate 2 read It 
ſeriouſly, and it cannot be but that it muſt. do thee 


lam one that have looked into Books, Seiences, and 
Specrlatzons of many ſorts, and ſerioully tell thee, 
as a dying man, that after all my ſearches and ex- 
perience, I have found that philoſophical enquiries 
into the divine artifices and nature of things, have 
among. a great number of uncertainties, a great 
many pretty pleaſant probabilities which a holy Jout 
can make good uſe of in admiring God, and may 
find us a lawful kind of ſport; but in the mora- 
lities, which Atheiſts count uncertainties, the 
knowledge of God, and our duty and our hopes, 
the dottrine and practice bf holinefs, tempetarice, 
charity, and juſtice, and the diligent ſeeking and 
Joyful hopes of life everlaſting, is-all the true 
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wiſdom, goodneſs, reſt, and eomfort of a foul, 
Whatever be the plea, this is the /anfifying cer. 
tainty, the buſineſs, and the beautiful improvement 
of our lives. Sts oh 


RICHARD BAXTER, 


Reaven, * 


„ T JOW well were it, if there were no more 
unconverted ones among us, than thoſe to 

whom this is directed! Unconverted perſons, how 
many are there! but how few unconverted Read- 
ers, eſpecially of fuch books as this before thee! A 
Play or a Romance better ſuits the luſts, and there» 
fore muſt have more of the eye of ſuch; what will 
cheriſh the evil heart only is moſt grateful, not 
What will change it. How many are there to whom 
this is directed, who will not know that they are 
the men ! and how little hope is there that this 
excellent treatiſe ſhould reach its end with thoſe 
that apprehend themſelves not concerned in it! 
Art thou not one of them? Art thou a convert, 
or art thou yet in thy fins? What is fin? What 
is converſion ? It may be thou canſt tell me nei- 
ther, and yet thou ſayeſt a convert thou art: But 
to what purpoſe is it then like to be, for the ſer- 
vants of God to treat with thee about this matter? 
Let them bid thee believe; Thou art a believer 
already: let them bid thee repent and turn to the 
Lord, that work thou fayeſt) is not to do now. 
What can there be ſaid to this man that is like to 
bring him to good? Friend, know thyſelf better, 
or thou perifheſt without remedy. Thou mayeſt 
ray, but what hope is there in thy praying 7 
Thou mayeſt read, but what hope is there in thy 
reading? Yet read on, this little hope there is, 
in this book there's eye-ſalve that may heal thee 
of thy blindneſs, In this book there is a glaſs that 
will ſhew thee thy face. Dolt thou know thy 
e Sy own 
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ewn face when thou ſeeſt it? Behold thy very 
image in thoſe marks that are given of an uncon+ 
verted perſon; read and conſider them, and then 
ſay if thou be not the man. F 
« Be willing to know thyſelf, and to know the 
worlt of thy cale: wink not at the light: hide not 
thyſelf from thine own foul, Wilt thou never 
know thy diſeaſe till it be paſt remedy ? - 


« Much of our hardeſt work would be over, if 
we could ſec the ſinners to whom we are {ent to be 
convinced jenners, If we could but open the blind 
eyes, there were hopes we ſhould ſhortly raiſe the 


dead. 


« Sinner, of a truth thou art in an evil eaſe, he- 
ther thou know it or not; thou art among the dea 
and. there is but one ſtep betwixt thee and hell, 
Thou wilt not believe it tho” it be told thee : yet 
once again let me beſcech thee, come to the glaſs - 
that is here preſented to thee, and narrowly oblerve 
whether the very marks of the dead be not found 
upon thee, IE ab A 

„ If there be miſcarriages in this firſt work, if 
thou wilt not underſtand thy miſery and thy dans 

er, there is an end of all hope congerning thee, 
hilſt ſelf-ignorance abides upon thee, all the 
counſels that are neceſſary 10 a man in thy caſe 
will do thee no good; they are never like to proſ- 
per with thee, becauſe thou wilt not count them 
proper for thee: Who will be perſuaded to do that 
which he believes is already done? Who will 
take the counſel of the phyſician, that does not 
think himſelf ſick ? The man of God may ſpare 
his pains of perſuading thee to converhon, whilſt 
thou art conhdent thou art converted already, 
Who will be at the pains of. repentance that con- 
cludes he bath repented? Who will be at the 
labour and pangs of the new-birth, that is confi. 
dent he N 2S.l 18 paſſed from death unto life? _. 

« But, Friend, let me reaſon a little with thee: 

Thou art confident it is well with thee, yet why 


* 
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wilt chou not yield to thus much at leaſt, to put it 
to the queſtion, Am I not miſtaken ? Thou art worle 
than mad, if thou thinkeſt ſuch a queſtion may not 
be put. Doſt thou not know that the heart is falſe 
and deseit ful? Yet becauſe it ſpeaks good con- 


cerning thee, mult it not be queſtioned whether 


it ſpeaks true or no? Be ſo wile as to conclude, 


2 may be miſtaken ; and thus come to the trial he- 


ther thou art miſtaken or not. x 

« And if upon trial by the marks that are be- 
fore thee, thou come to be undeceived, and ſee thy- 
felf wrapped up in that miſery which hitherto 


thou wouldſt not ſuſpect, the next news I expect 


to hear from thee is, What fhall 1 do to be . P 
O were it come to that once! then thou haſt an 
anſwer at hand in thoſe means thou wilt find pre- 
ſcribed thee : and becauſe they are ſuch as thou 
wilt hardly be perſuaded to uſe, take in the motives 
that follow, and they will help down the means; 
conſider both the one and the other, and if thou 
doſt not find the means proper, and the motives 
weighty, I think I fhall do thee no wrong if I tell 
thee, thou art ſtill of a blind mind, and an harder 
heart . 

“% Friend, the matter which this little book 
comes to treat with thee about, is of the higheſt 
importance, *'tis a matter of life or death. If thou 
fayeſt The terms upon which life ts offered are hard, 
conſider, is it not harder to die? He is worthy to 
die who will loſe his ſoul to ſave his labour, If 
thou couldit ſtep down into the deep, and take a 
turn or two with thoſe damn'd ſouls who are 
drench'd with fire and brimſtone, and bound in 
everlaſting chains of vengeance, and ſhould aſk 
them, Now what do you think of the terms upon 
which life was offered ? Now what think you of 
that Repentance, of that Obedience, of that Cir- 
cumſpetiion, Self-denial, and the greateſt Severity 
which by the Goſpel were impoſed upon you ? If 


you might once again have the fame terms granted 
you 


Dconverted Reader. 25 


you for your Redemption from this place of tor- _ 
ment, would you yet ſay, Hard terms! let me ra- 
ther die this death for ever, than live ſuch a life ! 

let me broil in this furnace, rather than eſcape 

with ſuch difficulty? Shouldſt thou aſk them thus 

that have felt what tis to be damned, what anſwer 

doſt thou think 'they would make! O Friend ! 

never again groan under the difficulties of conver fion, 
till thou believe them to be worſe than hell, But I will 

no farther anticipate my worthy Author, 

« Nor is there much need 'I ſhould commend 
either himſelf or his works, for the Author him- 
ſelf thou mayeſt at a ſmall charge get acquainted 
with, in that hiſtory of his life and death which 
is extant, concerning which J ſhall only ſay, _ 


— 


Sic mihi contingat vivere, ficque mori. 


& And for this work of his, what commendation 
J ſhall give of it will be needed no longer than till 
thou haſt read it over: thou wilt find ſuch wine 
in it as needs no buſh, This only ſhall I ſay, as 
far as my credit will go, it is exceedingly well 
worth thy moſt ſerious peruſal : O mayeſt thou 
hear that voice (ſucha voice from heaven there ds, 
whether thou hear it or no) Tolle & Lege, take up 
and read. Read, Friend, and read over again, 
read and underſtand, underſtand and pray, pray 
and conſider, and conſent unto him, who by the 
pen of his ſervant calls to thee from heaven, 
Why wilt thou die, Turn and live. O ſuffer this- 
word of inſtruction and exhortation to open th 
blind eyes, to turn thee from darkneſs to light, from 
the power of Satan unto God, that thou mayeſt re- 
ceive forgiveneſs of fins, . and an inberitance . 
among them that are ſanctified, Et cum talis fuenis, 
memento mei. When it is thus with thee, then pray 


for 


* 


The Friend and Servant of thy Soul, 


RICHARD ALLEINE.” 
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Ae beloved and longed for, I gladly 


acknowledge myſelf a debtor to you all, and 


am concern'd, as I would be found a good Steward 
to the, Houſehold of God, to give to every one 
p mis portion — but the Phyſician 18 moſt ſolicitous 


for thole patients, whoſe caſe is moſt hazardous ; 


and the Father's bowels are eſpecially turned to- 


wards his dying child: the numbers of unconvert- 
ed ſouls call for my moſt earneſt compallion: and 


therefore, to theſe, firſt, I ſhall apply myſelf. 


But, Lord, wherewith ſhall I woo them? 
Wherewith ſhall 1 win them. O that I could 


but tell? I would wiite unto them in tears ; 1 


would weep out every argument, verily (were I 
able) I would : O how thankful would I be, if 
they would be prevailed with to repent and turn! 

: But, 


what 
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« But, Lord, how inſufficient am I for this work { © 
Lord, what a taſk, haſt thou ſent me to do! Alas, 
wherewith ſhall I make the heart to feel that 1s 
hard as a piece of the nether mill-ſtone! Shall I go 
and lay my mouth to the grave, and look when 
the dead will obey me and come forth? Shall I 
give the blind to ſee? From the beginning of the 
world was it ever heard that a man opened the 
eyes of the blind? But thou, O Lord, canſt piercs 
the ſcales and prick the heart of the ſinner: I can 
but draw the bow at a venture, but do thou dat 
the arrow between the joints of the harneſs, Kill 
the fin, and ſave the ſoul of a ſinner that caſts his 


eyes on theſe labours.“ 


But ſome of you do not know what is meant by 
n. and therefore for your ſakes I ſhall ſhew: 


mercy, tho' they continue as they are; and Tor 
them I muſt ſhew the neceſſity of Converfion, Others 


harden themſelves with a vain conceit that the7 


are converted already: unto them I mult ſhew the 
marks of the Unconverted. Others, becauſe they 


feel no harm, fear none, and ſo ſleep upon the top .- 3 


of the maſt : to them I ſhall ſhe w the Miſery of - 
the, Unconverted. Others fit ſtill, becauſe they ſes 
not their way, out; to them 1 ſhall: ſhew the. 
Means. of: Converſion. And finally, for the quick: 
ening of all, I ſhall cloſe with the Mptzues. 10 


Converfions , - 


— f — — 
R 
-. . 


Shewing what ConversSION ts not. 


Ex the blind Samaritans worſhip they know 

not what, John iv. 22. Let the heathen 

Athenians ſuperſcribe their Altar Unto the Unknown 
| * 7 


God, 


onverſion is, Others cheriſh ſecret. hopes ob 


Workers, turned off becauſe Evil-workers, Matt. 


28 Miſtakes about Converſion. 
Bod, Acts xvii, 23. They that know man's con- 
ſtitution, cennot but know that the Underſtanding 
having the empire in the foul, he that will go ra- 
tionally to work, muſt Iabour to let in the light 
here, Therefore, that you may not miſtake me, 
I ſhall ſhew you what I mean by the Converſion 
I perſuade you to endeavour after. | 
The devil hath made many counterfeits of Con- 
verſion, and cheats one with this, and another 
with thet; and fuch craft and artifice he hath, 
that (if it were poſſible) he would decciye the 


very Elect. Now, that I may cure the damnable 


miſtakes of ſome who think they are converted 
when they are not, I ſhall ſhew you the nature of 
Converſion, both what it is not, and what it is, 

1. J. is not th: taking upon us the Profeſſion of 
Chriſtianity, Doubtleſs Chriſtianity is more than 


a- name. If we will hear Paul, it lies not in word 


but in power, 1 Cor. iv. 20. If to ceaſe to be 
er- and Pagans, and to put on the Chriſtian 

rofeſſion, had been true Converſion, who better 
Chriſtians than they of Sardis and Laodicea? Fhele 


were all Chriſtians by profe ſſion, and had a name 


to live, but becauſe they had but a name, are 
condemned by Chriſt. Are there not many that 
mention the name of the Lord Jeſus, that yet de- 
part not from iniquity ? Ard will God receive 
theſe for true converts? What t Converts from 
fin, when they yet live in fin! We find not only 
Profeſſois, but Preachers of Chiiit, and Wonder. 
vii. 22, 23, 3 5 

2. It 1s not the being waſhed in the Laver of Re- 
generation, or putting on the badge of Chriſt in 
baptiſm, Many wear the livery of Chriſt, that 
yet never ſtand to their colours, nor follow their 
Leader. Ananias, and Sapphira, were baptized as 
well as the reſt. How fondly do many miſtake 
here, deceiving and being deceived ! dreaming 
that grace is necellarily tied te the external admi- 
: | niſtration 
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niſtration of baptiſm, and ſo every infant ſhall he 
regenerated, not only ſacramentally, but really 
and properly. Hence men fancy, that, being rey - 
generated already when baptized, they need no 
farther work. ; 4 1 

Friends and Brethren, be not deceived, Cod is not 
mocked, Gal. vi. 72. Whether it be your baptiſm, 
or whatever elſe that you pretend, I tell you from 
the living God, that if any of you be prayerleſs 
perſons, or unclean, or malicious, or covetous, or 
riotous, or a ſcoffer, or a lover of evil company: 
in a word, if you are not holy, ſtrict, and ſelf- de- 
nying Chriſtians, you cannot be faved, _ ; 
g. Jt lies not in a moral righteouſneſs. This ex- 
ceeds not the righteouſneſs of the Scribes and Pha- 
riſecs, and therefore cannot bring us to the king 
dom of God. St. Paul, while unconverted, touch- 
ing the righteouſneſs which is in the law was 
blameleſs. The Phariſee could ſay, I am no Extor- 
tioner, Adulterer, Vnjuſt. Thou muſt have ſomething 
more than all this to ſhew, or elſe, (however thou 
mayeſt juſtify thyſelf) God will condemn thee ; I 


condemn not morality, but warn you not to reſt 
here: Piety includes Motality, as Chriſtianity 


doth Humanity; and Grace includes Reaſon; but 
we muſt not divide the Tables 1 
4. It canfiſes not in an external conformity to the 
Rules of Pieiy. Tis too manifeſt men may have a 
form of Godlineſs, without the power. Men 
may pray long, and faſt often, and hear gladly, 
and be very forward in the ſervice of God, tho? 
coſtly and expeuſive, Iſaiah i. 11, and yet be ſtrau- 
gers to Converfion a they muſt have more to plead 


for themſelves, than that they keep their Church, 


give Alms, and make ule of prayer, to prove them- 
ſelves found Conyerts; no outward Service, but 
a Hypocrite may do it, even to the giving all his 
goods to feed the poor, 1 Cor. Xiii, g. „ 

5+ Ie lies not in the chaining up of Corruption by 
Education, human Laws, or Aickion. Tis common 
to miſtake Education for Grace; but if this were 

= „ enough, 
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enough, who a better man than Jehoaſi e While 
er his uncle lived, he was very forward in 
od's ſervice. But here was nothing more than 
good education; for when his good Tutor was 
taken out of the way, he appears to have been but 

a wolf chained up, and falls to Idolatry. 8 
6. It confiſts not in Conviction, in a faperficial 
Change or partial Reformation. A Felix may tremble 
under conviction, and a Herod amend many things, 
Tis one thing to have fin alarmed by convictions, 
and another to have it captivated and crucified by 
converting grace. Many, becauſe they have been 
troubled for their ſins, think well of their caſe, 
miſerably . miſtaking Conviction for Conver ſion. 
Others think, that becauſe they have given. off 
their riotous courſes, and are broken off from 
evil company, and reduced to ſobriety, they are 
now real Converts, eng that there is a vaſt 
difference between being ſanctified and civilized; 
and that mary ſeek to enter into the kingdom of 
heaven, and are not far from it, and arrive to the 
almoſt of Chriſtianity, Acts xxvi. 28, and yet fall 
ſhort at laſt, While Conſcience holds the whip 
over them, many will pray, hear, read, and for- 
bear their delightful fins ; but no ſooner is the 
Lion aſleep, but they are at their vomit again. 
Who more religious than the Jews, when God's 
hand was upon them? Yet no ſooner was the 
affliction over, but they forgot God, and ſhewed 
their religion to be a fit. „ | | 
Hear then, O fenners. Why would you wilfully 
deceive yourſelves, and build your hopes upon the 
ſand? 1 know he ſhall find hard work of it that 

| goes to pluck away your hopes. It cannot but be 
ungrateful to you, and truly it is not pleaſing to 
it me. I ſet about it as a Surgeon, when he is to cut 
* off a. putrified member from his well- beloved 
it friend, which-of force, he muſt do, tho' with an 
* aching heart andatrembling hand. But underſtand 
. me, brethren, I am only taking dowa the ruinous 
lf houſe (which will otherwiſe ſpeedily fall of 110 
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and bury you in the rubbiſh) that I may build it 
fair, ſtrong, and firm for ever. The hope of the 
wicked ſhall periſh. And hadſt thou not better, O 
finner, let the Word convince thee now in time, 
and let go thy falſe hopes, than have Death to open 
thine eyes, and find thyſelf in hell before thou 
art aware? Let your conſcience ſpeak: What is 
it that you have to plead for yourſelves? Is it that 

ou wear Chriſt's livery that you bear his name? 
That you are of the Church? That you have 
knowledge inthe points of Religion; are civilized, 


erform religious Duties, are juſt in your Deal- 


ings, have been troubled in Conſcience for your 
ſins? I tell you from the Lord, theſe pleas will 
never be accepted at God's bar; all this, tho? 
ood in itlelf, will not prove you converted, and 
fo will not ſuffice to your ſalvation. O! bethink 
yourſelves of turning ſpeedily and ſoundly : ſet 
to praying, and to reading and ſtudying your own 
hearts; reſt not till God hath made thorough 
work with you; for you muſt be other men, or 
elſe you are loſt men. | 1 
But if theſe be ſhort of Converſion, what ſhall 
I ſay of the prophane finner? he mult know from 
the Lord that made him, that he is far from the 
kingdom of God. , May a man be civilized, and 
not converted ? where then ſhall the drunkard 


and the glutton appear? May a man keep com- 


pany with the wile Virgins, and yet be ſhut out? 
Shall not a companion of fools much more be de- 
ſtroyed? May a man be true and juſt in his deal- 
ng, and yet not be juſtified of God: what then 
will become of thee, O wretched man, . whoſe 
conſcience tells thee thou art falſe in thy trade, 
and falſe of thy word, and makeſt thy advan- 
tage by a lying tongue? If men may be brought 
to the performance of holy duties, and yet go 
down to perdition for reſting in them, and-fittin 


down on this ide of Converſion, what will be. 


come of you, O miſerable families, that live with» 
out God in the world? and of you, O wretched 
39s 7 fingers 1 


9 


3a The Nature of Converſion; 
ſinners! with whom God is ſcarce in all your 
thoughts; that are ſo ignorant that you cannot, or 
ſo careleſs that you will not pray! O repent and 
be converted; break off your ſins by righteouſ- 
neſs; away to Chriſt for pardoning and rene wing 
grace: give up yourſelves to him to walk with 
him in holineſs, or elſe you ſhall never ſee God. 
O that you would take the warning of God! In 
his name I once more admoniſh you : turn you at 
my reproof. Be ſober, righteous, godly, Waſh 
ur hands, you finners, purify your hearts, ye 
double- minded. Ceale to do evil. Learn to do 
well. But if you will go on, you muſt die. 


4 
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CHAP, II. 


Sewing what Coxvaersion is, 


% 
— 


I May not leave you with your eyes half open, as 

he that faw men as trees walking, The word is 
profitable for Doctrine, as well as Reproof, And 
therefore having thus far conducted you by the 
Rocks of fo many miſtakes, I would guide you 
into the harbour of Truth, 

Converſion then is a thorough change beth of 
the heart and life: I ſhall briefly deſcribe it in its 
nature and caules, | | 

1. The Author ; lis the Spirit of God, and there- 
fore tis called the ſanchiſication of the Spirit: yet 

not excluding the other perſons in the Trinity: 
For the Apoſtle teacheth us to bleſs the Father of 
aur Lord Feſus Chriſt, for that he hath begotten us 
again. And Chritt is ſaid to give repentance 
unto 4frac!, and the children which God hath 
At! F given 


* 


of the Spirit, John iii. 8. 


So then tis a work above man's power. Never 
think thou canſt convert thyſelf; if ever thou 


would ſt be converted, thou muſt deſpair of doing 


it in thine own ſtrength. It is a reſurtection from 
the dead, a new creation, a ſupernatural work, 
Gal. vi. 15. 1 5 yes 
2. The moving cauſe is Internal or External. 
The Internal Movcr is. only Free Grace. . Not by 
Works of Righteouſneſs which we have done, 
but of his own Merey he ſaved us. 3 
God finds nothing in a man to turn his heart, 


but enough to provoke. his loathing. Look back 


upon. thyſelf ;. look upon thyſelf in thy blood. 
Open thy ſepulchre. Behold thy putrid ſoul, thy 
loathſome members. Behold thy ghaſtly. viſage, 
thy crawling luſts, thy ſlime and corruption! How 
then ſhould. Holineſs and Purity love thee? B 

aſtoniſhed; O Heavens, at this! Be moved 0 
Earth. Who but muſt needs cry, Grace! Grace! 
Hear and bluſh, you Children of the moſt High; 


O you unthankful Generation! One would think 


you ſhould be doing nothing but praifing and ad- 
miring God, wherever you are. How can you 


make ſhift to forget ſuch Grace, or to paſs it over 


with a ſlight-mention? How affeCionately doth 
Peter lift up his hands, Bleſſed be the God and Father 
of our Lord Feſus, who of his abundant mercy hath 


begotten us again, 1 Pet. 1. g. How feelingly doth - 
Paul 8 the free mercy of God! God, whozs 


rich in mercy, for his great love whererwith he loved us, 
hath quickened us together with Chriſt ; by Grace ye 
are fave, Eph. ii. 4, 5. 


he external Mover is the Merit and interceſſion of | 
the blefſed Jeſus. He hath obtained gifts for the re- 


bellious, and thro' him it is that God worketh in 
us what is well-pleaſing in his ſight. Thro' him 
are all ſpiritual bleſhngs beſtowed upon us in hea» 
venly places, Eph, i, 3. He intercedeth for them 


that 
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given him. Vet this work is principally aſcribed 
to the Holy Ghoſt, and ſo we are ſaid to be bore. 


o 
- DU —xů ů ——— — 


34 The Nature of Converſion: 


that believe not. Every convert is the fruit of his 
travail. O never was an infant born into the world 
with that difficulty that Chriſtrendured; for us! 
How emphatically he groaneth in his travail: All 
the pains that he ſuffered on his croſs, Were our 
birth-pains. He ſanctified himſelf {thatis, ſet apart 
himſelf as a ſacrifice) that we may be ſanQtified, 
John xvii. 1 
Tis nothing then but the Merit and Interceſſion 
of Chriſt, that prevails with God to beſtow on us 
Grace. If thou art a new creature, thou knoweſt 
to whom thou oweſt it, to Chriſt's pangs and 
prayers, Hence the natural affection of a Believer 
to Chriſt. The foal doth not more naturally run 
after the dam, than a Believer to Jeſus Chriſt. 
3. The Inſtrument is either Perſona! vr Real. | 
The. perſonal is the Miniſtry, I have begotten 
you in Chriſt through the Goſpel, 1 Cor. iv. 15s 
Chriſt's: Miniſters are they that ate ſent. to open 
men's eyes, and to turn them to God. 5 
Ounthankful world, little do ye know what you 
are doing, while you are perſecuting the meſſen- 
gers of the Lord. Theſe are they, whole buſineſs 
it is under Chriſt) to ſave you. Whom have 
reproached and blaſphemed ? Againſt whom have 
you exalted your voice, and liſted your eyes on 
high ? Theſe are the ſervants of the moſt high 
God, that ſhew unto you the way of ſalvation, 
Acts xvi. 17, and do ypu thus requite them O 
fooliſh and unwiſe! Oſons of Ingratitude! againſt 
whom do you ſport yourſelves ? Theſe are the in- 
ſtruments that God uſes to convert and ſave you. 
The real Inſtrument is the Word, We were be- 
gotten by the word of truth : this is that which 
enlightens the eye, which converteth the ſoul, 
Pfal. xix. 7, 8, which maketh wiſe to ſalvation, 
2 Tim. iii. 13. This is the incorruptible ſeed, by 
which we are bora again. If we are waſhed, it is 
by the word, Eph. v. 26. If we are ſanctified, it 
is thro? the truth, John xvii. 7 


You 
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Lou that have felt its renewing power, be for 
ever thankful for it; tie it about your necks, write 
it upon your hand. When you go, let it lead you; 
when you ſleep let it keep you: when you Wake, 
let it talk with you: ſay with holy David, I will» | 
not Forget = precepts, for by them thou haſt quick- 
ened me, Pſal. cxix. 9g. You thatareunconverted, 
read the word with diligence, flock to it Where 
powerfully preached, fill the porches as the multi- 
tude: of the impotent, blind, Halt, withered, wait- 
ing for the moving of the water, John v. g, pray 
for the coming of the Spirit in the word; come 
off thy knees to the ſermon, and come to thy 
knees from the ſermon: the feed doth not proſ- 
per, becauſe not watered by prayers, and tears, 
nor covered by meditation. | 

4. The final cauſe is Man's Salvation, and God's 


Glory. We are choſen thro' ſanctification to fal- 
vation, 2 Theſſ. ii. 13, called, that we might be 
.glorthed, but eſpecially that God might be glori- 


ted; that we ſhould teu forth his pratfe, and be 
fruitful in good works, Col, i. 10. O Chriſtian! do 
not forget the end of thy calling; let thy tight 
une, Matt. v. 16, let thy lamp burn, let thy fruits 
be good, and many, and in ſeaſon, Plal. i. g, let 
all thy -defrgns fall in with God's that he may be 
magniſtied in thee. 2 | 
5+ The ſubject is the Sinner, and that in all his pants 
and powers, members and mind. 
This charige of Converſion paſſes throughout the 
whole ſubject. A carnal perſon may have ſome. 
ſhreds of good morality, but he is never good 
throughout the whole cloth, the whole body of 
holineſs : Converſion is no repairing of the old 
building, but it takes all down, and erects a new 
ſtructure: *tis not the putting in a patch, or ſew- 
ing a liſt of holineſs 3 þut, with the true Convert, 
holineſs is woven into all his powers, principles 
and practice. The fincere chriſtian is quite anew 
fabric, from the foundation to the top-ſtone all 
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fire-new, He is a new man, a new creature, All 
things are become new. Converſion is a deep 


work, a heart-work; it tuins all upſide down, 


and makes a man be in a new world. It goes 
throughout with men, throughout the mind, 
throughout the members, throughout the motions 
of the whole man, | 2 | 

1. Throughout the mind, It makes an univerſal 
change within, Firſt, it turns the balance of the 


judgment, ſo that God and his glory weigh down 


all carnal and worldly intereſt, It opens the eye 
of the mind, and makes the ſcales of its native ig- 
norance to fall off, and turns men from darknelis 
to light. The man that before ſaw no danger in 
his condition, now concludes himlelf loſt for ever, 
except renewed by the power of Grace, He that 
formerly thought there was little hurt in ſin, now 
comes to ſee it to be the chief of evils; he ſees 
the unreaſonableneſs, unrighteouſneſs, and defor- 
mity that is in ſin; ſo that he is affrighted with it, 
Joaths it, flees it, and even abhors himſelf for it. 
He that could ſee little ſin in himſelf, and could 
find no matter for confeſſion before God, unleſs 
it were ſome few groſs evils: now fin reviveth 


within him, he ſees the rottenneſs of his heart, and 


deſperate and deep pollution of his whole nature: 
he cries, “ unclean, unclean 3 Lord, purge me 
with hyſſop, waſh me thoroughly, create in me a 
new heart.” He ſees himſelf altogether become 
filthy, corrupt, both root and tree; he writes un- 
clean upon all his parts and powers and perform- 
ances : he ſees the blaſphemy, and theft, and 
murder, and adultery that is in his heart, which 
before he was ignorant of: heretofore he ſaw no 
form or comelineſs in Chriſt, or beauty, that he 
ſhould defire him; but now he finds the hid trea- 
ſure, and will ſell all to buy this field. 

Now, according to this new light, the man is of 
another mind, another judgment, than he was? 
now God is all with him, he hath none in heaven, 
nor on earth, like him, Pſal, Ixxiil. 25, He pg 
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fers him before all the world : his favour is his 
life ; the light of his countenance is more than 
corn or wine and oil, the good that formerly he 
enquired after, and ſet his heart upon, Now let 
all-che world beſet on one fide, aud God alone on 
the other; let the harlot put on her paint; aud 
preſent herſelf to the foul (as when Satan would 
have tempted our Saviour with her) in all the 
glory of her kingdoms, yet the foul will not fall 
down and worſhip her, but will prefer a naked, 
yea, a crucified, perſecuted Chriſt before her. This 
is the Convert's voice; The Lord is my port ion 
whom have I in heaven but thee? And there is none 
upon earth that I deſtre beſtdes thee, Cod is the 
firength of my heart, and my portion for ever, 
Secondly, It terns the bias of the Will, both as to © 
means and end, 1. Ie intention of the Will is altered. 
Now the man hath new ends-and dehgns: now 
he intends God above all, and defires aud deſigns 
nothing in all the world ſo much, as that Chriſt 
may be magnified in him. He counts himſelf more 
happy in this, than in all that the earth could yield, 
that he may be ſerviceable to Cbriſt, and bring 
him glory in his generation. This is the mark he 
aims at, that the name of Jelus may be great in 
the world. | 
Reader, doft thou view this, and never aſkthy- 
ſelf, whether it be thus with thee? Pauſe awhile, 
and breathe on this great concern, 8 
2. The'Eleflion is alſo changed, fo that he chuſeth 
another way. He pilcheth upon God as his bleſ- 
ſedneſs; upon Chriſt as the principal; and holi- 


He chuſeth Jeſus for his Lord, This choice is 
not made in a fright, as with the dying firmer, that 
doth only take Chrift rather than hell; but he de- 
liberately reſolves, that Chriſt is his beft choice, 
and would rather have him than all the good of 
this world. Again, he tak es holineſs for his path; 
he doth not of mere neceliny ſubmit to it, but he 

D | likes 


neſs as the ſubordinate means to bring him to God. 
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likes and loves it. He takes God's teſtimonies, 
not as his bondage, but as his heritage; yea, heri- 
tage for ever, Pl. cxix. 111. He counts them not 
his burden, but his bliſs; not his cords, but his 
cordials, He deth not only bear, but takes up 
Chriſt's yoke : he takes not holineſs as the ſto- 
mach doth the loathed potion, but as the hungry 
- doth his beloved food. No time paſſeth lo ſweet- 
ly with him as that which he ſpends in the exer- 
ciſes of holineſs; theſe are both his aliment and 
_ element, the deſire of his eyes, and the joy of his 
heart, 1 A 
Put thy Conſcience to it as thou goeſt, whether 

thou art the man, O happy man, if this be thy 
caſe! But fee thou be impartial in the ſcarch. 
- Thirdly, It turns the bent of the Affections. Theſe 
run all in a new channel: Jordan is driven back, 
and the water runs upwards againſt its natural 
courſe, Chriſt is his Hope, 1 Tim, i. 1, This is the 

bre Phil. iii. 8. here his eye, here his heart is. 
Hle is contented to caſt all over-board (as the mer- 
chant in ye ſtorm) ſo he may but keep this jewel. 

The firſt of his deferes is not after gold, but grace, 

He hungers after it, he ſeeks it as filver, he digs 
for it as hid treaſure; he had rather be gracious 
than be great ; he had rather be the holieſt man 
on earth, than the moſt learned, the moſt famous, 
moſt proſperous. Once he ſaid, O! If 1 were 
but in great eſteem, and rolled in wealth, and 
ſwimmed in pleaſure, then I ſhould be a happy 
man. But now the tone is changed, O! ſaith the 
Convert, if I had ſuch meaſures of grace, ſuch 
fellowſhip with God, though I were poor and de- 
ſpiſed, I ſhould account myſelf a bleſſed man. 
Reader, is this the language of thy ſoul ? 
_ His Foysare changed, He rejoiceth in the ways 

of God's Teſti monies, as much as in all riches, He 
delights in the law of the Lord, wherein once he 
had little ſavour. He hath no ſuch joy as in the 
thoughts of Chriſt, the fruition of his company, 
the proſperity of his people. | 


His 
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His Cares are altered: he was once ſet for the 
world, and any fcrap of time were enough for his 
foul. Now he gives over caring for the aſſes, and 
ſets his heart on the kingdom : now all the cry' 
is, What fhail 1 do to be faved ? His great lolicitude 
is now to ſecure his ſoul. | 

His Fears are not now of ſuffering. Obe he 
Was afraid of nothing fo much as the loſs of his. 
eſtate or eſteem, or the pleaſure. of friends; no- 
thing ſounded: ſo terrible to him as pain, or po- 
verty, or diſgrace : now theſe are little to him, 
in compariſon of God's diſhono ur or diſpleaſure. 
How warily doth he walk, leſt he ſhould tread 
upon a ſnare! He feareth. always, he looks, be-, 
fore and behind, leſt he ſhould be overtaken with 8 
ſin, It kills his heart to think of lohng God's. 
favour, this he dreads as his. only undoing, , _ 
thought in the world doth pain hin ſo much, 
to think of parting with Chriſt, 

His Love runs a new courſe, My 3 is eru- | 
cified, (ſaith holy Ignatius) that is, my Chriſt. 
This is my Beloved, ſaith the Spouſe. 

He can find no words ſweet enough, Let me fee 
thee, O light of mine eyes: come, O thou joy of ] 
ſpirit, Let me behold thee, O life of my had Appear 
unto me, O my great delight. O my God, my life, and 
the whole glory of my ſoul, Let me find thee, O de- 
fire of my heart. 

His ſorrows have now a new vent. The view 
of his ſins, the ſight of Chriſt crucified, that would 
ſcarce ſtir him before, now how much do ey 
affect his heart! 

Commune then with thine own honed: and attend 
the general current of thine affection, whether it 
be towards God in Chrilt above all other concern-, 


ments. Indeed the great enquiry is, whether the 


judgment and will be ſtandingly determined for 
God above all other good: and if the affections 


ſincerely follow their choice, tho? it be not ſo ſen- 
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ably a8 is to be-defived, there is no douht but the | 
change is ſaving. 
2. Throughout the members. Thoſe that were 3 
fore the — —— of fin, are new become the 
utenſils of Chriſt's living tewple, He that 
before abuſed his body, now poſſe ſleth his veſlch 
in fanftlification and honour; in temperance, 


chaſtity, and ſobriety, and dedicateth it to the 


Bord. 
The eye that was once a wandering eve, a Wan- 
toneye;ahaugh ty, a covetous eye, is now employed 
in weepmy over its ſins, in beholding God in his 
Works, in reading his word, in looking, up and 
_ down for ebjzetts of Ps and opportunities for 
is fervice, 
The ear that was onee open to'Satan's call, and 
N — nothing. fo. much as filthy {or at leaſt 
rothy tabky, and the fool's laughter, is now bored 
= the door of Chriſt's houſe,, and oper to his dif- 
eipline;  waith, Spcat Lord for thy fervant heartth, 


_ _aridiwaits for his words as the rain, and reliſhcth 


them more than the appointed food. 
Hie heart is now become an altar of incenſe, 


here the fre cf divine love is ever kept in, and 


whence the daily ſacrifice. of prayer and praile, 


Aud ſuveb incehſe of holy delires and ejaculations, 


are continually afeending, 
The mouth is become a well of life, his tongue 


as choice ſilver, and his lips- ſeod many; now the 


ſalt: of grace hath ſeaſoned his ſpeecb, and cleanſ- 


ed me mouth from its fikhy communication, 
flattery, boaſting, railing, lying, ſwearing, back- 
biring,. that once came like: the flaſhes that pro- 
ceed from the hell that was in the heart. The 
throat that was once an open ſehulchre, now ſends 
forth the ſweet 8 — and holy diſ- 
courſe, and the man fpraks- in another ue, 
in the language of Cananny and is never ſo well as 
when talking — God and Chriſt, and the matters 
of ariother n His mouth bringeth forth 
wiſdom, 
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wiſdom, his tongue hath become the ſilver trumpet 


of his Maker's praiſe, his glory, and the beſt mem- | 


ber that he hath. 


3. Throughout the he and practice. The man 


takes a new courſe. is conveſation is in heaven, 
No ſooner doth Chriſt call, but he ſtraight way 


becomes a follower of him, When God hath the 
new heart, and writes his law in his mind, he 
forthwith walks in his ſtatutes, and keeps his 


judgments. 


Tho? fin may dwell in him, yet it hath no more © 
dominion over him. He hath his fruit unto holineſs, - 
and hath an unfeigned reſpect to all God's com- 
mandments, making conſcience even of little fins 
and little duties. His very infirmities, which he 


cannot help, are his ſaul's burden, and are like 


the duſt in a man's eye, which tho” but little, yet 


is not a little troubleſome. O man ! doſt thou 


read this, and never turn in upon thy ſoul by- 
ſelf. examination? The ſincere convert is not one 


man at Church, and another at home; he is not 
a ſaint on his knees, and a cheat in his ſhop ; he 
will not tythe mint and cummin, and * neglett 
mercy and judgment, and the weighty matters of 
the law; he doth not pictend to Piety and neg- 
lect Morality ; but he turneth From all his fins, 


and keeps all God's ſtatutes, if not perfectly, yet 
ſincerely, not allowing himſelf in the breach of 
any. Now he delights in the word, and ſets him- * 


{elf to prayer, and opens his hand, (if able) and 
draws out his ſoul to the hungry; and hath a good 


conſcience, willing in all things to live honeſtly, and to 


keep without offence towards God ànd man. 


Here again you ſhall find the unſoundneſs of - 
many, that take themſelves for good Chriſtians : 5 


they are partial in the law, and take up with the 
cheap and eafy duties of religion, but go not 


through with the work. They are as cakes not 
turned, half toaſted and half faw, It may be, you 


ſhall have them exa@ in their words, punctual in 


their dealings, but they do not exerciſe thems-;. 
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felves unto godlineſs; and for examining them- 
ſelves, and governing their hearts, to this they 
are ſtrangers. You may have them duly at the 
church, but follow them to their families, and 
there you ſhall ſee little but the world minded. 
Or, if:rhey have a road for family-daries, follow 
them to their cloſets, and there you ſhall find 
their ſouls are little looked after. it may be they 
ſeem otherways religious, but bridle not their 
tongues, It may be they come up to cloſet and 
family-prayer; but follow them to their ſhops, 
and there you ſhall find them in à trade of lying, 
or ſome covert way of deceit. EN 
Xx 6. „ The Terms are either from which, or te 
4 „„ 8 . 8 
1 1. The Terms from vhiclſt we turn in this motion of 
. converſion, are, Sin, Satan, the World, and our own 
- Righteouſneſs. . 
Firſt; Sin. When a man is converted, he is out 
With fin; yea, with all in, but moſt of all with 
his own fins, and efpecially with his boſom - ſin. 
Sin. is now the butt of his indignation, His lins 
Tet abroach has ſorrows. *Tis {in that pierces him 
and wounds him, he feels it like a thoin in his 
. ſide, Hike a prick in his eyes; he is not impatient 
of any burden ſo much as of his fin, If God ſhould 
give him his choice; he would chuſe any afflictibn, 
ne might he rid of ſin. 9 5 
Before Converſion, he had light” thoughts of 
fin; he cheriſhed it in his bofoim, as Unak his 
'- amb; he nouriſhed it, aud it grew up together 
with Him, and lay in his bofom, and was to him 
as a daughter: but when God opens his eyes by 
Converſion, he throws it away with abhorrence, 
as a. man would a loathſome toad, which in the 
dark he hath Hugged faſt in his hofom, and thought 
ät had been ſome Harmlefs Bird. When a man is 
: thoroughly changed, he is not only deeply con- 
.-. vinced of the danger, but defilement of in'; and, 
O how earneſt is he with God tobe purified! He 
uns to Chriſt, and caſts himſeff into the fountain 
"IEF : for 
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for fin and for uncleannefs. He abhors his once- 
beloved fin, as a eleanly nature doth the troagY 
and mire wherein he fees the ſwine delight. The 
ſound convert is hearty engaged againſt ſin. He 


can forgive his other enemies, he can pity them, 


but here he is implacable, here he is ſet upon re- 
venge; his eye fall not pity, his hand ſhalt not 
fpare, though it be a right hand, or a right eye: 
be it a gainful fin, molt delight ful to his nature; 
rather throw. his gain down the kennel, fee his 


credit fall, or the flower of pleaſutre wither in his 


Rand, than he will allow himſelf in any known 
way of ſin. He will grant no indulgence, he will 
give no toleration, he draws upon fin wherever 
he meets it, and frowns-upon it with this unwel- 
come ſalute, Have I found thee; O mine enemy 
Reader, hath thy confcience been at work while 


| thouhaſt been looking over theſe lines ? Haſt thou 


pondered thete things in thy heart? Halt thou 
learehed the book within, to ice if theſe things be 


10 It not, read it again, and make thy confeience 


ſpeak, whether or 1t04t be not thus with thee, 
Haſt thou crucified thy flefh;, with its affections 
and luſts: and not only confeſſed but forfaken thy 
Ans: If not, thou art yet unconverted. Doth not 
conſcience fly in thy face as thou readeſt, and tell 


thee thou liveſt in a way of lying for thy advan- 
tage, that thou uſeſt deceit in thy calling, that 
there is ſome way of ſecret wantonnels that thou 


liweſt im? Why then do not deceive thy ſelf, thou 
art in the gall of bitternels, and bond of inig1 nity 
Doth not thy unbridled” tongue, thy intempe- 
rance, thy wicked company, thy neglett of prayer, 


| of reading and _— the word, row witriefs 


againſt thee, and ſay, We are thy works, aud we will 
fellow thee? Or, if I have not- Hit thee right, doth 
not one within tell thee there is ſuch or ſuch a way, 


that thou knoweſt to bo evil, that yet thou dot 
. tolerate thyſelf ing and art willing to ſpare? If 


. 


this 
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this be the caſe, thou art to this day unregenerate, 
and muſt be changed. or condemned, | | 
Secondly, Satan. Converſion binds the ſtrong 
man, ſpoils his armour, caſts out his goods, turns: 
men from the powerof Satan unto God. The real 
convert ſerves now another maſter ; he goes and 
comes at Chriſt's beck: he watches againſt the 
ſnares and baits of Satan, and ſtudies ta be ac- 
quainted with has devices: he is ſuſpicious of his 
lots, and is very jealous in what comes athwart 
Kine” leſt Satan ſhould have ſome deſigu upon him; 
he wreſtles againſt principalities and pewers, Eph. 
vi. 12. He entertains the meſſenger of Satan as 


men do the meſſenger of death: he keeps his eye. 


upon his enemy, and watches in his duties; Jeſt 
Satan ſhould put in his foot. BY 

Thirdly, The World, Before a ſound Faith, a 
man is overcome of the world ; either he bows 
down to Mammon, or idolizes his reputation, or; 
.1s a lover of pleaſure more than a lover of God, 2 Tim. 
iii. 4. Here is the root of man's miſery by the fall, 
he is turned aſide to the creature inſtead of God, 
and gives that great eſteem, confidence, and af- 
fection to the creature that is due to him alone. 


O miſerable. man! What a deformed monſter. 
hath fin made thee! God made thee little lower 


than the, Angels ; fan, little better than the devils 
a monſter that hath his head and heart where his 
feet ſhould be, and his feet kicking againſt hea- 
ven. The world that was formed to ſerve thee, 


is come to rule thee, and the deceitful harlot hath. 


bewitched thee with her inchantments, and made 
thee bow down and ſerve her. 


But converting grace ſets all in order again, and 
puts God on the throne, and the world at his foot-, 


ol: Chriſt in the heart,. and the world under 
the feet. So St. Paul, I am creczfed.fo the world, 


and the world to me. Before this change all the cry 
was, Who will fhew us any worldly good? But 
now he ſings another tune, Lord, lift up the light 

of 
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of thy countenance upon me, and take the corn: and 
wine whoſoever will. Before, his heart's delight 


was in the world; then the ſong: was, Foul, take 
thy eaſe, eat, drinky and be merry, thou haſt mack 
goods laid up for many years; but now-all this 19 


withered, and there is na comelineſs that he-fhould 


deh1e-1t : and he tunes up with the-ſweet Pſalmilt 
of Iſrael, the Lord is the portion of my inheritance, 
the lines are fallen to me in a fair place, and Ihave a 
goodly heritage, e boaſteth himſelf in: God. No- 
thing elſe can give him content. He hath written 
Vanity and Vexation upon all his worldly enjoy- 
ments, and loſs and dung upon all human excel - 
lencies. He hath life and immortality now in 
chaſe. He trades for grace and glory, and hath a 
crown incorruptible in purſuit. He fyrſt ſeeks the 


kingdom of heaven, and the righteouſneſs there- 


of, and religion is no longer a matter by the bya 
with him, but the mein of his cars, Once he 
would do more for gain than godlineſs, mere to 


areas his friend or his fleſh, than to pleaſe the 


that made him; and God muſt fland by till 
the world were firſt ſerved: ; but: now all muſt 
ſtand by: he hates father“ and mother, aud life, 
and all, in comparifon. of Chriſt. Well then,; 
pauſe a little, and look within; doth not this 
nearly concern thee ? Thou pretendeſt for Shriſt, 
but doth» notsthre worked ſwap thee? Doſt not thou 
fake more reul delight in the world than in him? 
Doſt thou not find thyſelf better at eaſe when this 
world goes. to thy mind, than when retired. to 


prayer and meditation, or attending upon God's 


word and worſhip? No ſurer evidence of an un- 
converted ſtate, than to have the thi of the 
world uppermoſt in our aim, love, and eſtimation. 

Wuh the ſound convert, Chriſt hath the ſupre- 
macy. How dear is his name to him? How pre- 
cious is his favour ? The name of Jeſus is engra- 
ven upon his heart. Here is the pbarl of great 
price, here is his treaſure, here is his hope. This 
is his glory, * my Beloved 15 mine, and I am his.” 
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O *tis ſweeter to him to be able to ſay, Chriſt is 
mine, than if he could fay, the kingdom is mine, 
the Indies are mine. LIE 
Fourthly, Your on 8288 Before Con- 
verſion, Man feeks to cover himſelf with his own 
fig-leaves, and to lick himſelf whole with his own 
duties, Mich. vi. 6, 7. He is apt to ſet up his own 
righteouſneſs, and not to ſubmit to the righteoufneſy 
of God. Now he caſts away his filthy rags. Now 
he is brought to poverty of ſpirit ; all his inven- 
tory is, poor, and miſerable, and wretched, and blind, 
and naked, He fees a world of iniquity in his 
holy things, and calls his once idolized righte- 
ouſneſs but filth and loſs, and would not for a 
thouſand worlds be found in himfelf, Now he 
begins to ſet a high price upon Chriſt's righteoul. 
neſs: he ſees the need of Chriſt in every duty: 
he cannot live without him; or cannot pray with- 
out him: Chriſt muſt go with him; or elſe he 
cannot come into the prefence of God; he ſets 
himſelf down for a loſt undone man without him; 
he is fixed in Chriſt, as the root of a tree ſpreads 
in the earth for ſtability and nutriment, Before, 
the news of Chriſt was a ale and faplefs thing; 


but now how ſweet is Chriſt, In a. word, the 


voice of the convert is with the Martyr, None 

but Chriſt. 5 | 3 | 
The terms are either Ultimate or Subordinate, 

The Ultimate is, God the Father, Son, and 


Holy Ghoſt, whom the new Convert takes as his 


All- ſufficient and eternal bleſſedneſs. A man is 
never truly ſanctified till his very heart be ſet 
upon God above all things, as his portion. Theſe 
are the natural breathings of a believer's heart, 
Thou art my portion. My ſoul ſhalt make her boaft 
in the Lord. My expeflation is from him, he only is 
my Rock, and my Salvation, he is my Defence in 
God is my Salvation and Glory, the Rock of my 
Strength, and my refuge is in God, 


Would 


The Nature of Converſion. 1 
Would you put it to an iſſue, Whether you be 


converted or not! Now let thy ſoul and all that 


is within thee attend. „ 
Halt thou taken God for thy happineſs? Where 


doth the content of thy heart lie? Whence doth 


thy choiceſt comfort come in? Come, and with 
Abraham lift up thine eyes eaſtward, and look 
about thee, What is it that thou wouldſt have in 
heaven, or on earth to make thee: happy ? If 
God ſhould give thee thy choice, as he did to 
Solomon, or ſhould ſay to thee as Ahaſuerus to 
Eſther, What is thy petition, and what is thy requeſt, 
and it Mall be granted thee? What wouldſt thou 
alk? Go into the gardens of pleaſure, and gather 
all the fragrant flowers from thence. Would theſe 
content thee? Go to the treaſures of Mammon; 
ſuppoſe thou mighteit lade thyſelf from hence. 
Go tu the trophies of hongur,; what thinkeſt 
thou of being a man of renown, and having 2 
name like the name of the great men of the earth ? 
Would any of this, all this, ſuffice thee and make 
thee a happy man? If ſo, then certainly thou art 
unconverted.' If not; go farther; wade into the 
divine excellencics, the ſtore of his mercies, the 
depths unfathomable of his All-ſuftciency ; doth' 


this ſuit thee bet, and pleaſe thee molt? Doſt 


thou ſay, *7ts good to be here? Matt. xvii, 4. Here 
will I pitch, here will I live and die? Walt thou 
let all the world go rather than this? Then it is 


well between God and thee : happy art thou, O 
man! happy art thou, that thou ever waſt born: 
if God can make thee happy: thou muſt needs be 


happy : for thou haſt vouched the Lord to be thy 
God. Doſt thou ſay to Chriſt, -Tky Father ſhall be 
my Father, and thy God my God.. Here 1s the turn- 
ing point. An unſound profeſſor never takes up 
his reſt, in God; but converting grace cures the 
fatal miſery of the fall, by turning the heart from 
its idol to the living God: Now ſays the ſoul, 
Lord, whither ſhall 7 
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go? Thou haſt the words f 
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eternal life, John vi. 68, Here he centers; tis 


the entrance of heaven to him, to ſee his intereſt 
in God, When he diſcovers this, he faith, Return 
wnto thy veſt, O my youl, for the Lord vrath dealt boun. 
tifully with thee. And it is even ready to breathe 
out Simeon's fong, Lord now leteeſt thou thy ſervant 


cle part in peace. 1 . | 
The mediate term of Converſion is Ether prin- 
cipal or l principal. 


The Principal is Chriſt, the only mediator be- 
'tween God and man. His work is to bring us to 
God. He 1s the way to the Father, the only door 
by Which we may enter. Converſion brings over 
the ſoul to Chriſt, as the only means to life, as the 
only way, the only name given under heaven, 
He looks not for ſalvation in any other but him, 
nor in any other with him; but throws himſelf 
on Chriſt alone, as one that caſts himſelf with 
outſpread arms upon the ſea. | 
| Thus the poor ſoul doth venture on Chriſt, and 
-refol vedly adheres to him. Before Converſion 
the man made light of Chriſt, minded the farm, 
Friends, "merchandiſe more than Chriſt,” Now 
Chrift is to him as his neceſſary food, his daily 


bread, the life of his heart, the ſtaff of his life. 


His great deſigu is, that Chriſt may be magniked 


in him. His heart once ſaid as they to the Spouſe, 


What is thy beloved more than another? He found 


more ſweetneſs in his merry company, wicked 
games, earthly delights, than in Chriſt. He took 
religion for a faney, and the talk of great enjoy. 


ments for an idle dream, but now to him to live 4 
\Chrift, He ſets light by all that is accounted pre. 
cious, for the excellency of the knowledge 0 

All of Chriſt” is accepted by the fincere Con- 


vert: he loves not only the wages, but the work 
of Chriſt, He is willing not only to tread out 


the corn, but to draw under the yoke : he takes 
up the commands of Chriſt, yea, and the croſs of 
Chriſt. 


The 


The Nature of Converſion. 49 
The unſound clofeth by halves with Chriſt; he 
is all for the ſalvation of Chriſt, but he is not for 
ſanctification. This is an error in the foundation: 
whoſoever loveth life, let him beware here: tis an 
undoing miſtake, of which you have been often 
warned, and yet none more common. ' Jeſus is a 
ſweet name, but men love not the Lord Fefſus in 


fmeerity, Eph. vi. 24. They will not have him as 


God offers, To: be a Prince and a Saviour. They. 
divide what God hath joined, the King and the 
Prieſt. Every man's vote is for ſalvation from 
ſuffering, but they defire not to be ſaved from ſin- 
ning. Yea, many divide here again; they would 
be Content to have ſome of their fins deſtro ed, 
but they cannot leave the lap of Delilah, or dis 
vorce the beloved Herodias. They cannot be 
cruel to the right eye, or right hand. O! be in- 
finitely tender here, your ſouls he upon it. The 
ſound Convert takes a whole Chriſt, and takes 
him for all intents and purpoſes ; without excep- 
tions, without limitations, without reſerves, He. 
is willing to have Chriſt upon his own terms, 
upon any.terms, He is willing to have the domi- 
nion of Chriſt, as well as deliverance by Chriſt: 
he ſaith with Paul, Lord, what wilt thou have me to 
do? Any thing, Lord. He ſends the blank to 
Chriſt, to ſet. down his own conditions. 
. The leſs principal is the laws, ordinances, and 
ways of Chriſt. , The heart that was once ſet. 
againſt theſe, and could not endure the ſeverity .. 
of theſe ways, now falls in love with them, and 
chuſes them as its rule and guide ſor ever. | 
Four things (IL obſerve, God doth work in every. 
ſound Convert, with reference to the laws and 
ways of Ghrift, by which you may know your 
ſtate, if you will be faithful to your own ſouls: 
therefore keep your. 28 upon TI hearts as _ 
go along. 
1. The judgment ts brought to approve of them 4 
moſt righiteous and moſt reaſonable. The mind is 
. to like the of God; and the pre- 
E judices“ 
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so The Nature of Converſion, 


judices hat were once againſt them are removed, 


The underſtanding affenis to them all, as holy, 
Juſt, and good. His judgment is for the ways of 
God, and that not only the abſolute, but compa- 
rative juagment; he thinks them not only beit in 
general, but beſt for him: he looks upon the 
rules of religion, not only as tolerable, out defira- 
ble; more deſirable than gold: yea, than much 
nne gold. | | 

2. The defere of the heart 15 40 know the whole mind 
of Chriſt, He would not have ane lin undiſcovered, 
nor be ignorant of one duty. *Tis the earneſt 
breathing of his heait, „ Lord, if there be any 


of wickedneſs in me. do thou diſcover it. 


What I know not, teach thau me; and if I have 
done iniquity, I will do it no more.” The gract- 
ous heart is Willing to know the whole compaſs 
of his Maker's law. He receives with all accep- 
tation the word that convincet him of any duty 
that he knew not; or minded nat before, or dil- 
covereth any ſin that lay hid before. NEVER 

g. The will. is determined for the ways of Chriſt, 
Before all the pleaſures of hn, and proſperities of the 
world, His conſent is not extorted by ſome et re- 
mity of anguiſh, ner is it only a ſudden and haſty 
reſobve, but he is deliberately purpoſud, aud comes 
off freely to the choice; his will is for Chriſt's 
Jaws and government ; ſo that he takes them not 
up as his toil-or burthen, but his bliſs, He had 
rather (if he might have his choice) live a ſtrict 
and holy life, than the moſt proſperous and flou- 
riſhing life in the world, Chriſt keeps not his 
ſubjects in by force, but is king of a willing people. 
They are {through his grage) freely reſolved for 
mis ſervice, and do it out of choice, not as ſlaves, 
but as the ſon or ſpouſe, from à ſpring of love, 
and a loyal mind. In a word, te laws of Chriſſ 
are the Conveit's love, deſire, delight, and con- 
tinual ſtudy. LAS | | 

4. The bent of tas courſe is direbted-to: keep God's 
Fatutes, Tis the daily care of his life, to _ 
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The Nature of Converfots, "$4 


with God, He ſeeks great things, he hath noble 
deſigns. He aims at nothing leis than Perfection; 
he deſires it, he reaches after it, he would not ret 
in any pitch of grace till he were quite rid of ſin, 
and had per fected holinets. | 

A found convert deſires holineſs for holineſs* 
fake, and not only for heaven's ſake. He would 
not be ſutisfied with fo much as might fave him 


from hell, but deſires the higheſt picch 3 yet de- 


res are not enough. What is thy way and thy 
courſe ? Is the drift and feope of thy life altered P 
Is holineſs thy trade, and reiigion thy bufineſs? 
If not, thou art ſhort of found converſion. 

And is this that we huve deſcribed, the conver- 
fion that is of abſolute neceſſity to ſalvation? Then 
be informed, 1. That {trait 15 the gate, and nar 
row the way that leadeth unto life, 2. That there 
are but few that find it. g. That there is need of a 
divine power to convert a {inner to Jeſus Chriſt, 

Again, Then be exhorted, O thou that readeſt, 
to turn it upon'thine own ſelf, What ſaith con- 
ſcience? Doth it not twitch thee as thou goeſt ? 
Is this thy judgment, and is this thy choice, and 
this thy way, that we have deſcribed ? If fo, tis 
well. But doth not thy heart condemn thee, and 
tell thee, there is ſuch a fin thou liveſt in againft 
thy conſcience? Doth it not tell thee, there is 
ſuch and ſuch a ſecret way of wickednels that 
thou makeſt no bones of? Such or fuch a duty, 
that tho: makeſt no confcrence of ? 

Doth not confcience carry thee to thy cloſet, 
and tell thee how feldom prayer and reading are 
performed there? Doth it not carry thee to thy 
family, and ſhew thee the charge of God, and'the ' 
ſouls of thy children and fervants, that are neg- 
letted there? Doth not conſcience lead thee tb 
thy ſhop, thy trade, and tell thee of ſome myſte- 
ry of iniquity there? Doth it not found thee in 
thy ear tor the loofe company thou keepelt, and 
the precious time thou miſ-{pendelt ? 

E 2 O con- 


52 The Neceſſity of Converſion. 


O conſcience! Do thy duty: in the Name of 
the living God, I command thee, diſcharge thine 
office, lay hold upon this finner, fall upon him, 
arreſt him, apprebend him, undeceive him! 
What! Wilt thou flatter and ſmooth him while 
he lives in his fius? Awake, O conſcience ! 
What meaneſt thou, O fleeper ? What !. haft thou 
never a reproof in thy mouth ?> What! Shall 
this foul die in this neglect of God and eternity, 
and thou altogether hold thy peace ? Shall he 
go on {til} in his treſpaſſes, and yet have peace ? 
O! rouſe up thyſelf, and do thy work; now let 
the Preacher in thy boſom ſpeak; cry aloud and 
ipare not; lift up thy voice like a trumpet ; let 
not the Blood of his foul be required at thy hands, 
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Of the NVeceſſity of Cox vxksiov. 
* may be you are apt to wonder why I follow 


you with ſuch earneſtneſs, ſtill ringing one 
lefion in your ears, that you ſhould repent, and be 
converted, Were it a matter of indifferency, I 
would never keep {o much ado: but would you 
not have me ſo ſolicitous for you, when I fee you 
ready to periſh? As the Lord liveth, before whom | 
I am, I have not the leaſt hopes to ſee one of your 
faces in heaven, except you be converted; Hut- 
terly deſpair of your ſalvation, exrept you will be 
prevailed with to turn thoroughly, and give. up 
yourſelves to God, Hath God ſaid, Except ye be 
born again, ye cannot ſee the kingdom of God, Jobn 
iii. 3. and yet do you wonder why your miniſters 
ſo painfully travail in birth with you? Thank it 
not ftrange that J am earneſt with you to follow 
aſter holineſs, and long to lee the image of God 
upon you ; never did any, nor thall any, enter 

into heaven by any other way but this, 
What 
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The Neceſlity of 'Converfion, 53 
W hat is it that thou doſt count neceſſary ? Is 
thy bread neceflaty ? Is thy breath heceflary? 


Then thy converſion is much more mneceſfary, 
Indeed, this is the one thing neceſſary. Thine 


the pearl of great prive, and yet be u gainer by 
the purchaſe, Thy life is not riteeffary, thou 
mayelt part with it for Chriſt to infinite adban- 
tage. Thine eſteem is not neceſſary; thou mayeſt 
be reproached for the Name of Chriſt, and yet be 
happy; yea, much more happy in Teproath than 
in repute. But thy converſion is neceflaty, thy 


damnation lies upon it; and is it wot feedful in 


o important a cafe, to look about thee ? On this 
one point depends thy mak ing or marring'to all 
eternity. 


But I ſhall more particularly ſhew'the neceſſity 


of Converſion in five things: without this, 
1. Thy Being is in vain. Is it not a pity thou 


eſtate is not necellaty ; thva mayeſt fell all for 


ſhouldſt be good for nething, an unprofitable - 


burden of the earth? Thus thou art whilſt un- 
converted; for thou canſt not anfwer the end of 
thy being. Is it not for the divine pleafure thdu 
art and wert created? Did he not make ther for 
himſelf? Art thou a man, and Haſt thou reafon'? 
Then bethink thyſelf why and whence thy being 


is: behold God's workmanfhip in thy body, and 


aſk thyſelf; To what ond did God rear this fabric 
Conſider the noble faculties of thy heaven-born 
foul; to what end did God 'beſtow thefe excel- 
lencies? To no other, than that thou ſhouldett 
gratify thy ſenſes ? Did God lend men, like the 


ſwallows, into the world only te gather a few 


ſticks and dirt, and build their neſts, and breed 
up their young, and then away? The very hea- 
thens could fee farther than this, 
O man! Set thy reaſor a little in the chair. Is 
it not pity ſuch a goodly fabric ſhould be raifed 
in vain ? Verily, thou art in vain, except thou 
art for God: better thou hadſt no being, than not 
to be for him, Wouldit thou ſerve thy end? Thou 
E 3 muſt 
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muſt repent and be converted: without this, thou 
art to no purpoſe : yea, to bad purpoſe, . 

Firſt, To no purpoſe. Man unconverti-d is like a 
choice inſtrument that hath every ſtring broke or 
out of tune; the Spirit of the living God mult re- 
pair and tune it, and ſweetly move it by the power 
of grace, or elſe thy prayers will be but howlings, 
and all thy ſervices will make no muſic in the ears 
of the moſt Holy. All thy pawers and faculties 
are ſo corrupt in thy natural ſtate, that except 
thou be purged from dead works, thou canſt not 
{ſerve the living God. p 0 

An unſanctified man cannot work the work of 
God; 1. He hath no ſkill in it he is as unſkilful 
in the work as in the word of righteouſneſs, Heh. 
v. 13. There are great myſteries, as well inthe 
practice as principles of godlineis ; now the un- 
regenerate know not the Myſteries of the kingdom 
of heaven. You may as well expect him to read, 
that never learned the alphabet, as that a natural 
man ſhould do the Lord any pleaſing ſervice. 2. 
He hath ne ſtrength for it. How weak is his heart! 
He is preſently tired: the Sabbath; what a wea- 
rineſs is it]! He is without ſtrength, yea, ſtark dead 
in ſin. g. He hath no mind to it + he deſires not 
the knowledge of God's ways; he doth not know 
them, and he doth not care to know them. He 


knows not, neither will he underſtand. So that 


a man may as well expect the trees ihould ſpeak, 
or look for motion from the dead, as for any ſer- 


vice, holy and acceptable to God, from the un- 


conveited. | 
Secondly, To bad purpoſe. The uncanverted 


- ſoul is a very cage of unclean birds, a ſepulchre 


full of corruption. O dreadful cale! Was it ſuch 
an abomination to the Jews, when Antiochus ſet 
up che picture of a ſwine at the entrance of the 
temple! How much more abominable then would 
it have been, to have had the very temple itſelf 
turned into a ſtable or a ſtye, and ta have had the 
Hol; Hau e ο,,jNalik eile tone of asl: turngd 
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into a draught houſe ? This is the very caſe of 
the unregenerate; all thy members are turned 
into inſtruments of unrighteoufneſs, ſervants of 

Satans ; OATH N r 6 
O abuſe inſufferable! To ſee: a heaven» born 
foul abaſed to the filthieſt drudgery l Po ſee the 
glory of God's Creation, the chief of the works- 
of God, the Lord of the umverle, lapping with 
the Prodigal at the trough! Was it ſuch a lamen- 
tation to ſee thoſe that fed delicately, ſit deſolate 
in the ſtreets; and thole that were clothedin 
ſcarlet, embrace dunghills! And is it not much 
more fearful to ſee the only. thing that hath, im- 
mortality in this lower world, and carries the 
ſtamp of God, become as a veſſel wherein there is 
no pleafure; (which is but a modeſt expreſſion of 
the veſſel men put to the moſt ſordid uſe.) , O in- 
dignity intolerable] Better thou wert daſhed into 
a thouſand pieces, than continue tobe abaſed to 

10 filthy a lervice. 1 
II. Not only man, but the whole vifeble creation ts. 
in vain without this... Beloved, God hath made all 
the viſible creatures in heaven and earth for the 
ſervice of man, and man only is the {ſpokefman 
for all the reſt. Man. is in the univerſe: like the 
tongue to the body, which ſpeaks for all the: 
members; the other creatures cannot praiſe their 
Maker, but by dumb figns and hints to man, that 
he may ſpeak for them. Man is as it were the 
High- prieſt of God's Creation, to offer the ſacri- 
fice of praiſe for all his fellow- creatures. The 
Lord God expetteth a tribute of praiſe for all his 
works. Now all the reſt bring in their tribute to 
man, and pay it in by his hand; ſo then if a man 
be falie and faithleſs, God is wranged of all, and 

ſhall have no active glory from his works. 
O dreadful thought! That God ſhould build 
ſuch a world as this, and lay out ſuch infinite 
power, and wildom, and goodnefſs thereupon; and 
man ſhould be guilty of robbing and fpoiling him 
of the glory of al!! O think of this! While thou 
axt 


$6 The Neceffity of ' Converſion, 

art untonverted, all the offices of the creatures to 
thee are in vain ; thy meat nouriſhes thee in vain 5 
the ſun holds forth his light to thee in vain; thy 
clothes warm thee in vain ; thy beaſt cafries thee 
in vain, In a word, the unweatied-labour and 
continual travail of the whole creation (as to thee 
7s in vain. The lervice of all the creatures that) 
yietd forth their itrength unto thee, (that there- 
with thou ſhouldſt ferve their Maker) is all but 
tolt labour, Hence the whole creation groaneth 
under the abule of this unſerttified world; that 
pervert them to the ſervice of their luſts, quite 
contrary to the very end of their being, 


III. Without this thy religion is vain. All thy 


religious performances will be loſt, for they can 
neither pleaſe God, nor fave thy ſeul, which are 
the very ends of religion. Be thy ſervices never 
4o ſpeciousp yet God hath no pleaſure in them? 
Is not that man's caſe dreadful, whoſe ſacrifices 
are as murder, and whofe prayers are a breath of 
abomination ? Many under convictions think 
they will begin to nend, and that a few prayers 
and alms will ſalve all; but alas, While your 
hearts remain unfanctied, your duties will not 
paſs. God threatens it, as the greateſt of tempo- 
ral judgments, that they mould build and not in- 
habit, plant, and not gather, and their labouts 
thould be eaten up by ſtrangers. Is it ſo great a 
miſery to loſe our common labours, to ſow in 
vain, and build in vain? How much more to loſe 
our pains in religion, to pray, and hear, and faſt 
in vain? This is an undoing and eternal loſs, Be 
not deceived, if thou goeſt on in thy finful ſtate, 
tho' thou ſhouldit ſpread forth thine hands, Got 
wili hide his eyes: tho“ thou make many prayers, 
he will not hear. If a ſervant do our work but 
quite'comrary to our order, he ſhall have rather 
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ſtripes than praiſe, God's work muſt de done 
according to God's mind, or he will not beplea&- 


a holy heart, . | 
IV. Without this thy hopes are in vain. "EK 


Firſt, Thy hopes of comfort here are in vain. Tis 


ed; and this cannot be, except it be. done with 


not only neceſfary to the ſafety, but comfort of 


our condition, that you be converted. Without 
this you Hull not know peace, Without, the fear of 
God you cannot have the comfort of the Holy Ghoſts 
If you have a falſe peace, continuing in your fins, 
tis not of 'God's ſpeaking, and then you may guels 
the author, Sin is a real fickneſs, yea, the workt 
of ficknefs; it is a leproſy in the head, the plague 


in the heart; it is brokenneſs in the bones: is 
pierceth, it woundeth, it racketh, it tormentethy, - 
A man may as well expect eaſe when his bones 


are out of joint, as true comfort while in his ſins. 


Sin doth naturally breed diſtempers and diſtur- 


bances in the ſoul.* what a continual tempeſt is 


there in a diſcontented mind! What an eating | 
evil is inordinate care} What is paſſion but a very . 
fever in the mind? What is luſt but a fire in the 


bones? What is pride but a deadly tympany? Or 
covetouſneſs, but an inſatiable and unſufſerable 
thirſt? Or malice and envy, but venom in the 


very heart ? And how can that foul have trus 
comfort that is under ſo many diſeaſes? But 
converting grace cures, and ſo eaſes the mind > 
prepares the ſoul for a {ettled, ſtanding, immortal 
peace: great peace have they that love thy commands 


ments, and nothing ſhall offend them - 


Secondly, Thy hopes of fatvation hereafter "IN 


vain, yea, worie than in vain; they are molt in- 


Jurious to God, moſt pernicious: to thyſelf: "there 
is death, deſperation, blaſphemy in the bowels 'o$ 


this hope, 1. There is death in it Thy confidence 
hall be rooted out of thy Tabernacles, (God will up: 
with it root and branch) it all bring them to th 

| | King 
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Ring of Terrors. 2 There 1s deſperation in it: 
Where ts the hope of the hypocrite ! When God taketh 
away his. foul? Then there is an end for ever of 
his hope. But the ri; kteous hath hope in his death, 
Prov. xxiv. 32. When niture is dying, his hopes 
are living; when his body is languithing, his 
hopes are flouriſhing : his hope is a living hope, 
but the other a dying, yea, a damning, ſoul un- 
doing. hope. For the eyes of the wicked hall fail, 
and their hope ſhall be as the giving up of the . ghoſt. 
Wicked men are fixed in their carnal hope, and 
will not be beaten out of it; they hold it faſt, 
they will not let it go; yea, but death will knock 
off their fingers; though. we cannot undeceive 
them, death and judgment will ; when death 
Arikes his dart through thy liver, it will out thy 
foul and thy hopes together. g. There ts blaſphe- 
my in it. To hope we ſhall be laved, though con- 
tinuing unconverted, it is to hope we.ſhall prove 
God a liar, He hath told you, that whatever you 
be or do, nothing ſhall avail you to falvation, un- 
leſs you become new. creatures, Gal, vi. 13. To 
ſay God is merciful, and we hope will fave us 
neverihelofs, is in effect to lay, He hope God will 
not do as he ſays. 2 

„% Why, but we hope in Jeſus Chriſt, we put 
our whole truſt in God, and therefore doubt not 
but we ſhalt be ſaved” 

Anſ. 1. This is not to hope in Chriſt, but a 
Chriſt. To hope to lee the kingdom of God, with- 
out being born again, to hope to find eternal life 
in the broad way, is to hope Chriſt will prove a 
falſe prophet. 'Tis David's plea, 1 hope in thy word ; 
but this hope is againſt the word. Shew me a word 
of Chriſt for thy hope, that he will ſave thee in 
thy prophane N of his ſervice, and I will 


never go to ſhake thy confidence. | 
2. God doth with abhorrence rejef this hope. God 
will notendute to be made a prop to men in their 
fins: the Lord rejecteth thoſe preſumptuous ſinners 
that went on {till in their treſpaſſes, and yet wg 
of 
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ftay themſelves upon Iſrael's God, ha, xlviii. 1, 
2, zs a man would ſhake off the briars taat cleave 
to his garment, | 

«© gut would you have us deſpair ” 

A. You muſt deſpair of ever coming to heaven 
as you are, that is, While you remain unconvert- 
ed. You muſt deipair of ever ſecing the face of 
God without hohnefs : but you muſt by no means 
deſpair of finding mercy; upon your thorough re- 
pentance and couverſton; neither may ydu deſpair 
of attaining to repentance and converhon in the 


uſe of God's means. 


V. Without this, all that God hath done and fuſe 
fered will be (as to you in vain, John xii. 8. Luvs 
ii. 14. that is, it will no way avail you to ſalvation. 
Many urge this as à ſufficient ground for their 
hopes, that Chriſt died for ſtuners: but I mult. 
tell you, Chr iſt never died to ſave impenitent and 
unconverted finners (ſo continuing) 2 Tim. ii. g. 
A great divine was wont, in his private dealings 


with ſouls, to aſk two queſtions; a> What hath 


Chriſt done for you 2. What hath Chriſt wrought 


in you? Without the application of the Spivit * 


in regeneration, we can have no ſaving intereſt 
in the benefits of redemption, LtetLyau fromthe 
Lord, Chritt hunlelf cau not aue you if you gu on 
in this ſtate, 

I. It were again tus cruſt; The Mediator is the 


ſervant of the Father, Ia. xhi. 1. ſhews his com- 


miſhon from him, and acts in his name. Now 
Chriſt would quite croſs his Father's glary, his 
greateſt truſt, if he ſhould. ſave men in their favs, 
for this were eee en all his counkeis,. and to 
offer violence to all his attributes. 


Firld; Toeveturs-all d 8e of keinghalue 
is the dor, that men ſhauld be brought through 


ſanQification to ſalvation. if thou canit repeal 
the law of God's immutable counſel, ar corrupt 
him whom the Father hach fealed, to go dire 
againlt his commiſſion, then, and not otherwiſe, 

mayeſt 
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mayeſt thou get to heaven in this condition. To 
hope that Chriſt will ſave thee while unconvert. 
ed, is to hope that God will falſify his truſt, Be 


aſſured, Chriſt will ſave none in a way contrary 


to his Father's will. 


© Secondly, To offer violence to all his aitributes.. 
1. To his juſtice, tor the righteouſneſs of God's. 
judgment hes in rendering to all according to 


their works. Now ſhould men ſow to the fleſh, 
and yet of the jt reap everlaſting life, where 
were the glory of divine Juſtice, ance it would 
be given to the wicked according to the work of 


the righteous? 2. To his holineſs. If God ſhould 


not only fave ſinners, but ſave them in their fins, 
his holineſs would be exceedingly defaced. It 
would be offering extreme violence to the infinite 
purity of the divine nature to have ſuch to dwell 
with him. If holy David would not endure ſuch 
in his houſe, no, nor in his ſight, Pſal. ci. 3, 7, 
can we think God will? g. To his veracity ;: for 
God hath declared from heaven, that if any ſhall 


Jay, he Mall have peace, though he ſhall go on in the 


imagination of his heart, his wrath ſhall. ſmoke againſt 
that man. That they { only } that confeſs and forſuke 


their jins ſhall find mercy. Prov. xxvili, 13. That 


they that ſhall enter into his hull muſt be of clean hands, 
and of a pure heart, Plal. xxiv. 3, 4. Where were 
God's truth, if notwithſtanding all this, he ſhould 
bring men to ſalvation without converſion P. O 


deſperate ſinner, that dareſt to hope that Chriſt * 


will put the lie upon his Father, and nullify his 
word to fave thee! 4. To his wiſdom : for this 
were to throw away the choiceſt of mercies on 


them that would not value them, nor were any 


way ſuited to them. Firſt, they would not value 
them : the unſanctiſied finner puts but little price 
upon God's great ſalvation. Now would it ſtand 
with wiſdom to force pardon and life upon thoſe 


chat would give no thanks for them ? 


x Secondly, 
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Secondly, They are no way. ſieited to them. The 
divine wildom is ſeen in 2 things to each 
other, the means to the eng, the W of the 
gift to the capacity of the receiver. Now, if 
Chriſt ſhould bring the unregenerateck finnęr to 
heaven, he could take no more felicity there, than 
a beaſt, if you ſhould bring him into a beautiful 
room to the ſociety of learned men and a well fur-' 
niſned table, whereas. the poor thing had much 
rather be grazing. with his fellow-brutes. Alas, 
what would an unſanctiſied creature do in heaven? 
He could take no content there, becauſe nothing 
{ſuits him. The place doth not ſuit him, he uk 
be quite out of his element, as a fiſh out pf water. 
The company doth not. ſuit him: what commu- 
nion hath darkneſs with light ? Corruption with 
Perfection? The emplayment doth not ſuit him: 
the anthems of heaven fit not his mouth, ſuit 
not his ear. Canſt thou charm thy beaſt with. 
muſic? Or, wilt thou Ing him to thy organ, 
and expect that. hc ſhould Keep time with the 
tuneful: choir? . | 

5. To lis immutadility, to his omniſciency or omni - 
patency ; for this is enrolled in the decrees of the 
court above, that nane but the pure in heart ſhall 
ever ſee God. This is laid up with him, and ſealed 
among his treaſures, Now, if Chriſt yet ring 
any to heaven uncanverted,. either he muſt. get 
them in without. his Father's knowledge, (and 
then where is his omniſciency ?) Or againſt his 


will, (and then where were his omnipotency 79 


Or he muſt change his will, (and then where were 
his immutability 7) „ 
Sinner, wilt thou not give up thy vain hops 
of being ſaved in this condition? Shall the earth 
be forſaken for thee,? Or the rocks moved out of their 
place! Job xviii. 4. May I not much more reaſon 
ſo with thee? ſhall. the laws of heayen be reverſed 
for thee'?. Shall the everlaſting foundations he 


overturned? Shall Chriſt put out the eye of his 


Father's omniſciency, Feen e An of his 
N | tern 
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eternal power {or thee ? Shall divine Juſtice be 
_ violated for thee ? Or the glory of his holineſs 
be blemiſhed ? O the impoſſibility, abſurdity, 
blaſphemy that is in ſuch a confidence!” To think 
Chriſt will ever ſave thee in this condition, is to 
make thy Saviour to become a ſinner, and to do 
more wrong to the infinite majeſty than all the 
"devils in hell ever did or could do; and yet wilt 

thou not give up ſuch a blaſphemous hope 5 
II. Againft his word. We need not ſay, 'Who 
all aſcend into heaven to bring down Chrift from 
above? Or rho ſhall deſcend into the deep, to bring 
up Chrift from beneath? The word is mgh us. Are 
you agreed that Chriſt ſhall end the controverly ? 
Hear then his own, words: Except you be convert- 
ed, you all in no wiſe enter the kingdom of heaven, 
Matt, zviii. g. You muſt be born again, John iii. 7. 
| if J waſh thee not, thou haſt no part in me, John viii. 
. Repent or periſh, Luke xiii, g. One word, one 
would think, were enough from Chriſt ; but how 
| often and earneſtly doth he reiterate it! Verih, 
1 verily, except a man be born again, ger not ſee the 
1 kingdom of God, John in. 3. 5. And wilt thou yet 
i believe thy own preſumptuous confidence, di- 
realy againſt Chriſt's words? He muſt go quite 
againſt the law of his kingdom, to ſave thee in 

this ſtate, 

III. Againſt his Oath. He hath lifted up his hand 
to heaven, he hath ſworn, that thoſe that remain 
in unbelief, and know not his ways (that is, are 
ignorant of them, or diſobedient to them) ſhall 
not enter into his reſt, Pfal. xcv. 11. Heb, iii. 
18. And wilt thou not yet believe, O ſinner, 
that he is in earneſt ? Canft thou hope he will 
be forſworn for thee ? The covenant of grace is 
eonfi:med by an oath, and ſealed by blood, Heb. 
vi. 17. Matt. xxvi. 28. but all muſt be made void, 

if thou be ſaved living and dying unſanttified. 
IV. Againſt his Honour, God will fo ſhew his 
love to the inner, as withal to ſhew his hatred 


to fin ; therefore he that names the name of 21 
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mu ſt depart Fey iniquity. And he that hath hope 
of life by Chriſt, muſt purify himſelf as he is 8 
The Lord Jeſus would have all the wor 
know, that though he pardons fin, he will not 
protect it. | | | : 
V. Againſt his'Offices. God hath exalted him to 


ze a Prince and a Saviour. He would act againſt 
both, ſhould he fave men in their ſins: it is the 


office of a king, to be a terror to evil-doers, and' a 
praiſe to them that do well. He is a Miniſter of God, 
an avenger, to execute wrath on him that doth evil. 
Now, ſhould Chriſt favour the ungodly, ({o con- 
tinuing) and take thoſe to reign with him, that 
would not that he ſhould reign over them, Luke 
' Xix., 27. this would be quite againſt his office, 
. What king would take rebels in open hoſtility in- 
to his court? What were this but to betray life, 


Kingdom, government, and all together. 


Again; as Chriſt would not be a Prince, ſo nei- 
ther would he be a Saviour, if he ſhould do this; 
for his ſalvation is ſpiritual ; he is called Jeu, 
becauſe he ſaves his people from their fins; fo 
that ſhould he ſave them in their ſins, he would 
be neither Lord nor Jeſus. . ee 
Application. Ariſe then; what meaneſt thou, O 

ſleeper? Awake, O ſecure ſinner! Leſt thou be 
conſumed in thine iniquities: ſay as the lepers, 
If we fit here, we ſhall die. Verily, it is not more 
certain that thou art now out of hell, than that 
thou ſhalt ſpeedily be in it, except thou repent, 
and be converted: there is this one door for thee 
to eſcape by. Ariſe then, O ſluggard, and ſhake . 
. off thine excuſes. How long wilt thou flumber, 
and fold thy hands to ſleep? © Wilt thou lie down. 
in the midſt of the ſea, or ſleep on the top of the 
maſt? There is no remedy, but thou mult either 
turn or burn. There is an unchangeable neoeſſity 
of the change of thy condition, except thou art 
reſolved to abide the worſt of it, and to try it out 
with the Almighty, If thou loveſt thy life, O 
man, ariſe — come away! 
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Oh, how wilful will thy deſtruction be, if thou 
ſhouldſt yet harden thyſelf in thy ſinful ſtate? But 
none of you can ſay but you have had fair warn- 
ing. Yet methinks I cannot tell how to leave 

you ſo. It is not enough for me to have delivered 
my own foul. "What! Shall I go away without 
my errand'? Will none of you ariſe and follow 
mer Have I been all this While ſpeaking to the 
wind? Have I been charming the deaf audder ? 
If you be men, and not ſenſeleſs ſtocks, ſtand ſtill 
and confider whither you are going: af you have 
the reaſon, and ungderftanding.of men, dare. not to 
run into the flames, and fall into hell with your 
eyes open, but bethink yourſelves, and ſet to the 
Work of repentance. What! Men, and yet run 
into the pit, when the very beaſts will not be for- 
ed in! What! endowed with reaſon, and yet 
dally with death and hell and the vengeance of 
the Almighty! Will you not haſten your eſcape 
from eternal torments? O ſhew yourſelves 
men, and let reaſon prevail with you: is it a 
reaſonable thing for you to contend againſt the 
Lord your Maker ? Or, 4o-harden yourſelves againſt 
tis word, as though the firength of Iſrael would he? 
Is it reaſonable that an underftanding creature 
Mould loſe, yea, live quite againſt the very end of 
his being, and be ha pitcher, only fit for 
the dunghill ? Hear, O heavens, and give ear, (0 
earth, and let the creatures without ſenſe be judges 
if this be reaſon, that man, whom Ged hath 
nouriſhed and brought up, Mould rebel againſt Aim ! 
Judge in your-ownfelves'; is ita reaſonable un- 
derſtanding for briars and thorns, to ſet them ſelves 
in battle againſt the devouring fite? Iſa. xxVii. 
; or for the potſherd of the earth to ſtrive with 
its Maker p 6 | | 


What Jball I. ſay? \I-could:{pend.mylelfain this 


argument, O that you would but hearken tome! 
And that you would jprefently »$et upon a new 
courſe! Will you mot be made clean? Mhen 
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ſhall it once be? Reader, ſhall I prevail with thee 
for one? Wilt thou ſit down and conſider, whe- 
ther it be not beſt toturn: come and let us reaſon” 
ad together : is it good for thee to be here? Wilt 
thou ſit ſtill ll the tide come upon thee ? Is it 


5 good for thee to try whether God will be fo good 
3 as his word, and to harden thyfelf in a conceit that 
5 all is well with thee, while thou remaineſt un- 
11 ſanctified. | | 3 5 
4 O diſtracted finners! What will their end be! 
5 What will they do in the day of viſitation ? i- 
% | ther will they ee for help? Where will they leave 
« their glory ? Ila. x. 3. How powerfully hath fin 
: bewitched them! Ho effeQtually hath the god 
4 of this world blinded them! How ſtrong is the 
, deluſion! how uncircumciſed their ears ! how 
f obdurate their hearts! Satan bath: them. gt his 
beck. But how long may I call, and can get no 


anſwer? Though I tell them there is death in the 
cup, yet they will take it up; though I tell them 
tis the broad way, and endeth in deſtruction, yet 
they will go on in it; I warn them, yet cannot 
win them, Sometimes 1 think the mercies of 
God will melt them, and his winning invitations 
will overcome them; but I find them as they 
were: ſometimes that the terror of the Lord will 
' perſuade them: yet neither will this do it, I am 
to then as the lovely ſong of one that hath a plea- 
ſant voice, yet I cannot get them to come under 
Chriſt's yoke. What ſhall 1 do for the daughter of 
my people? O Lord God help! Alas! ſhall / leave 
them thus | If they will not hear me, yet do thou 
hear me. O that they may yet live in thy gu, | Lord 
fave them, or elſe they periſh. My heart would melt 
to fee their houſes on fire about their ears, when they 
were faſt aſleep in their beds ; and, ſhall not my ſoul 
be maved within me, to fee them falling into endleſs 
perdition / Lord, have compaſſion, and aye them out 
ef the burning ; put forth thy divine power, and the 
' work wild be done : but as for me, I cannot prevail. 
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1582 O al. ſearching Light, and let. thy diſ- 
; cerning-eye diſcover the rotten foundation 
of the * f and lead me, O Lord 604, 
as thou didſt the prophet, into the chambers of 
Imagery, and dig through the wall of ſinners' 
hearts, and diſcover the hidden abominations that 
are lurking out of fight. Ocſend ;thy angel before 
me, as thou didſt be fore Peter, and make even the 
iron gates to fly open of their on accord. And 
as Jonathan no ſooner taſted the honey but his 
eyes were enlightened, ſo grant, O Lord, that 
When the poor deceived ſouls ſhall:cafl their eyes 
upon theſe lines, their minds maybe illuminated, 
and their conſciences awakened, that they may 
ſee with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and 

de converted, and thou mayeſt:heal thein! 

This muſt be remiſed, that tis certain men 
may have a — nt perſuaſion that-their, hearts 
and ſtates are good, and yet be unſound. Mea, 
5 they may be conhdent they are rich, and increaſed 
in grace. There is a generation that are: pure in tleir 
oon eyes, and yet are not waſhed from their fulthaneſs, 
Prov xxx. 12. So that they are. miſerably de- 
ceived that take a ſtrong confidence for a; ſuffici- 
ent evidence. They that have no better: proof 
than a ſtrong perſuaſion. that they are converted, 
are certainly es rangers to converſion. . 

But ſome of the unconverted carry. theirs marks 
n their forehead morc openly; and ſome in their 
hands more covertly. The apoſtle reckons up 

ſome upon whom he writes the ſentence of death; 
-2S — catalogues, which I .befeech 
you to attend to with all diligence, Eph. v. 3, 6. 
For this you u now, : that-no,whorenzanger, nor unclean 
Peron, nor covetous man, who is an idalater, hath 
any 
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any inheritance in therkingdom of «Chriſt and f God. 
Let no man deceiue you with. uain wards, ſor becau ſe 
of «theſe. thang s cometh the: wrath.of /Gad upon the-chal- 
dren iof diſoledience, Rev. xxi.8. But the fearful 
and unbelieuing, and abominable, and.murderers, and 
uioremongers, and ſorcerers, and idolatens,, and alt 
liars, Mall. have their part in the lake that burneth 
with (fore and brimſtone, which 25:the: ſecond death, 2 


Cor. vi. 9. 10. Know. ye not that the wunrighteons 


all not inherit tie tingdom of God? Be not Received; 
neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers,,nor 


16ffeminate, nor abuſers .of themſelves iti mantind, 


.no7.thaeves, nor covetous, nor drunkards,.nur.neuulers, 
nor extortione?s, Mall inherit the Aingdam of Gad; 
ſee Gal. v. 19, 20. Woe to them that have their 
name written in theſe. rolls; ſuch may know, as 


* . * 


certainly as if God had. told them from heaven, 
that they are under an impoſſibility of being ſaved 
zin this. Sanden, ate | LOG 
Theſe \paſt all diſpute) are unconverted, ; they 
. carry; their marks. in, their foreheads, ö 6 


1. Thẽ Unclean. Theſe are ever reckoned amon 
the goats, and have their names in all the befork- 
mentioned catalogues. ä n 

2. The Covetous, Theſe are ever branded for 
idolaters, and the doors of the, kingdom are ſhut 
againſt them by name. 5 42 | e 
3. Drunkards, Not enly fuch as drink away 
their reaſon, but ſuch as are ftrong for ſtron 
drink. The Lord fills his mouth with woes again 
theſe, and declares them to have no/igheHtanee 
in the kingdom of God, Had eg 


- 


4. Liars, The Lord that cannot lie has told | 


them, that there is ns place for them in his king- 
dom. e ee 
i 5. Swearers. The end of theſe without deep and 


ſperdy epentance, is ſwift det uttion? 


: 6. Raileras and Backbiters, that take up a re- 
Proach againſt their neighbour, or wound him be- 
ind his hack, 2 r 
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7. Thieves, 
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5. Thieves, Extortioners, oppreſſori, that over- reach 


their brethren, when they have them at an advan- 
tage: theſe muſt know that God is the avenger 
all ſuck, 1 Theſſ. iv. 6. Hear, O ye falſe and pur- 
loining and waſteful ſervants; hear, O ye deceit- 
ful tradeſmen, hear your ſentence: God will cer- 
tainly hold his door againſt you, and turn your 
treaſures of unrighteouſneſs into the treaſures of 
wrath, and make your ill- gotten filver and gold to 
torment you like burning metal in your bowels. 

8. All that live in the neglef of God's worſhip, that 
hear not his word, that call not on his name, that 
reſtrain prayer before God, that mind not their 
own or their famiiy's fouls, | | 


Sinner, conſider diligently whether thou art 
not to be found in one of theſe ranks; for-if this 
be thy caſe, thou art in the gall of bitterneſs and 
in the bond of intquily ; for all theſe carry their 
marks in their foreheads, and are undoubtedly the 
fons of death, | 

And if ſo, the Lord pity our poor congrega- 
tions. O how ſmall a number will be left, when 
theſe are out! Alas, on how many doors, on how 
many faces muſt we write, Lord have mercy upon 

us  Sirs, what ſhift do you make to keep up 
your confidence of your good ſtate, when God 
from heaven declares againſt you, and pronounces 
you in a ſtate of damnation ? Beloyed, God hath 
written it as with a Sun-beam in the book by which 


you muſt be judged, that none ſuch (except re- 


-newed by converting grace) ſhall eſcape the dam- 
"nation of hell, | | ee 

; And now [ imagine many will begin to blefs 
themſelves, and think all is well, becaule they 
cannot be ſpotted with grols evils; but I mult tell 


you, that there are another ſort of unſanctified 


perſons that carry not their marks in their fore- 
Reads, but more ſecretly in their hands; theſe fre- 
quently deceive themſelves and others, and paſs 
for good Chriſtians, Many paſs undiſcovered till 
death and judgment bring all to light, Brethren, I 
e beſcech 


—ů 


* 
* . 
1 o 

1 r „ CSE = 


" 
* 1 
a 4 a _qeaD.Daqaea 1 


* 
11 a. 


: 4a”. 


* 3 
a a Aa_20Þ0 wt 


„ Or HS SEE. cn 


* LM y—_ we. r 2 9 y_ =o 


SE 2h. Ih non TS o n= al. 4 wet. FA. x4 


\ 


The Marks of the Uniconvented. 69 


beſeech you deeply to lay to heart this awakening 


conſideration, That-multitudes miſcarry by the hand 


. of -fome ſecret ſin that is not only den, from athens, 


t, for want of obſerving chal: own hearts, even from 
themſelves. A man may be free from open pollu- 
tions, and yet die at laſt by the fatal hand of fame 
unobſerved iniquity. And chere are theſe follow- 
ing hidden ſins, through which ſouls go down by 


numbers into the chambers of death. As you love 


your lives, read carefully, With a holy jealouſyof 


yourſelves, . you ſhould be the perſons: con- 
-£erned, 


1. Wilful ignorance. | 0 bern many poor ſouls 
doth this ſin Kill in the dark! While they think 


verily they have good hearts, and are in che ready 
way to heaven! This is the murderer that diſ- 


atcheth thouſands in a ſilent manner, When they 
Faſpetr nothing, Ah! would it not have grieved 


a man's heart to have ſeen the woeful ſpectacle, 
"when the —_ Proteſtants were ſhut up (a multi- 
tude toge 


in a barn, and a butcher comes, and 
leads them ove by one (blindfold)to a hlock, here 
he flew them one after another ? But how much 
more ſhould your hearts bleed to think af the 


hundreds in great congregations, that wilful igno- 
rance doth butcher in ſecret, and lead hlindfald to 


the block ? Beware this be not your caſe: make 
no plea for ignorance: if you ſpare that ſin, know 


- "that it will not ſpare you: and a, Pewag e 80 


a murderer in his boſom ? 

2. Secret referves in cloſeng with. Chrif. To 55. 
ſake all for Chriſt, to hate Father and Mother, 
yea, a man's own life for him; Tlis i a rd 
faying. Some will do much, but they will nat be 
entirely devoted to Chriſt; they muſt have the 
ſweet fin; they have ſecret exceptions for life, 
liberty, or eftate, Many take Chriſt thus, band 


over head. and never caſt up the coſt; and this 


error in the foundation mars all, and ſecretly ruins 


them for ever, 


ge For- 


* 
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3. Formality in religion. Many reſt in the out. 


ſide of religion, in the external performances of 


holy duties. And this oft times doth moſt effec- 
tually deceive men, and more certainly undo 
them than open looſeneſs. They hear, they faſt, 
they pray, they give alms, and therefore will not 


believe but their caſe is good. Whereas reſting 
in the work done, and coming ſhort of the in- 
' ward power of religion, they fall at laſt into the 
burning lake, from the confident perſuahons. of 


their being in the ready way to heaven, O dread- 


ful caſe, when a man's religion ſhall ſerve only to 


harden him, and effectually to deceive his ſoul ! 
4. Trufting in their own righteouſneſs, When 
men truſt in their own righteouſneſs, they reject 


- Chriſt's, Beloved, you had need be watchful ; 


for not only your fins, but your duties, may undo 
you; a man may as certainly miſcarry by his ſeem- 


ing righteouſneſs as by groſs fins; When he truſts 


to this as his righteouſneſs before God, for the 
fatisfying of his juſtice, and obtaining of his own 
pardon ; for this is to put Chriſt out of office, 


and make a ſaviour of eur own duties and graces, 


5. The reſting in a certain pitch of religion. When 
they have ſo much as will ſave them (as they ſup- 


2 they look no farther, and ſo ſhew them- 


elves ſhort of true grace, which will ever put 


men upon aſpiring to further perfection. 
6. Fe love of the world. This is the lure evidence 


of an unſanctified heart, N 11. 18. 
But how cloſe doth this fin lurk oft-times un- 


der a fair covert of forward profeſſion! Yea, ſuch 


a power of deceit is there in this fin, that many 
times when every body elſe can ſee the man's 
worldlineſs, he cannot ſee it himſelf, but hath fo 


many colours, and excuſes, and pretences for his 


eagerneſs on the world, that he doth blind his 
own eyes, and periſh in his felf-deceit. How 
many are there, with whom the world hath more 
of their hearts than Chriſt, wko mind earthly things, 

and 
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and thereby are like to end in deſtruction? Yet 
aſk theſe men, and they will tell you confidently, 
they prize Chriſt above all; God forbidelſe!.and ' 
ſee not their own earthly- mindedneſs, for want of 
a narrow obſervation of the workings of their 
own hearts. D d they but carefully ſearch, they 
would quickly find that their greateſt content is 
in the world, Luke xii. 19. and their greateſt 
care and main endeavour is to get and ſecure the 
world: which is a certain diſcovery of an uncon- 
verted ſinner. 3 | | CELTS 
7. Reſentment againſt thoſe that diſreſpect them, or 
are injurious to thm. O how do many that ſeem to 
be 6; thr remember injuries and carry grudges, 
and will return men as good as they bring, ren- 
dering evil for evil, directly againſt the rule of 
the goſpel, the pattern of Chriſt, and the nature 
of God. Doubtleſs where this evil is kept in the 
heart, that perſon is in a ſtate of death, 
Reader, Joch nothing of this touch thee? Art 
thou in one of the fore-mentioned ranks:? O 
ſearch, and ſearch again! take tity heart ſolemnly 
to taſk; woe unto thee, if, after thy profeſſion, 
thou ſhouldſt be found under the power of wilful 


ignorance, loſt in formality, drowned in earthly 
mindedneſs, envenomed with malice, or exalted 


in an opinion of their own righteouſneſs ; this 
would be a fad diſcovery, that all thy religion was 
in vain, But I proceed. © LES: | 

8. Pride, When men love the praiſe of: men, 
more than the praiſe of God, tis certain they are 
yet in their fins, When men ſee not, nor groan, 
under the pride of their own hearts, tis a ſign 
they are ſtark dead in fin, ' O how ſecretly doth 
this ſin live and reign in many hearts, and they 
now it not, | 5 

g. Carnal ſecurity, or a preſumptuous confidence that 
thetr condition is already good. Many cry, peace and 
ſafety, when ſudden deſtruction is coming upon 
them, Men are willing to cheriſh in themſelves, 
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epon ever ſo light grounds, a hope that their 
condition is good, and ſo look not out after a 


change, and by this means periſh in their ſins. 


Are you at peace? She me upon what grounds 
your peace is maintained. Is it Scripture- peace? 


Can you fhew the diſtinguiſhing marks of a ſound 
believer * If not, fcar this peace more than any, 


trouble; and know, that a carnal peace doth 


commonly prove the molt mortal. enemy of the 


By this time I think I hear my readers crying 


out with the -difciples, Who then fhall be ſaved ? 


Set out from among our .congregations all the 


prophane onthe one hand, and then all theſe forts, 
of cloſe and ſeif-decerving hy pocrites on the other, 
ard tell me then whether, it be not a remnaut that 
ffrall be faved. 5 ode WES 

And now, conſcience, do thy office; ſpeak out, 
and ſpeak . home to him that readeth theſe lines. 


If thou find any of theſe marks upon him, thou 
muſt eee him utterly unclean. Take not 
up a ſie into thy mouth, ſpeak not peace to him, 
te WH¹ñRm G od {peaks no peace. I require thee in 
the name of God, to go with me to the ſearch.of 
the ſuſpetted houſe. Wilt thou hold thy peace 
at ſueh a time as this ? I adjure thee by the living. 
God, that thou tell us the truth. Is tke man con- 
verted; or is he not? Doth he allow bimſelf in 


any way of fin, or doth he not ? Doth he truly 


love, and pleaſe, and delight in God, or not 
Come, put it to an iſſue. 

How long ſhall this foul live at uncertainties p 
O conſcience ! bring in thy verdift, Is this man 
z new man, or is he not ? How doſt thou find it 
Hath there paſs'd a thorough and mighty change 
upon him, or not? When was the time where 
Was the place ? or What was the means by which 
this thorough change was wrought in his ſoul ? 
Speak, Conſcience; or if thou canſt not tell time 
and place, canſt thou ſhew Scripture evidence that 
te Work is done? Hath the man ever been taken 
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off from his falſe. bottom, from the falſe hopes, 
and falſe peace wherein: he once truſted? Hath 
ke been convinced of fin, and of his loſt and un- 
done condition, and brought out of himſelf, and 
off from his ſins, to give himſelf up entirely to 
Jeſus-Chrilt ? Or, doſt thou not iind him to this 
day under the power of ignorance, or in the mire 
of prophaneneſs? Haſt thou not taken, upon him 
the gains of unrighteouſneſs? Doſt thou not 
find him a ſtranger to prayer, a neglecter of the 
word, a lover of this/preſent world ? Doſt thou 
not often catch him in a lie? Doſt thou not find 
his heart fermented With malice, or burning with 
luſt, or going after his covetouſneſs? Speak 
plainly to all the forementioned pa rticnlars*: canſt 
thou acquit this man, this woman, from being 
one of the characters here deſcribed ? If he be 
found to be one of them, ſet him aſide; he muſt 
be converted, and made a new creature, or elſe 
he cannot enter into the kingdom of God. 
Bgloved; be not your own betrayers, Do not 
oy = your own hearts, nor ſet your hands to 
your on ruin, by a wilful blinding of youtfelves, 
Set up a tribunal in your on breaſts, bring the 
word and conſcience together. O! follow the 
ſearch till you have found how the caſe ſtands; 
miſtake here and periſn. And tuch is the treach- 
ery. of the heart, the ſubtlety of the tempter, and 
the deceit fulneſs of ſin: and withal, fo common 
and eaſy it is to be miſtaken, that 'tis a thouſand 


to one but you will: be deceived, unleſs ybu be 


very careful and impartial in the enquiry: 0! 
therefore, ply your work, go to the bottom; ſearch 
with candles, weigh yourlelf in the balance, come 
to the ſtandard of the ſanctuary, bring your coin 
to the touchſtone. Satan is maſter of deceit j he 
can draw to the life; there is nothing but he can 
imitate; you cannot. with for any grace, but he 
can fit you to a hair with a counterfe t. Trage 
warily, look. on every piece you take; be jealous, 
truſt not your own hearts. Run to God to ſearch 


A 
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you and try you; to examine you, and prove 
your rems, If other helps ſufhce not to bring all 
to an iſſue, but you are {till at a loſs, open your 
caſes faithfully to ſome godly and faithful Mi- 
niſter, Mal. ii. 7, reſt not till you have put the 
buſineſs of your eternal welfare out of queſtion, 
0 ! Searcher of hearts, put thou this ſoul upon, and 
help him in his ſearch. 
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Cñewing the Miferies of the Unconverted. 


OO unſpeakably dreadful is the caſe of every 
unconverted foul, that. I have ſometimes 
thought, if I could but convince men, that they 
were yet in a great mealure unregenerate, the 
work would be done. 553 
But I ſadly experience, that ſuch a ſpirit of 
Noth and ſlumber poſſeſſeth the unſanttified, that 
though they be convinced they are unconverted, 
yet they careleſsly fat ſtill: and what throuzh 
pleaſures, or worldly buſineſs, or noiſe and cla- 
mour of earthly cares and affe&tions, the voice of 
conſcience is drowned, and men go no farther 
than ſome cold wiſhes, and general purpoſes of 
amending. | 
Tis therefore of high neceſſity that I not only 
convince men that they are unconverted, but en- 


deavour to bring them to a ſenſe of the fearful 


miſery of this ſtate, : | 

But, What tongue can tell the heirs of hell 
ſufficiently of their miſery! Where is the ready 
writer, whoſe pen-can decypher their miſery that 
are without God in the world? + Who knoweth 
(ſaith Moſes ) the pawer of thine anger? And how 
ſhall I tell men that which I do not know? Yet 
ſo much we know, as one would think would 
Thake the heart of that man that had the leaſt 
degree of ſenſe, 


But 
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But could I uncover the face of the deep and 
the devouring gulph of Tophet, in all its terrors, 
and open the gates of the infernal furnace, alas 
he hath no eyes to fee it. He neither doth, nor 
can know the things of God, becauſe they are 
ſpiritually diſcerned, He is a child of darkneſs, 
and walks in darknefs, Yea, the light in him 
is darkneſs, „ | | 

Shall I found in his ear the terrible trump of 
God's. Judgments, that one would think ſhould 
make both his ears to tingle, looſe his joints, and 
make his knees ſmite one agaialt another! Yet, 
alas, he perceives me not, he. hath no ears to 
hear, | | | Meeps 
Which way then ſhall I come at the miſerable 
objects that I have to deal with? Who ſhall make 
the heart of ſtone to relent ? Or the lifeleſs car- 
caſe to feel and move? That God that is able of 
ſtones to raiſe up children unto Abraham, that loves 
to work like himſelf, beyond the hopgs and be- 
hef of man; that peopleth his church with dry 
bones; he is able to do this, Therefore I bow. 
my knee to the molt high God; and as our Saviour 
prayed at the ſepulchre of Lazarus, fo doth your 
mourning miniſter kneel about your graves, and 
carry you in the arms of prayer to that God in 
whom your help is found. | | 

O thou all-powerful Fehovah, that workeft, and 
none can let thee! that haſt the keys of death and 


hell, pity thou the dead ſouls that lie here en- 


tombed, and roll away the grave-ſtone, and lay, 
as to Lazarus when already ſtinking, Come forth. 


Lighten thou this darkneſs, O inacceſible Light, 


and let the day-(pring from on high viſit the dark 
regions of the dead, to whom 1 tpeak ; for thon 
canſt open the eyes that death itſelf hath cloſed, 
thou that formed the ear, canſt reſtore the hear- 
ing; {ay thou to thefe ears, Ephphatha, and they 
ſhall be opened. Give thou eyes to ſee thine ex- 
cellencies ; a taſte that may reliſh thy fweetnels ; 
a ſcent that may ſavour thy ointments ; a feeling 
[> I POR; G 2 that 
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that may diſcern the privilege of thy favour; the 
burden of thy Wrath, the intolerable weight of 


.unpardened fin ; and give thy ſervants order to 


propheſy to the dry bones, and let the effects of 
this prophecy be as of thy prophet, when he 
prophehed the Valley of dry bones irito a 45 
army exceeding great. But I muſt proceed, as 
am able, to unfold that myſtery, which no tongue 
can fully unfold, no heart can ſufficiently com- 
prehend, Know e that While thou arr 
unconverted, | 

I. . infinite God 18 engaged agatn/t thee. 

Thou art not only without God, but God is 
egainſt thee.. O! i God Would but ſtand a neuter, 
though he did not own or help the poor ſinner, 
his caſe were not ſo deeply miſerable, though God 
ſnould give up the poor creature to the will of 


his enemaes, to do their worſt with him ; though 


he ſhould deliver him over to the tormentors, 
that devils might tear and torture him to their ut- 
moſt power and fkill, yet this was not half fo 
res og But. God will ſet himſelf againſt the 
ſinner; and, believe it, Tis a fearful thing to fall 
into the hands of the living God, There is no friend 
like bim, no enemy like him. As much as heaven 
is above the earth, ſo much more horrible is it to 
fall into the hands of the living God, than into 
the paws of bears or lions, yea, furies or devils. 
Thy deſtruction ſhall come from the preſence of 
the Lord, 2 Thefl. i. 9. Tophet is deep and large, : 
and the wrath of KG, Lord, like a river of brim- 
ſtone, doth kindle it, Iſa. xxx. 33. If God be 
againſt thee, who ſhall be for thee? IF one man 
hn againft another, the Judge ſhall judge him; 
but if a man fin againſt the Lord, who ball in- 
treat for him? 1 Sam, ii. 25, Thou, even thou art 
to be feared ; and who ſhall A in thy ſiglit, when 
thou art once angry ?"' 
Sinner ! methinks, this ſhould go like a dagger 
to thy heart, to know that God is thine enemy: O 
| whithes 
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thyſelf ? There's no hope for thee, unleſs thou 
lay down thy weapons, and ſue out thy 'pardony 
and get Chriſt to ſtand thy friend, and make thy 

eace : if it were not for this, thou mighteſt go 
into ſome: howling wilderneſs, and there pine in 
ſorrow, and run mad for anguiſh of heart and 


horrible deſpair : but in Chriit there is a poſſibi- 


lity of mercy for thee, yea, a proffer of mercy to 
thee, that thou mayeſt have God to be more for 
thee than he is now againſt thee; but if thou witt 
not forſake thy ſins, nor turn thoroughly, and to 
ſome purpoſe, to God by a found Converſion, the 
wrath of God abideth on thee, and he proclaimeth 


- himſelf to be againſt thee, as in the prophet Eze- 


kiel, v. 8. Therefore thus faith the Lord God, 
Behold, I, even I am agaiult thee.” „ 
Firſt, his Zuftice is like a flaming {word un- 
ſheathed againſt thee: If I whet my glittering 
ſword, and my hand take hold on judgment, i 
will render veageance to mine adverſaries, and 
will reward them that hate me; I will make mine 
arrows drunk with blood, &c, Deut. xxxii. 41, 42. 
Divine Juſtice is very ſtrict, it mult have ſatiſ⸗ 
faction to the utmoſt farthing, it denbunceth in- 
dignation and wrath, tribulation and anguiſh to 
every ſoul that doth evil, It curleth every one 
that continueth not in every thing that is written 
in the law, to do it, The Juſtice of God to the 
unpardoned inner, that hath a ſenſe of his miſery 
is more terrible than' the fight of the Judge and 
bench to the robber, or of the irons and gibbet to 
the guilty murderer, When Jultice ſits upon life 
and death, O what dreadful work doth it make 
with the wretched linner! Bind him hand and 
foot and caſt him into outer darknefs ; there hall be 
weeping and wailing and gnaſhing of teeth, Matt. xxii. 
13. Depart from me ye curſed into everlaſting fire, 
Matt. xxv. 41. This is the terrible ſentence that 
aſtice pronounceth. Why fianer, by tais ſevere 
Jaſtice muſt thou be tried! And, as God hiveth, 
3 e 1 this 
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this killing ſentence ſhalt thou hear, unleſs thou 
repent and be converted, 55 9 

eas Die power of God is againſt. thee, The 
glory of God's power is to be ito ayed in the 
wonderful deſtruction of them that obey not the 

oſpel, 2 Theſſ. i. 8, 9. He will make his power 
2 in them, Rom. ix. 22. O man! art thou able 
to make thy party good with thy Maker ? No 
more than a reed againſt the cedars of God, or a 
Cock-boat againſt the tumbling ocean. 

Sinner, the powet of God's anger is againſt thee, 
and power and anger together make fearful work: 
*twere better thou hadſt all the world in arms 
againſt thee, than to have the power of God 
againit thee, There's no eſcaping his hands, no 
breaking his priſon, „The thunder of his power 
who can underſtand ? Job xxvi. 14. Unhappy 
man that fhall underſtand it by feeling it! If he 
will contend with him, he cannot anſwer him one 
of a thouſand. He is wiſe in heart, and mighty 

in ſtrength : who hath hardened himſelf hin, 
him and proſpered, who removeth the mountains, 
and Tenn it not; who over-turneth them 
in his anger; who ſhaketh the earth out of her 
place, and the pillars thereof tremble; Who com- 
mandeth the ſun, and it riſeth not, and ſealeth 
up the ſtars? Behold he taketh away, who can. 
hinder him, who will ſay unto him, what doeſt 
thou? If God will not withdraw his anger, the 
proud-helpers do ſtoop under him.“ Job ix. g, 4, 
3, b, &c. And art thou a fit match for ſuch an 
antagoniſt ? O conſider this, you that forget God, 
left he tear you in pieces, and there be none to deliver 
you, Plalm I. 22, Pe k 

Thirdly, The truth of God is againſt thee. If he 


de true and faithful, thou muſt perifh if thou goeſt 


on. Unleſs he be falſe to his word, thou mult die, 
except thou repent, If we believe not, Nr he. 
abideth faithful, he cannot deny himſelf. That is, 


he is faithful to his threatenings, as well as promiſes, 


and will ſhew his faithfulneſs in our contuſion, if 
we 


— 


The Miſeries of the Unconverted. 579 


we believe not. God hath told thee, as plain as 


it can be ſpoken, that except thou be converted, thou 


alt in no wiſe enter into the kingdom of heaven ;' and 


he abideth faithful, he cannot deny himſelf: Be- 
loved, as the immutable faithfulneſs of God in his 


romiſe affords believers ſtrong confolation, ſo it 


is to unbelievers for ſtrong conſternation and con- 
fuſion, - O finner, tell me, what ſhift doſt thou 
make to think of all the threatenings of God's 
word, that ſtand upon zecord againſt thee ? Doſt 
thou believe they are true or not? If not, thou 
art a wretched infidel; And therefore give over 
the name and hopes of a Chriftian, But if thou 
doſt believe them, O heart of ſteel that thou haft, 
that canſt walk up and down in quiet, when the 
truth and faithfulneſs of God is engaged to de- 
ſtroy thee ! that if the Almighty can do it, thou 


ſhalt ſurely periſh and be damned, Why, man! 


the \whole book of God doth teſtify againſt thee, 
while thou remaineſt unſanctified: It condemns; 
thee in every leaf, and is to thee like Ezekze{s roll, 
written within and without, lamentation, and 
mourning, and woe. l e 
Now put all this together, and tell me if the 
caſe of the unconverted be not deplorably miſer- 
able; as we read of ſome perſons that had bound 
themſelves in an oath, and in a curſe, to kill 
Paul, ſo thou muſt know, O ſinner, to thy terror, 


that all the attributes of the infinite God are 
dound in an 0ath to deſtroy thee, Heb. iii. 18. O 
man! What wilt thou do ® Whither wilt thou 


flee? If God's omniſciency can find thee, thou 


ſhalt not eſcape : if the true and faithful God will 


fave his oath, perifh thou mult, except thou believe 


and repent : if the Almighty hath power to tor- 


ment thee, thou ſhalt be perfectly miſerable in 

foul and body to all eternity, unlels it be prevent- 

ed by ſpeedy converſion. 

II. 7he whole Creation of God ts againſt thee, 

The whole Creation (faith Paul, e and tra- 

vaileth in pain, Rom. viii, 22, But what is it that 
| the 
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the Creation groaneth under? Why, the fearful n 
abuſe that it is ſubject to, in ſerving unſanctiſied b 
men, And what is it that the creation groaneth 5 
for? Why, liberty, from this abuſe ; for the crea- 
ture is unwillingiy ſubject to this bondage. If the un- · 
reaſonable and inanimate creatures had ſpeech and L 
reaſon, they: would cry out under it as a bondage } 
unſufferable, to be abuſed by the ungodly; con- 
trary to their natures and the ends which the 
great Creator made them for, It is a paſſage of 0 
an eminent Divine, “ There is never a creature, c 
but if it had reaſon to know how it is abuſed till ] 
a man be converted, *twould groan againſt him: t 
the land would groan to bear. him, the air would | 
groan to give him breathing, their houſes would 
groan to lodge them, their beds would groan. to 1 
caſe them, their food to nouriſh them, their clothes 
to cover them, and the creature would groan to | 
give them any help and comfort, fo long as they 
live in fin againſt God.“ | | 
Methinks this ſhould be a terror to an uncon- 
verted ſoul ; to think he is a burden to the crea- 
tion; Luke xii, 7, Cut it down, why cumbereth it 
the ground? If the poor inanimate creatures could 
but ſpeak, they would ſay to the ungodly as Moſes 
to 1/rgel, ** Muſt we fetch you water out of the 
rock, ye rebels?” Thy food would ſay, „Lord, 
muſt 1 nouriſh ſuch a wretch as this, and yield 
forth my ſtrength for him to diſhonour.thee withal ? 
No, I will choak him rather, if thou wilt give me 
permiſſion,” The very air would ſay, “ Lord, 
muſt 1 give this man breath to ſet his tongue againſt 
heaven, and ſcorn thy people, and vent his pride, 
and wrath, and filthy communication, and oaths 
and blaſphemy againit thee? No, if thou but lay 
the word, he ſhall be breathleſs for me. A wicked 
man, the carth groans under him, and hell groans 
for him, till death ſatisfies both, and unburdens. 
the earth, and ſtops the mouth of hell with him, 
While the Lord of Hoſts is againſt thee, be ſure 
the Hoſt of the Lord is againſt thee, and all the 
Y creatures 
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creatures are, as it were, up in arms, till upon a 
man's converſion the controverſy being taken up 
between God and him, he makes a covenant of 
peace with the creature for him. 5 

III. The roaring Lion hath his full power upon 
thee. Thou art faſt in the paw of that Lion that 
is greedy to devour; „In the ſnare of the devil 
led captive by him at his. will.” Vou pity the 

| poor Indians that worſhip the devil for their god, 
ut little think 'tis your own caſe, Why *tis.the 
common miſery of all the unſan&ified, that the 
devil is their god. Not that they intend to do him 
homage, they will be ready to defy him, and him 
that ſhould ſay ſo of them; but all this while they 
ſerve him, and come and go at his beck, and live 
under his government; his ſeryants, you are to 
whom ye yield yourfelves to.obey,. O how many 
then will be found the real (ſervants. of the devil, 
that take themſelves for children of God!] Doubt 
leſs the liar intends not a ſervice to Satan, but his 
own advantage: yet 'tis he that {ſtands in the 
D unobferved, and putteth the thing into his 
heart, 3 
Doſt thoulive in the practice of any known fin? 
know that thou art of the Devil. Doſt thou hve 
in ſtrife, or envy, or malice? Verily he is thy 
father. O dreadtul caſe! However Satan may 
provide his ſlaves with diverſe pleaſures, yet it is 

- butts roll them into endlels perdition. The Ser- 
pent comes with the apple in his mouth, but thou 

ſeeſt not the deadly ſting in his tail. He that is 

now thy tempter, will one day be thy tormentore 

O chat I could but give thee to ſee, how mercileſs 

a tyrant thou gratifieſt, all whoſe pleaſure is, to 

ſet thee on work to make thy damnation ſure, and 
to heat the furnace hotter and hotter, in which 
thou muſt burn for millions and millions of ages. 
IV. The guilt of all. thy fins lies like a mountain 
upbn thee, Poor ſoul ! thou feeleſt it not, but this 
is that which ſeals thy milery upon thee, While 


unconverted, none of thy {tins are blotted out. 
How 
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How light ſoever you may make of it now, you 
will one day find the guilt of unpardoned fin to 
be a heavy burden, This is a millſtone, which 
whoſoever falleth upon, fhall be broken 5 but upon 
whomſoever it all fall, it all grind him to powder, 
Matt. xxi. 44 What work did it make with our 
bleſſed Saviour! It preſſed the very blood out 
of his veins, and broke all his bones, And if it 
= 12 in the green tree, what will it do in the 

O think of thy cafe in time, Canſt thou think 
of that threat without trembling, Ye ſhall die in 
your fins? John viii. 24. O better were it for thee 
to die in a goal, in a dungeon, than die in thy fins, . 
If Death, as it will take away all thy other com- 
forts, would take away thy ſins too, it were ſome 
mitigation ; bat thy fins will follow thee, when 
thy friends leave thee, and all worldly enjoyments 
ſhake hands with thee ; thy fins will not die with 
thee, as a priſoner's. other debts will, but they 
will go to judgment with thee, there to be thy ac- 
cuſers ! and they will go to hell with thee, there 
be thy tormentors. Better to have ſo many fiends 
about thee, than thy ſins to fall upon thee and 
faften on thee. O the work that theſe will make} 
O look over thy debts in time, how much thou 
art in the books of every one of God's laws; how 
is every one of God's commandments ready to 
arreſt thee, and take thee by the throat, for the 
innumerable bonds it hath upon thee ? What 
wilt thou do then, when they ſhall altogether lay 
in againſt thee? Hold open the eyes of conference 
to conſider this, that thou mayeſt deſpair of thy- 
ſelf, and be driven to Chriſt, and fly for refuge, 
to lay hold on the hope that is ſet before thee. 

V. Thy raging luſts do miſerably move thee. 
While unconverted, thou art a very ſervant to 
fin, it reigns over thee, and holds thee under its 
dominion, till thou art brought within the bonds 
of God's covenant. i 

What 
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What a woful ſpectacle was the poor wretch 
that was poſſeſſed with the legion! Would it not 
have grieved thy heart to have ſeen him amon 
the tombs cutting and wounding. himſelf ? This 
is thy caſe, ſuch is thy work, every itroke is a 
thruft at thy heart. Conſcience indeed is now 
aſleep ; but when death and judgment ſhall bring 
thee to thy ſenſes, then wilt thou feel the raging. 
imart and anguiſh of every wound. 

VI. The furnace of eternal vengeance is heated 
ready for thee, Hell and deſtruction open their 
mouths upon thee, they gape for thee, they groan: 
for thee, waiting as it were with a greedy eye, as 
thou ſtandeſt upon the brink, When thou wilt 
drop in. If the wrath of men be as the roaring of 
a lion, more heavy than the ſand, what is the wrat 


of the infinite God! If the burning furnace heated 


in Nebuckadnezzar's fiery rage, when he command» 
ed it to be made yet ſeven times hotter, was ſo 
fierce as to burn up even thoſe that drew near to 
it to throw the three children in, how hot is that 
burning oven .of the Almighty's fury ! Surely 
this is ſeventy times ſeven more fierce! What 
thinkeſt thou, O man, of being a faggot in hell to 
all eternity? Can thy heart endure, or can thine 
hands be ſtrong in the day that I ſhall deat with thee, 
faith the Lord of Hoſts ? Canſt thou abide the 
everlaſting burnings; canſt thou dwell with con- 
fuming fire? When thou ſhalt be as glowin 

iron in hell, and thy whole body and ſoul ſhal 

be as perfectly poſſeſſed by God's burning ven- 
geance, as the fiery ſparkling iron when heated 
in the fierceſt forge? Thou canſt not bear God's 


whip, how then wilt thou endure his ſcorpions ? 


Thou art even cruſhed, and ready to. with thyſelf 
dead, under the weight of his finger, how then 
wilt thou bear the weight of his loins? How wilt 
thou endure, when God ſhall pour out all his vials, 
and ſet himſelf againſt thee, to torment thee P 

When 
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When he ſhall make thy conſcience the tunnel 

by which he will be pouring his burning wrath 

. into thy ſoul for ever, and when he- ſhall fill all 
thy pores as full of torment as they are now full 

of in; when immortality ſhall be thy miſery, and 

to.dic the death of a brute, und be ſwallowed. in 

the gulph of annihilation, would be ſuch a felici- 

ty, as a whole eternity of wiſhes, and an ocean of 

tears ſhall never purchaſe? Now thou canſt put 
of the evil day, and canft laugh and be merry, and 
Forget the terror of the Lord, but how wilt thou 
Hold out, or hold up, when God will caſt thee into 
a bed of torments, and make thee to lie down in ſor- 

row £ When roarings and blaſphemy ſhall be 

the only muſic, and the wine of the wrath of God, 

which is poured out without mixture, into the 

cup of his indignation, ſhall be thy, only drink? 

When thou ſhalt draw in flames for thy breath, 

and the horrid ſtench of ſulphur ſhall be thy only 
perfume ? In a word, when the ſmoke of thy 
torment ſhall aſcend for ever, and thou ſhalt have 
no reſt night or day, no reſt in thy conſcience, no 
eaſe in thy bones, but thou ſhalt, be an execration, 
and an aſtoniſhment, and a curſe, and a reproach 
for evermore, Sky LONG 3 
O ſinner! ſtop and conſider: if thou art a man, 
aad not a ſenſeleſs block, conſider: bethink thy- 
ſelf where thou ſtandeſt; why, upon the very 
brink of this furnace. As the Lord liveth, and as 
thy ſoul-liveth, there is but a ſtep between thee 
and this. Thou knoweſt not when thou liest 
down, but thou mayeſt be in be fore the morning: 
thou knoweſt not when thou riſeſt, but thou may- 
eſt drop in before night. Dareſt thou make light 
of this? Wilt thou go on in ſuch, a dreadful con- 
dition, as if nothing ailed thee ? If thou putteſt 

it off, and ſayeſt, Ihis doth not belong to thee, look 

again over the foregoing chapter, and tell me the 

truth: are none of theſe black marks found upon 
f 8 thee ! 


. 
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thee! Do not blind thine eyes, do not deceive 
thyſelf; lee thy milery while thow-may'i{t prevent 
it: think what it is to bea vile caſt-qut, a damned 
reprobate, a veſſel of wrath, into Which the Lord 
will be pouring out his tormenting fury while. he 
hath a being. we: We” © 8 
Divine wrath is a fierce (Deut. xxxii. 22.) de- 
vouring (Iſa. xxxitic 14) everlaſting (Matt. xxu. 
41.) unquenchable fire, (Matt. iii. v2.) and thy. 
ſoul and body maſt be the fuel upon which it 


mult be feeding for ever, unleſs thou conſider 


thy ways, and ſpeedily turn to the Lord by a 
ſound. converſion, SD | 
And is this true indeed? Is this thy miſery? 
Yea, it is as true as God is. Better open thine 
eyes, and ſee it now, while thou mayeſt remedy 
it; than blind and harden thyſelf, till (to thy 


eternal ſorrow) thou ſhalt feel what thou-wouldit 


not believe: and if it be true, what doſt thou 
mean, to loiter, and linger in fuch a caſe as this 

Alas for. thee, poor man! how effectually hath 
fin undone thee, and deprived thee even of thy 
reaſon to look after thine on everlaſting good 
O miſerable caitiff! what ſtupidity hath ſurpriſed 
thee ! O let me knock up and awake this ſleepen. 
Who dwells within the walls of this left? Is 
there ever a ſoul here, a rational, underſtanding 
ſoul ? Or, art thou only a walking ghoſt, a ſenſe- 
leſs lump? Art thou a reaſonable ſoul, and yet 
ſo far brutified, as to forget thyſelf immortal, and 
to think thyſelf to be as the beaſts that peridh! 
O unhappy ſoul, that waſt the glory of man, tho 
mate of angels, and the image of God | that waſt 
God's reprefentative in the world, and haft the 
ſupremacy amongſt the creatures, and the domi- 
nion over thy Maker's works! art thou now be- 
come a ſlave to ſenſe, 4 ſervant to ſo bale an idol 
as thy belly, for no higher felicity than to heap 
together a little refined earth, no more ſuitable w 
thy ſpiritual, immortal nature, than the dirt and 
Kicks? O why doſt thou not bethink thee, ©. 

| H | where 
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where thou ſhalt be for ever? Death is at hand, 
the Judge is even at the door. Yet a little while, 
and time all be no longer, And wilt thou run 
the hazard of continuing in ſuch a ſtate, in 
which if thou be overtaken, thou art irrecover- 
ably miſerable, FOE ; 
Come then, ariſe, and attend thy neareſt con- 
eernments: tell me, whither art thou going ? 
What! wilt thou live in ſuch a courſe, wherein 
every act is a ſtep to perdition; and thou doſt not 
know but the next night thou mayeſt make thy 
bed in hell? O! if thou haſt a ſpark of reafon, 
conſider and turn, and hearken to thy friend, 
who would ſhew thee thy. preſent miſery, that 
thou mighteſt eſcape, and be eternally happy. 
Hear what the Lord ſaith : Fear ye not me, faith 
the Lord! Will ye not tremble at my preſence ? Jer, 
v. 22. O finners! do you make light of the wrath 
to come? I am ſure there is a time coming, when 
you will not make light of it. Why, the very 
devils believe and tremble, What! are you more har- 
dened than they ? Will you run upon the edge 
of the rock? Will you play at the hole of the 
aſp? Will you put your hand upon the cocatrice- 


den? Will you dance upon the fire till you are 
burnt? Or dally with devouring wrath as if you 


were at a point of indifference whether you did 
eſcape or endure it? There is nothing fo diſtract- 
ed as. the wilful ſinner, that goeth on in his 
unconverted tate, as if nothing ailed him. Is it 
wiſdom to dally with the ſecond death, or to 
venture into the lake that burneth with fire and 
brimſtone, as if thou wert but going to waſh thee, 
or to ſwim for thy recreation? Wilt thou, as it 
were, jump into eternal flames, as the children 
through the bonfire? What ſhall Iſay? I can 


find out no expreſſion, no compariſon, whereby 


to ſet forth the dreadful diftrattion of that ſoul 
that will go on in ſin. | | 


hy 


Awake, 
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Awake, awake, O ſinner! ariſe and take thy 
flight: there is but one door that thou mayeſt flee 
by, and that is the ſtrait. door of Converſion, Un- 
leſs thou turn unfeignedly from all thy fins, and 
come unte Jeſus Chriſt, and take him for the 
Lord thy righteoufneſs, and walk in him in holi- 
neſs and newneſs of life, —as the Lord liveth, it 
is not more certain that thou art now out of hell, 
than that thou ſhalt without fail be in it, but a 
few days or nights hence. O ſet thy heart to think 
of thy caſe. Is not thine everlaſting miſery or 
welfare that which doth deſerve a little confidera- 
tion. Look again over the miſeries of the uncon- _ 
verted, If the Lord hath-not ſpoken by me, re- 
gard me not; but if it be the very — of God, 
that all this miſery lies upon thee, what à caſe 
art thou in! Is it for one that hath his ſenſes, to 
live in ſuch a condition, and not to make all poſ- 
| fible expedition for preventing his utter ruin ? 
O man ! who hath bewitched thee, that in the 
matters of this preſent life thou ſhouldſt be. wiſe 
enough to forecaſt thy buſineſs, and foreſee thy 
danger; but in matters of everlaſting conſequence 
ſhould be careleſs, as if they little concerned thee! 
Why, is it nothing to thee to have all the attri- 
butes of God engaged againſt thee! Canſt thou 
do well without his favour! Canſt. thou eſcape 
his hands, or endure his vengeance 1 Doſt thou 
hear the creation groaning under thee; and hell 
groaning for thee, and yet think thy cafe good 
enough! Art thou in the paw of the hon, under 
the power of corruption, in the dark noifome 
priſon, working out thy own: damnation, and is 
not this worth conſidering! Doſt thou laugh at 
hell and deſtruction, or canſt thou drink the en- 
venomed cup of the Almighty's fury, as if it were 
but a common potion {! | 
Gird up now thy loins liſte à man, for I will demand 
of thee, aud anſwer thou me, Art thou ſuch a Levi- 
athan, as that the ſcales of thy pride ſhould keep 
1 thee 
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thee from thy Maker's coming at thee? Wilt thou 
eſteem his arrows as ſtraw, and the inſtruments 


of death as rotten wood? Art thou the chief of 
All the children of pride, even that thou ſhouldſt 


count his darts as ſtubble, and laugh at the ſhaking 


4f his fpear ? Art thou made without fear, and 
- coritemrieſt His barbed irons? Art thou like the 
"Horſe that paweth in the valley, and rejoiceth in 
Bis ftrength? - Doſt thou mock at fear, and art 
'nbt affrighted, neither turneſt back from God's 
' ſword,” when his quiver rattleth againſt thee, the 
glittering ſpear and the fhieldd ? Well, if the 
threats of the word will not awaken thee, I am 
fure Death and Judgment will. O what wilt thou 
do, when the Lord cometh forth againft thee, 
and in his fury falleth upon thee? If when Da- 
niel's enemies were caſt into the den of lions, 
both they and their wives and their children, the 
lions had. the maſtery of them, and brake all their 
bones in pieces ere ever they came at the bottom 
of the den; what fhall be done with thee, when 
thou falleſt into the hands of the living God, 
when he ſhall cruſt thee into a thouſand pieces 
in his wrath f . | 
O, do not then contend with God! _ Repent an 
be converted, ſo none of this ſhall come upon thee, 
Waiah' lv. 6, 7 o gScek ye the Lord, while he may 
be found; calf upon him, while be is near. Let 
the Wicked forſake his way, and the unrighteous 
man his thoughts; and let him return unto the 
Lord, and he wilt have mercy upon him; and to 
dur God for he will abandantly pardon,” 


C HAP. 
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Containing Directions for Converuon. 
D EFORE thou readeſt theſe Directions, I 
charge thee before God and his holy angels, 
thou reſolve to follow them (as far as conſcience 


ſhall be convinced of their agreeableneſs to God's 
word) and call in his aſſiſtance that they may ſuc- 


ceed : and as I have Jought the Lord, and con- 


ſulted his Oracles, what advice to give thee, fo 
muſt thou entertain it with that awe, reverence, 
and purpoſe of obedience, which the word of the 
living God doth require, 


Now then attend : Set thine heart unto all that 1. 
Hall teftify unto thee this day : for it is not a vain 


thing, it is your life. This is the end of all that 
has. been ſpoken hitherto, to bring you to make 
uſe of God's means for your convertion, I would 
not trouble you, nor torment you before your time, 


with the thoughts of your eternal miſery,” but in 


order to your making Jour eſcape. Were you 
ſhut up under your preſent miſery without reme- 


dy, it were but mercy to let you alone, that you 


ight take that poor comfort you are capable of 


in this world; but you may yet be happy, if you 


do not wilfully refuſe the means of your recovery, 
behold, I hold open the door to you; ariſe,” take 


our flight: I ſet the way of life befgre you, wall 
in it, and you live and not die, It grieves m 
to think you Thould be your own ͤ murderers, and 
throw. yourſelves headlong, when God cries out 


to you, ſpare thyſelf... | h 
21 f not grieve a perſon of any humanity, 


if in the time of a raging plague he ſhould have a 


receipt that would infallibly cure all the country, 


* 


of and recover the moſt hopeleſs atients, and yet 


- 


his friends and neighbours ſhould die by hundreds | 
about him, becauſe they would not ule it? Men 
H 3 And 
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go Directions for Converſion; 


and brethren, though you carry the certain ſymp- 
toms of death, yet I have a receipt that will cure 
you all: follow but theſe directions, and if you 
* not chen win heaven, I will be contented to 
oſe it. | 
Hear then, O ſinner! and as ever thou wouldſt 
converted, embrace this cotitifel, _ - 
Direct. I, Set it down as an undoubted truth; that 
it is impoſſible for thee ever to get to heduen in this 
unconverted tate. Can any other but Chriſt fave 
thee? And he tells thte he never will do it, ex- 
cept thou be converted. Doth he not keep the 
keys of heaven? And canſt thou get in without 
His leave? As thou muſt, if ever thou"come thi- 
ther without a thorough renovation, ' {7 . 
Direct. II. Labour to get « lively Jen ant feeling 
pf thy fins, Till men are weary and Heayy-laden, 
and ſick of fin, they will not come to Chriſt, for 
eaſe and cure. They muſt fet themſelves down 
5 dead men before they will come to Chiiſt, that 
they may have life. Labour therefore to fet all 
thy fins in order before thee, never be afraid to 
look upon them, but let thy ſpirit make diligent 
Tearch, Inquire into thine heart, and into th: 
life; enter into a thorough examination of thy- 
' Telf, and all thy ways, that thou mayeft 'make a 
Fat diſcovery; and call in the help of God's 
pirit, for it is his work to convince bf fin, 
Spread all before the face of thy conſcience, tilt 
thy hè art and eyes be ſet abroach: leave not ſtriv- 
ing with,God, and thy own ſoul, till it cry out 
under the ſenſe of thy ſins, What mu I do to be 
_ Javed?.., To this purpole, © © 
Meditate on the numtroufneſs of thy fins, David's 
heart failed when He' thought of this, and confi- 
dered that he had more fins than hairs, This made 
him cry out upon the multitude of God's tender 
mercics, - Lock backward : Where was ever the 
place, what was ever the time, in which thou didſt 
not fin? Look inward: what part or power 'canft 
thou hnd in ſoul or body, but it is poiſoned 2 


0 
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fn? What duty doſt cheu ever perform, int 
which porfon is not Thed ? O how. great is the 
fum of thy debts, Who haſt been all thy life run- 
ing upon thy books, and never didſt or canſt pay 
off one penny? Look over the ſin of thy na 
and all its curfed brood, the frns of thy life: call 
to mind thy omiffions, commiſſions, the fins of 
thy thoughts, words, and actions, the fins of thy 
youth, and the fins of thy years. Be not like a 
deſperate bankrupt, that is afraid to look over his 
books: read the records of conſcience carefully. 
Thee books mutt be opened ſooner or later. 
Mieditate on the aggravutions of thy fens, as they 
are the grand enemies of dhe God of thy life, und of 
the life of thy foul. In a word, they ave the public 
enemies of all mankind. O man! how canſt thou 
make ſo light of fin? This is the trattorthatfuck+ 


ed the blood of the Sonof Gad, and ſold him, that 


mocked him, that ſcourged him, that ſpat in his 
face, that digged his hands, 1 hde, 
that preſſed his foul, that mangled his body, that 
never left, him, till it had bound him, cendemned 
him, nailed him, crucihed him, and put hinito an 
open ſhame, This is that deadly poiſon, fo 
— ink of operation, as that one drop of it fired 
n the root of mankind, hath corrupted, ſpoiled, 
poiſoned, and undone his whole: race at once; 
his is the bloody executioner, that hath killed 
the prophets, burnt the martyrs, murde red all the 
apotties all the patriarchs, all the kings ant 
potentates, that has deſtroyed cities, ſwallowed / 
empires, butchered and devoured whole nations, 
Whatever was the weapon it was done by, fin 
was it that did the execution. Doſt thou yet think 
it but a ſmall thing? If Adam and all his children 
could be dug out of their graves, and their bodies 
iled up to heaven, and an inqueſt were made, 
what matchleſs murderer was guilty of all this 
lood, it would be found in the ſkirts of fin, 
tudy the nature of fin till thy: heart inclines to 
fear 


gz" Directions for "Converſion? 
fear and loath it; and meditate on the aggravati- 
ons of thy particular fins, how thou haſt finned 
againſt all God's warnings, againſt thy own pray- 
ers, againſt mercies, againſt correttion, againſt 
lighr, againſt love, againſt thine own reſolutions, 
againſt promiſes, vows, and covenants of better 
obedience. Charge thy heart home with theſe 
things till it bluſh for ſbame, and be brought out 
of all good opinion of itſelf. | 
Meditate on the deſert of fin, It crieth to heaven; 
it calls for vengeance. Its due wages is death and 
damnation ; it pulls the curſe of God upon the 
ſoul and body. The leaſt ſinful word or thought 
lays thee under the infinite wrath of God Al- 
mighty. O what a load of wrath, what a weight 
of curſes, what a treaſure of vengeance, have all 
the millions of thy fins then deſerved! | 
Above all other fins, fix the eye of conjideration on 
the ſin of thy nature. It is to little purpoſe to lop 
off the branches, while the root of corruption re- 
mains untouched, In vain do men leave out the 
ſtreams, when the fountain is running that fills 
up all again. Study how deep, how cloſe, how 
ermanent is thy natural pollution, how univerſal 
it is; cry out, with Paul's feeling, upon thy body 
as dead. Look into all thy parts and powers, and 
fee what unclean veſſels, what dunghulls, what 
finks they are become. The heart is never ſound- 
ly broken till thoroughly- convinced of the hei- 
nouſnefs of original ſin. Here fix thy thoughts, 
this is that which makes thee back ward to all good, 
prone to all evil; that ſheds blindneſs, pride, 
prejudice, unbelief, into thy mind; CRE, in- 
conſtancy, obſtinacy into thy will; wordinate 
heats and colds into thy affettions; infenſibleneſs, 
benumbedneſs, unfaithfulneſs, into thy con- 
ſcience; and, in a word, bath put every wheel in 
«thy ſoul out of order, and made it of an habitation 
of holineſs, to become a very hell of iniquity. 
This is what hath defiled, corrupted, perverted 


all thy members, and turned them into * 
9 


Directions for Converſion. 3 
ef unrighteoufnefs, and ſervants of fin, And wilt 
thou yet be in love with thyſelf, and tell us any 
tonger of thy good heart ? O never leave medi- 
tating on the „ apr contagion. of otiginal cor- 


ruption, till with the deepeſt ſhame and ſorrow 
thou fmite on thy breaſt, and with Job, abhor 
thyfelf, and repent in duſt and'aſhes. ', © 
— _ Dire. III. Strive to affect thy heart with a deep 
fenſe of thy preſent miſery. Read over the fore- 
going chapter again and again, and get it into 
thy heart. Remember, when thou lieſt down, 
that for ought thou knoweft thou mayeſt awake 
in flames; and when thou riſeſt up, that by the 
next night thou mayeſt make thy bed in hell. Ts 
it a triffing matter to live iti ſuch a fearful. cafe ? 
ro ſtand tottering upon the brink. of the bettom- 
kleſs pit, and vo live at the mercy of 8 Uiſcaſe, 
that if Tt will Bat fall upon thee, will fend thee 
forthwith into the burnings. Suppoſe thou ſaw- 
eft a condemned wretch hanging over Nebuckad- 
. Rezzar's burning fiery furnace by nothing but a 
thread, which was ready to break every moment, 
would not thy heart tremble for ſuch a one f 
Why, thou art the man, This is thy very caſe, 
O man, O woman, that readeſt this, if thou be 
yet ng bre What if the thread of thy life 
ould break ? (why, thou knoweſt not but it 
may be the next night, yea, the next moment) 
- Where wouldſt thou be then? Whither would] 
thou drop? "Verily into the. lake that burns with 
fire and brimſtone, where thou muſt ie ſcalding 
and Tweltering in a fiexy ocean while God hath a 
being, if thou die in thy preſent caſe. 24 
Direct. IV. Settle it upon thy heart, that thou art 
under everlaſting inability ever to recover thyſelf. Ne- 
ver think thy praying, reading, hearing, tonfel-. 
ling, amending, will do the cure ; chele muſt be 
attended to, but thou art undone if thou reſteſt in 
them. Thou art a loſt man, if thou hopelt th 
eſcape drowning on any other plank but Jeſus 
Chriſt. Thou muſt unlearn thyſelf, and 3 
| thine 


8 = N 
NP DS. ' 
n 1 
— CO ee GO 
lt © 
— — — _ 


CI S 2 Fr, Sg IS 4 = 1 LS = = — bd — _ = Lad = 8 
þ4 - 1 - __ ry - \ [] nd \ = RT 1 Ls 
: 0 
* - = = 1 = - - a 4 - = - who. 's -, 
ji \ ==" "RE * ä wy TY = ll as. a «as l * i * & & 
* o . N s 2 * , —— 


94 Directions for Converſion. 


thine own wiſdom, thine own righteouſneſs, 
thine own ſtrength, and throw thyſelf wholly 
upon Chriſt, as a man that ſwims caſts himſelf 
upon the water, or elſe thou canſt not eſcape. 
While men truſt in themſelves, and eſtabliſh their 
own righteouſneſs, and have confidence in the 


- fleſh, they'll not come fſavingly to Chriſt. Can 


the lifeleſs carcaſe looſe the bands of death? 
Then mayeſt thou recover thyſelf, who. art dead 
in treſpaſſes and fins, and under an impoſſibility 


of ſerving thy Maker acceptably in this condition, 


Therefore when thou goeſt to pray, or meditate, 
or to do any of the duties to which thou art here 
directed, call in the help of the Spirit, as deſpair- 
ing to do any thing pleaſing to God in thine own 
ftrength ; yet neglect not thy duty, but lie at the 
ool, and wait in the way of the Spirit, Strive 
to give up thyſelf to Chriſt; ſtrive to pray, ſtrive 
to meditate, ſtrive a hundred and a hundred 
times, try to do it as well as thou canſt ; and whilſt 
thou art endeavouring in the way of thy duty, the 
Spirit of the Lord will come upon thee, and help 
thee to do what of thyſelf thou art utterly unable 
to perform, Prov, i. 2g. "vs | 3 
Direct. V. Forthwith renounce all thy fins. If 
thou yield thyſelf to the practice of any fin, thou 
art undone. In n gol thou hope for life by 
Chriſt, except thou depart from iniquity. For- 
ſake thy fins, or elſe thou carſſt not find . 
Thou canſt not be married to Chriſt, except di- 
vorced from ſin; give up the traitor, or you can 
have no peace in heaven. Caſt the head of Sheba 
over the wall: keep not Delilah in thy lap: thou 
muſt part with thy fins or with thy ſoul : ſpare 
but one fin, and God will not ſpare thee, Never 
make excules, thy fins muſt die, or thou mult die 
for them. If thou allow of one fin, though but a 
little, a ſecret one, tho? thou mayelt plead necel- 
ſity, and have a hundred ſhifts and excuſes for it, 
the life of thy ſoul muſt go for the life of that lin, 
And will it not be dearly bought? 
O ſinner, 
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O ſinner! hear and conſider; if thou wilt part 
with thy ſins, God will give thee his Chriſt, Is 
not this a fair exchange? I teſtify unto thee this 
day, that if thou periſh, tis not becauſe there was 
never a Saviour provided, nor life tendered, but 
becauſe thou preferedſt (with the Jews) the mur- 
derer before thy Saviour, fin before Cuxisr, and 
lovedſt darkneſs rather than light. Labour there- 
fore to find out thy fins, enter. into thy cloſet 
and conſider, What evil have I lived in? What 
duty have I neglected towards God? What ſin 
have | lived in againſt my brother? And now 


{ſtrike the dart through the heart of thy fin, as 2 


Joab did through Abjalom's. Never ſtand look- 
ing upon thy fin, nor rolling the morſel under 
thy tongue, but ſpit it out as poiſon, with fear. 
and deteſtation, Alas! what will thy fins do fur 


- thee; that thou ſhouldſt ſtagger at parting with 


them ? They will flatter thee, but they'll undo 


and cut thy throat while they ſmile upon thee, 


and poiſon thee while they pleaſe thee, and arm 
the juſtice and wrath of the infinite God againſt 
thee. They will open hell for thee, and pile up 
fuel to burn thee. Away with them, crucify 
them, and let Chriſt only be Lord over thee, 
Direct. VI. Make a ſolemn choice of God for thy 
bleſſedneſs. With all poſhble devotion and vene- 
ration avouch thg, Lord for thy Ged. Set the 
world, with” all its glory, with all its pleaſures 
and promotions, on-the one hand, And ſet God 
with all his infinite excellencies on the other ? | 
And ſee that thou deliberately make thy choicec _ 
Take up thy reſt in God; fit thee under his ſha» 
dow; let his promiſes and perfections turn the 
ſcale againſt all the world. Settle” it upon thy 
heart, that the Lord is an all-ſufficient portion, 
that thou canſt not be miſerable” while thou haſt 
God to live upon : take him for thy ſhield, and 
exceeding great reward. G00 alone is more 
than all the world; content thyſelf with him; 
let others carry the preferments, the riches and 


glory 
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Paar of the world, place thou thy happineſs in 


is favour, and the light of his countenance, 
Take him as God, to be the chief in thy affections, 
eſtimations, intentions, for he will not endure to 


have any ſet above him. In a word, Thou muſt ' 


take him in all. his perſonal Relations, and in all 
his efſential Perfectiong. 


Furſt, In all his perſonal Relations, God the Fa- k 


ther muſt be taken for thy Father. O come to him 
with- the prodigal, Father, 1 have finned againſt 
keauen, and in thy fight, and am not worthy to be 
talled thy ſon: but ſince of thy wonderful mercy thou 
art pleaſed to take me, that am of myſelf a dog, 4 
ſwine, a aevil, to be a child, I ſolemnly take thee for 
my Father, commend myſelf ta thy care, .and truft to 
thy providence, and caſt my burden on thy ſhoulders, 
J renounce all confidence in myſelf, I repoje my conſi- 
dence in thee, Again, God the Son malt be taken 
for thy Saviour, for thy Redeemer, and Righte- 
ouſnels. He muſt be accepted as the only way 
to the Father, and the only means of life. Laſtly, 


God the Spirit muſt be taken for thy Sanctifier, 


for thy Advocate, thy Counſellor, thy Comforter, 
the Teacher of thy ignorance, the Pledge and 

earneſt of thy inheritance. | ; 
Secondly, In all his effential Perfections. Conſi- 
der, how the Lord hath revealed himſelf to you 
in his word; will you take him as ſuch. a God 
O ſinner, here's the moſt blefled news that ever 
came to the ſons of men, Ie Lord will be thy God, 
Len. xvii. 7. Rev. xxi. g, if thou wilt but cloſe 
witk him in his excellencies. Wilt thou have 
the merciful, the gracious, the ſin- pardoning God 
to be thy God ? O yes, (laith the 1 1 am un- 
done elſe. But the Father tells thee, I am the holy 
and ſin-hating God; if thou wilt be owned as one 
of my people, thou muſt be holy, 1 Peter i. 16. 
holy in heart, holy in life, thou muſt put away all 
thy iniquities, be they ever ſo near, ever ſo na- 
tural, ever ſo neceſſary to the maintaining thy 
2 fleſhly 
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fleſhly laſts. Unleſs thou wilt be at defiance with 
ſin, I cannot be thy God. What doth thine 
heart anſwer 7 „ Lord I deſire to have thee as 
{ſuch a God : I deſire to be holy as thou art holy, 
to be made partaker of thy holineſs, I love thee 
not only for thy goodneſs and mercy, but for thy 

holineſs and purity, | I take thy holineſs for my 
happineſs; O be to mea fountain of holineſs ; 
ſet on me the ſtamp and impreſs of thy holineſs ; 
I will thankfulty part with all my fins at thy 
command: my wilful fins I do forthwith for- 
ſake; and for mine infirmities, I will ſtrive 
againſt them in the uſe of the means; I deteſt 
them, and will pray againſt them, and never let 
them have quiet reſt in my ſoul. Beloved, who- 
ſoever of you will thus accept of the Lord for his 
God, ſhall have him. 

Again he tells you, I am the all-ſufficient God, 
Gen, xvii. 1. Will you lay all at my feet, and 
give it up to my diſpoſal, and take me for your 
only portion? Will you own and honour my 
All-ſufficiency ? Will you take me as your hap- 
pineſs and treaſure, your hope and bliſs? IL am 
2 fun and a ſhield ; all in one; will you have me 
for your all? Gen. vi. 1. If thou art willing to 
ſell all for the pearl.of great price If thine heart 
anſwer, Lord, I defere no other portion but thee 3 
take the corn, and the wine, and the oil whoſoever 
will, ſo I may have the light of thy countenance ; I 
pitch upon thee for my happineſs, I gladly venture 
myſelf on thee, and truſt myſelf with thee : I ſet my 
hopes in thee, I take up my reſt with thee ; let me hear 
thee ſay, I am thy God, thy ſalvation, and I have 
enough, all I wiſh for: 1 will make no terms with, 
thee, but for thyſelf : let me but have thee ſure, let me 
be able to make my claim, and ſee my title to thyſelf, 
and for other things 1 leave them to thee give me 
more or leſs, any thing or nothing. I will be-ſatisfied- 
in my God, Take him thus, and ſee he is thy 
OWN. 

Direct. VII. Accept of the Lord Jeſus in all his 
offices. with all his inconveniences, as thine, Upon 

I theſe 


98 Directions for Converſion. 


theſe terms Chriſt may be had. Sinner, thou haſt 
undone thyſelf, and art plunged into the moſt 
deplorable miſery, out of which thou art never 
able to climb up; but Jeſus Chriſt is able and 
ready to help thee, and he freely tenders himſelf 
to thee. Be thy ſins ever ſo many, ever ſo great, 
or of ever ſo long continuance, yet thou ſhalt be 
certainly pardoned and ſaved, if thou doſt not 
wretchedly neglect the offer that in the name of 
God is here made to thee. The Lord Jeſus calleth 
to thee ; look to him and be ſaved. Yea, he 1s 
a ſuitor to thee, and beſcecheth thee to be recon- 
ciled. He crieth in the ſtreets, he knocketh at 
thy door, he wooeth thee to accept of him and 
live with him. If thou dieſt, 'tis becauſe thou 
would not come to him for life. 

Direct. VIII. Refign up all thy powers and facul- 
ties, and thy whole intereſt to be his. They gave their 
ownſelves unto the Lord, 2 Cor. viii. 35. Preſent 
your bodies as a living ſacrifice, The Lord lecks 
not yours, but you; reſign therefore thy body, 
with all its members, to him; and thy ſoul, with 
all its powers, that he may be glorified in thy 
body, and in thy ſpirit, which are his, 1 Cor. vi. 
20. In a right cloſure with Chriſt, all thy fa- 
cultics give up to him. The judgment ſubſcribes, 
Lord thou art worthy of all acceptation, chief of ten 
thouſand : happy is the man that finds thee, All the 
things that are to be defered, are not to be compared 
with: thee, Prov. iii. 13, 15. The underſtandin 
lays aſide its corrupt reaſonings and cavils, an 
its prejudices againſt Chriſt and his ways. Tis 
NOW $i queftioning, and carries it for Chriſt 
againſt all the world. It concludes 'tis good to be 
here ; and ſees ſuch a treaſure in his geld, ſuch a 
value in his pearl, as it is worth all, Matt. viii. 44. 
O here's the beſt bargain that ever 1 made, here is the 
richeſt prize that ever man was offered ; here 1s the 
moſt ſoveretgn remedy that ever mercy prepared ; he's 
worthy of my efleem, worthy of my choice, worthy of 
my love, worthy to be embraced, adored, admired for 


ever more, Rev. v. 12, 4 approve of his articles, his 
| terms 
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terms are righiteous and rea ſonable, full of equity and 
mercy, Again, the will reſigns: it ſtands no 
longer wavering, nor wiſhing and woulding, but 
is peremptorily determined: Lord, thy love hath 
overcome me, thou haſt won me, and thou ſhalt have 
me 5 come in, Lord, to thee I freely open, I conſent 
to be ſaved in thine own way. Thou ſhalt have any 
thing, nay have all, let me have but thee, The me- 
mory gives up to Chriſt ; Lord here ts a ſtorehouſe 
for thee ; out with this traſh, lay in the treaſure, let 
me be a granary, a repoſitory of thy truth, thy pro- 
miſes, thy providences, The conſcience comes in, 
Lord, I will ever fide with thee, I will ever be thy 
faithful regiſter, I will warn when the ſinner is 
tempted, and ſmite when thou art offended, I wit- 
neſs for thee, and judge for thee, and guide into thy 
ways, and will never let fin have quiet in this ſoul. 
The Affections alſo come into Chriſt; O / faith 
Love, I am fick for thee. O ! ſaith Deſire, now I 
have my longing ; here's the ſatigfaction I fought for, 
here's the defire of nations, here is bread for me, and 
balm for me, all that I want, Fear bows the knee 
with awe and veneration. Welcome, Lord ; to thee 
will I pay homage, thy word and rod ſhall command 
my mot ions, thee will | reverence and adore ; before 
thee will I fall down and worſhip, Grief likewile 
puts in, Lord, thy diſpleaſure, and thy difhonour, + 
thy people's calamities, and my own iniquities, all 
be my only cauſe of lamentation. I will mourn when 
thou art eFfended, I will weep when thy cauſe ts 
wounded, Anger likewiſe comes in for Chriſt. 
Lord, nothing ſo enrages me as my folly againſt thee, 
that I ſhould be ſo beſotted and bewitched as to hearten 
to the flatteries of fin, and temptations of Satan 
againſt thee, Hatred too will fide with Chriſt : I 
proteſt mortal enmity againſt thine enemies, that 1 
never will be friends with thy foes ; I vow an immor- 
tal quarrel with every in, I will give no quarter, 1 
will make no peace. Thus let all thy powers give 
up to Jeſus Chriſt. 


I 2 Again; 
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Again; thou muſt give up thy whole intereſt to 
him; if there be any thing that thou keepeſt back 
from Chriſt, *twill be thine undoing, Luke xiv. 3g. 
Unleſs thou wilt forſake all, thou canſt not be his 
diſciple, Thou muſt hate father and mother, yea 
and. thine own life alſo in compariſon of him 
and as far as it ſtands in competition with him, 
Matt. x. 37. I.uke xiv. 26, 27. In a word, thou 
muſt give him thyſelf, and all that thou haſt, 
without reſervation, or elſe thou canſt have no 

art in him, | 

Direct. IX. Make choice of the laws of Chrift as 
the rule f thy words, thoughts, and afttonss This 
is the true Convert's choice; but here remember 
theſe three rules: 1. You muſt chooſe them all: 
there's no getting to heaven by a partial obedi- 
ence. Read Pſal. cxix. 6, cxix. 160. Ezek. xvin, 
21, None may think it enough to take up with 
the cheap and eaſy part of Religion, and let alone 
the duties that are coftly, and felf-denying, and 
grate upon the intereſt of the fleſh ; you muſt take 
all or none. A fincere convert, though he makes 
moſt conſcience of the greateſt ſins and weightieſt 


duties, yet he makes true conſcience of little fins, 


and of all duties, Matt, xx1ii, 23. 2, For all times, 
for proſperity, and for adverſity, Whether it Win 
or Une: A true convert is reſolved in his way, 
he will ſtand to his choice, and will not ſet his 
back to the wind, and be of the Religion of the 
times. I have ſtuck to thy teſtimonies, I have inclined 
my heart to perform thy ſtatutes always, even to the 
end. Thy teſtimonies have I taken as à heritage for 
ever, Pal. cxix. 31. cxiv. 117. I will have reſpec 
to thy ſtatutes continually. 

Direct. X. Let all this be compleated in a ſolemn 
covenant between God and thy ſoul, Plalm cxix. 106, 
Nehem. x. 29, For thy better help therein, take 
theſe few Directions. | 

Firſt, Set apart ſome time, more than once, to 
be ſpent in ſecret before the Lord, 

1. In ſeeking earneſtly his ſpecial aſſiſtance 
and gracious acceptance of thee, 2, In 
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2. In conſidering diſtinctly all the terms of the 
ped e ee in the form hereafter propoſed. 
3. In ſearching thy heart, whether thou art ſin- 
cerely willing to forſake all thy fins, and to reſign 
up thyſelf body and foul unto God, and his ſer- 
vice; to ſerve him in holineſs and righteouſneſs 
all the days of thy life. 
- Secondly, Compoſe thy ſpirit into the molt ſeri- 
ous frame poſſible. e | T5. 
Thirdly, Lay hold on the Covenant of God, and 
rely on his promile of giving grace and ſtrength, 
whereby thou mayeſt be enabled to perform thy 
promiſe, . 
Fourthly, Reſolve to be faithful; having enga- 
ged thy heart, opened tiry mouth, and ſubſcribed 
with thy hand unto the Lord, reſolve in his 
ſtrength never to go back. | 
Laſtly, Being thus prepared, on ſome conveni- 
ent time ſet apart for that purpoſe, ſet upon the 
work; and in the moſt ſolemn manner poſſible (as 
if the Lord were viſibly preſent before thine eyes) 
fall down on thy knees, and ſpreading forth thine 
hands toward heaven, open thine heart to the 
Lord in theſe or the like words: 


Moſt dreadful God; for the paſlion of thy 
dear Son, I beleech thee, accept of thy poor 
prodigal, now proſtrating himſelf at thy door; I 
have fallen from thee by mine iniquity, and am 
by nature a ſon of death, and a thouſand- fold 
more the child of hell by my wicked practice: 
but of thine infinite grace thou haſt promiſed 
race to me in Chriſt, if 1 will but turn to thee 
with all my heart: therefore upon the call of thy 
goſpel, I am now come in; and throwing down 
my weapons, ſubmit myſelf to thy mercy, 
And becauſe thou requireſt, as the condition of 
my Peace With thee, that I ſhould put away mine 
idols, and be at defiance with all thine enemies, 


- which I acknowledge 1 have wickedly ſided with 


againlt thee, I here, from the bottom of my heart 
13 renounce 
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renounce them all, firmly covenanting with thee, 
not to allow mylelf in any known fin, but con- 
fcientiouſly to uſe all the means that I know thou 
haſt preſcribed for the death and utter deſtruttion 
of all my corruptions, And whereas I have for- 
merly 1nordinately and idolatrouſly let out my 
affections upon the world, I do here reſign up my 
heart to thee, that madeſt it; humbly protetting 
before thy glo: ious majeſty, that it is the firm re- 
folution of my heart, and that I unfeignedly de- 
fire grace from thee, that when thou ſhalt call ma 
hereunto, I may practiſe this my reſolution thre? 
thy aſſiſtance, to forſake all that is dear to me in 
this world, rather than to turn from thee to the 
ways of fin ; and that I will watch againſt all its 
temptations, whether of proſperity or adverſity, 
leſt they ſhould withdraw my heart from thee 3 
beſeeching thee alſo to help me againſt all the 
temptations of Satan, to whoſe wicked ſuggeſtions 
I reſolve, by thy grace, never to yield myſelf a 
ſervant. And I renounce all confidence in my 
own righteouſneſs, and acknowledge, that I am 
myſelf a hopeleſs, helpleſs, undone creature, with- 
out righteouſneſs or ſtrength. 

And foraſmuch as thou haſt, of thy bottomleſs 
mercy, offered moſt graciouſly to me, wretched 
ſinner, to be again accepted by God, through 
Chriſt, if I will accept of thee; I call Heaven 
and Earth to record this day, that I do here ſo- 
lemnly avouch thee for the Lord my God; and 
with all poſſible veneration, bowing the neck of 


my ſoul under the feet of thy moſt ſacred Majeſty, 


1 do here take thee, the Lord Jehovah, Father, 
Son, and Holy Ghoſt, for my portion and chief 
good; and fo give up mylelf, body and ſoul, to 
thy ſervice, promiſing and vowing to ſerve thee in 
holineſs and righteouſneſs all the days of my life, 
And fince thou haſt appointed the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, the only means of coming unto thee, I do 
here, upon the kended knees of my foul, accept of 
him as the only, new, and living way by which 
| finners 
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finners may have acceſs to thee; and do hereby 
ſolemnl) join mylelf in marriage- covenant to him, 

O bleſſed Jeſus, I come to thee hungry, and 
poor, and wre ched, and miſerable, and blind, and 
naked; a moſt loathſome polluted wretch, a guilty 
and condemned malefattor, unworthy for ever to 
waſh the fcet of the ſervants of my Lord, much 
more to be ſolemnly married to the King of glory: 
but ſince ſucn is thine unparalleled love, I do here 
with all my power accept thee, and do take thee 
for my head and huſband, for better for worſe, 
for richer for poorer, for all iimes and conditions, 
to love, honour, and obey thee before all others, 
and this to the death; I embrace thee in all th 
offices, I renounce my on worthineſs, and de 
here avow thee to be the Lord my Righteouſneſs: 
I renounce my own wiſdom, and do here take 
thee for my only guide; I renounce my own 
will, and take thy will for my law. 

And fince thou haſt told me that I muſt ſuffer, 
if I will reign, I do here covenant with thee to 
take my lot as it falls with thee ; and by thy grace 
aſſiſting, to run all hazards with thee, verily ſup- 
poſing that neither life nor death ſhall part bee 
tween thee and me. | "HE 

And becauſe thou haſt been pleaſed to give me 
thy holy laws as the rule of my life, and the way 
in which I ſhould walk to thy kingdom, I do 
here willingly put my neck in thy yoke, and ſet 
my ſhoulder to thy burden ; and ſubſcribing to all 
thy laws, as holy, Juſt, and good, I ſolemnly take 
them as the rule of my thoughts, words, and' 
actions! promiſing that though my fleſh contra» 
dict and rebel, yet I will endeavour to order and 
govern my whole life according to thy direction, 
and will not allow myſelf in the neglect of any 
thing that I know to be my duty. 

Only becauſe (thro' the frailty of my fle fn) Iam 
ſubject to ſo many failings, I am bold humbly to 
proteſt, that unallowed milcarriages, contrary to 
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the ſettled bent and reſolution of my heart, ſhall 
not make void this covenant; for ſo thou haſt ſaid. 
Now; Almighty God, Searcher of hearts, thou 
knoweſt that I make this covenant with thee this 
day without any known guile or reſervation ; 
beſeeching thee, that if thou ſpieſt any flaw or 
falſehood therein, thou wouldft diſcover it to me, 
and help me to do it aright. . 
And now, glory be to thee, O God the Father, 
whom I ſhall be bold from this day forward, to 
look upon as my God and Father, that ever thou: 
ſhouldſt find out ſuch a way for the recovery of 
undone ſinners. Glory be to.thee, O God the Son, 
who hait loved me, and waſhed me from my fins 


in thine own blood, and art now become m 


Saviour and Redeemer, Glory be to thee, O God 
the Holy Ghoſt, who, by the finger of thine Al- 
mighty power, haſt turned about my keart from 
fin to God. LITE 

O dreadful Jehova the Lord God omnipotent, 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt! thou art now be- 
come my covenant friend, and I, through thy 
infinite grace, am become thy covenant-ſervant, 
Amen. So be it: and the covenant which I have 
made on earth, let it be ratified in heaven, 


This Covenant 1 advife you to make, not. only in 
heart, but in word not only in word, but in writing ! 
and that you would with all poſſible reverence. fbread 
the writing before the Lord, as if you would preſent it 
to him as your act and deed ; and when you have done 
this, ſet your hand to it, keep it as a memorial of the. 
ſolemn tranſactions that have paſſed between God and 
you, that you may have recourſe to it in doubts and 
temptations, . 


Direct. XI. Take heed of delaying thy converſion, 
and jet upon a ſpeedy and 28 turning. Remem- 
ber and tremble, at the {ad inſtance of the fooliſh 
virgins, that came not till the door of mercy was 
ſhut, Matt, xxv, and of Felix, who put off Paul 

to 
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to another ſeaſon; and we never find that he had 
ſuch another ſeaſon, O come in While it is called 
to-day, leſt thou ſhouldſt be hardened through the 
deceitfulneſs of in ; leſt thy day of grace ſhould 
be over, and the things that belong to thy peace 
ſhould be hid from thine eyes. Now mercy is woo- 
ing of thee; now Chrilt is waiting to be gracious, 
and the Spirit of God is ſtriving with thee! now 
Conſcience is ſtirring ; now Chriſt is to be had 
for the taking, O ſtrike in with the offers of grace: 
O now or never! if thou make light of this offer, 
God may {wear in his wrath thou ſhalt not taſte 
of his Supper, 

Direct. XII. Attend conſcientiouſly upon the word, 
as the means appointed for thy converſion, 1 Cor. iv. 
15. Attend not cuſtomarily, but conſcientiouſly; 
with this deſire, defign,, hope, and expectation, 
that thou mayeſt be converted by it. To every 
ſermon thou heareſt, come with this thought: 07 
I hope God will now come in ; I hope this day may be the 
time, this may be the man by whom God may bring me 
nome. When thou art coming to the ordinances, 
lift up thy heart thus to God : Lord, let this be 
the ſabbath, let this be the ſeaſon wherein I may 
receive renewing grace; O let it be ſaid, that to- 
day ſuch a one was born unto thee, | 
Direct. XIII. Strike in with the Spirit when 
he begins to work upon thy heart, When he 
works convictions, O do not ſtifle them, but join 
in with him, and beg the Lord to carry on con- 
viction to converſion. Quench not the Spirit Do 
not out- ſtrive him, do not relilt him. Beware of 
putting out convictions with evil company or 
worldly buſineſs, - When thou findeſt any trouble 
for fin, and fear about thy eternal ſtate, beg of 
God that they may never leave thee till they have 
wrought off thy heart thoroughly from fin, and 
wrought it over to Jeſus Chriſt, Say to him, 
Strike home, Lord, leave not the work in the 
midſt, If thou ſeeſt that Iam not wounded enough, 
that I am not troubled enough, wound me yet 

| deeper, 
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deeper, Lord; O go to the bottom of my corrup- 
tion, and let out the life blood of my fins.” Thus 
yield up thyſelf to the workings. of the Spirit, 
and hoiſt thy fails to his gales. | 

Direct. XIV. Set upon the conſtant and diligent 
wc of ſeridus and fervent prayer. This is one of 
the firit things Converſion appears in; it ſets men 
on praying. Therefore ſet to this duty; let never 
a day paſs over thee, wherein thou haſt not, morn- 
ing and evening, ſet apart ſome time for ſet and 
ſolemn prayer in ſecret, Call thy family alſo to- 
gether daily to woritip God*with thee, Woe be 
unto thee, if thine be found among the families 
that call not on God's name, Jer. x. 25, But cold 
and lifeleſs devotions will not reach half way to 
heaven, Be fervent and importunate ; importu- 


mty will carry it, but without violence the king- 


dom of heaven will not be taken, Thou muſt 
ſtrive to enter, and wreſtle with tears and ſuppli- 
cations, as Jacob, if thou meaneſt to carry the 
bleſſing. Thou art undone for ever without grace, 
and therefore thou muſt ſet to it, and refolve to 

take no denial. | | 
Direct. XV. Forſake evil company, and forbear 
the occaſion of fin, Thou wilt never be turned 
from fin, till thou avoidelt the temptation to ſin. 
I never expect thy converſion from ſin, unleſs 
thou flee the occaſions, If thou wilt be playing 
on the brink, and tampering with the ſnare, thy 
foul will ſurely be taken, here God doth ex- 
pole men in his providence to temptation, and the 
occaſions are ſuch as we cannot remove, we. may 
expect eſpecial aſſiſtance; but when we tempt 
God by running into danger, he will not engage 
to ſupport us, And of all temptations, one of the 
molt fatal and pernicious is evil company: O what 
hopeful beginnings have theſe often ſtifled! O 
the ſouls, the eſtates, the families, the towns that 
theſe have ruined ! how many poor ſinners have 
been enlightened and convinced, and been juſt 
ready to give the devil the ſlip, and have even 
eſcaped 
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eſcaped the ſnare, and yet wicked company have 
pulled them back at laſt, and made them ſeven» 
fold more the children of hell? I have no hopes 
of thee, except thou wilt ſhake off thy evil com- 
pany, Chriſt ſpeaketh to thee as to them in ano- 
ther caſe; if thou {eek me, then let theſe go their 
way. Thy life lies upon it: forſake theſe, or elſe 
thou canſt not live. Wilt thou be worſe than the 
beaſt, to run on when thou ſeeſt the Lord with a 
drawn {word in the way? Numb. xxii. 53, Let 
this ſentence be written upon thy Conſcience, 
A COMPANION OF FOOLS SHALL BE DE- 
STROYED. The Lord hath ſpoken it, and who 
ſhall reverſe it! . and wilt thou run upon deſtruc- 
tion, when God himſelf hath forewarned thee! If 
God doth ever change thy heart, 'twill appear in 
the change of thy company, O fear and flee the 
gulph, by which ſo many thouſand ſouls have 
been ſwallowed up in perdition, Twill be hard 
indeed to make thy eſcape ; thy companions will 
be mocking thee, and will ſtudy to fill thee with 
prejudices againſt ſtrictneſs, as ridiculous and 
comfortteſs, They will be flattering thee, and 
alluring thee, but remember the warnings of the 
Holy Ghoſt: My ſon, if ſinners entice thee, con- 
ſent thou not: if they ſay, come with us, caſt in 
thy lot among us; walk not thou in the way with 
them, refrain thy foot from their path, avoid it, 
paſs by it, turn from it, and pals away; for the 
way of the wicked is as darkneſs, they know not 
at what they ſtumble: they lay wait for their own 
blood; they lurk privily for their own lives. 
Direct. XVI. Laſtly, Set apart a day to humble 


- thy ſoul in ſecret by faſting and prayer, to work 


a ſenſe of thy ſins and mileries upon thy heart, 
Make a catalogue of thy fins, and with ſhame and 

ſorrow ſpread them before the Lord; and if thy 
heart be truly willing to the terms, join thyſelf ſo- 
lemnly to the Lord in the covenant before-menti- 
oned, and the Lord grant thee mercy in his fight! 
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